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MUSLIM HISTORY IN MARYLAND 

Faith, community, and heritage in the Old Line state 

 سُورَة الفاَتِحَة

Surah Al-Fatiha (The Opening) 

حِيمِ  حْمَنِ الره ِ الره  بسْمِ اللَّه

  ِ رَبِِّ الْعَالمَِينَ الْحَمْدُ لِِلَه  

حِيمِ  حْمَنِ الره  الره

 مَالِكِ يوَْمِ الدِِّينِ 

 إيِهاكَ نعَْبدُُ وَإيِهاكَ نَسْتعَِينُ 

رَاطَ الْمُسْتقَِيمَ   اهْدِنَا الصِِّ

الِِّينَ   صِرَاطَ الهذِينَ أنَْعمَْتَ عَليَْهِمْ غَيْرِ الْمَغْضُوبِ عَليَْهِمْ وَلََ الضه

 

In the name of Allah, the most beneficial, the most merciful. 

[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds  

The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful, 

Sovereign of the Day of Recompense. 

It is You we worship and You we ask for help. 

Guide us to the straight path— 

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked 

[Your] anger or of those who are astray. 
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Introduction 

Maryland’s story cannot be told without mentioning the men and women of every faith who came here 

seeking opportunity, freedom, and a sense of community. Yet, one strand of that story, Muslim life in 

Maryland, remains hidden in fragments: whispered memories of elders, forgotten photographs in 

basements, handwritten letters tucked in shoeboxes, and half-remembered tales passed down at family 

dinners. 

This book, Muslim History in Maryland, is an attempt to gather those fragments and preserve them 

before they vanish. It is not a grand history written only of dates and institutions. Instead, it is a mosaic 

of 101 personal stories, each representing an individual who, in ways small and large, has shaped the 

Muslim presence in this state. 

The Muslim community in Maryland has never been a monolith. It has been made of African Muslims 

whose faith endured the horrors of slavery, Syrian and Lebanese immigrants who built businesses in 

Baltimore at the turn of the 20th century, African American Muslims who found dignity and purpose in 

Islam through movements of justice, and immigrant families from Pakistan, India, Somalia, Ethiopia, 

Sudan, Palestine, and beyond, who carried their cultures, hopes, and struggles into this soil. Together, 

they created a new chapter of American Islam in Maryland. 

When we think of “history,” we often think of buildings, organizations, or leaders. But the heart of 

history is always in the lives of ordinary people, fathers who worked long shifts to fund the first mosque, 

mothers who taught Qur’an in living rooms, students who formed the first MSA chapters, children who 

wore hijab to school before it was safe or easy, converts who faced rejection from their own families, 

and elders who dreamed of a community that could flourish in faith and belonging. These are the people 

whose names rarely appear in official archives, yet without them, our mosques would not stand, our 

schools would not exist, and our community would not be whole. 

This work is also deeply personal. My journey is deeply rooted in Maryland and its Muslim community. I 

have prayed in its mosques, shared meals at its tables, and listened to its stories. I have seen the 

community evolve from fragile beginnings in rented apartments and church basements to strong 

institutions that host thousands for Eid. I have also seen its pains: the grief of discrimination, the post-

9/11 fears, the struggles of immigrant families torn between two worlds, and the silence of elders who 

carried memories no one thought to record. 

The title, Muslim History in Maryland: 101 Stories of People Who Built a Community is intentional. This is 

not only history, but a memoir: a collection of lived lives, told through memory and experience. Each 

story is short, yet each represents a world. One story speaks of the past. Another looks to the future. 

Together, they form a living archive of a people who prayed, worked, sacrificed, and dreamed in 

Maryland. 

This book also honors the Qur’anic command: 

“And We made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another.” (Qur’an 49:13) 
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The act of telling and preserving these stories is a form of ta’aruf, knowing one another. It enables 

Muslims to gain a deeper understanding of themselves and allows neighbors of all faiths to become 

aware of the history that has been quietly growing in their midst. 

I invite you, the reader, to approach this book as a journey. Some stories will inspire you, others may 

move you to tears, and a few might even challenge you. You may even see reflections of your own 

family in these pages, or discover stories you never knew existed. In either case, you will come closer to 

understanding how Muslims became, and continue to become, part of Maryland’s history. 

Above all, I hope this book sparks a movement of memory. Every family has a story worth telling. Every 

mosque has an elder who remembers the early days. Every child will one day ask: How did we get 

here? If these pages encourage just one reader to record their family’s history, then this work has served 

its purpose. 

Welcome to the journey. 

Welcome to the mosaic. 

Welcome to Muslim History in Maryland. 
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Preface 

This book began with a question I could not ignore: Who will tell our story if we do not tell it ourselves? 

For years, I sat in gatherings where elders shared memories of the early Muslim community in Maryland, 

stories of prayer in rented apartments, Ramadan meals cooked in church basements, and weddings 

where half the guests didn’t yet know how to perform a nikah properly. I listened, often with awe, and 

sometimes with an aching heart, realizing that these precious memories were fading away with every 

passing year. 

Too often, I saw photographs discarded, letters lost, and names forgotten. Our community’s history was 

scattered across living rooms, family albums, and personal recollections. I knew that if we did not record 

it now, a generation later, it would all be gone. 

This is how Muslim History in Maryland was born. 

I do not claim to be a historian in the academic sense. I am, instead, a witness and a collector of 

memories. My role has been to sit with people, listen carefully, ask questions, and try to honor their 

words. These stories are not polished with grandeur. They are personal and sometimes raw. But that is 

what makes them unique and powerful. 

The choice to structure this book as 101 short stories was deliberate. Each story is a window into a life, 

brief but revealing. Some are about individuals who made a lasting impact, while others are about 

seemingly ordinary people whose quiet struggles and sacrifices shaped our community in ways that can 

never be measured. Together, they form a tapestry of Muslims in Maryland across generations. 

This book is also, in part, my own journey. As I wrote and gathered these stories, I saw my own 

reflection in them, the sacrifices of my parents’ generation, the challenges of my peers, and the hopes of 

my children’s future. What I discovered is that our history is not something “out there” in archives, it is 

alive in us, in our homes, and in our memories. 

My hope is simple: that this book serves as both a record and an invitation. A record, so that those who 

come after us may know who we were, how we lived, and how we struggled to keep our faith strong in 

Maryland. And an invitation, for every family to write down their own history, so that the next 

generation is not left asking questions without any answers. 

If this book inspires even one young reader to turn to their grandparent and ask, “Tell me your 

story,” then this book has achieved its goal. 
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Dedication 

To the elders, 

who prayed in basements, living rooms, and borrowed halls— 

planting seeds for a community they might never fully see. 

To the women, 

who taught children Qur’an at kitchen tables, 

cooked for strangers who became family, 

and held the community together in quiet strength. 

To the youth, 

who carry these stories forward, 

asking questions, seeking belonging, 

and daring to dream of what comes next. 

And to the 101 lives remembered here, 

and the countless others whose names remain unspoken— 

this book is for you. 
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Quotes 

"And We made you into nations and tribes so that you may know one another. 

Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you." 

— Qur’an 49:13 

 

"When a person dies, their deeds come to an end except three: ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge, or 

a righteous child who prays for them." 

— Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم (Sahih Muslim) 

  



 

12 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

Author Biography  

Syed Abid Husain - Champion of Community, Knowledge, and Connection  

Step into the story of Syed Abid Husain, a dynamic force whose journey weaves together continents, 

cultures, and communities. With more than forty years of experience spanning content creation, 

activism, social work, IT project management, research, real estate, and his commission as a Notary 

Public in Maryland, Abid embodies a rare blend of expertise, warmth, and vision. 

As a leader, Abid has inspired teams to turn ideas into impactful action, crafting user manuals, shaping 

public policies, and publishing powerful editorials that reach diverse audiences. His drive to seek out 

truth and share it with others is unwavering, making him a trusted figure in every circle he joins. 

Rooted in Maryland’s Muslim communities since 1984, Abid’s journey began in U.P., India, flourished in 

Faisalabad, Pakistan, and blossomed in Baltimore, where his compassion and wisdom have bridged 

divides and built lasting relationships. His understanding of South Asian cultural and religious life 

enables him to foster unity and celebrate the rich tapestry of American diversity. 

Abid’s love for poetry is lifelong, tracing back to his first published work in Karachi’s “Jasarat” in 1978. 

His evocative verses and insightful articles have graced US-based Urdu newspapers for decades, 

reflecting his dedication to the arts and his appreciation for classical music and world travel. 

In times of challenge, especially in the tense post-9/11 years, Abid stepped forward to unite South Asian 

and Middle Eastern communities, organizing the landmark interfaith congregation at the Islamic Society 

of Baltimore in September 2001. His gift for bringing people together helped ease fears and cultivate 

understanding at a crucial moment in history. 

Ever the builder of bridges, Abid founded Muslim Citizens of Maryland (MCM), Qaasid News, and Ujaala 

Education System, amplifying voices and offering platforms for growth and connection. As President of 

the Baltimore County Muslim Council (2003–2007) and a longtime volunteer at the Islamic Society of 

Baltimore, he nurtured institutions like Al-Rahmah School and Masjid Al-Rahmah, contributing to the 

vibrant image that drew President Barack Obama for a historic visit in 2016. 

Abid’s extensive participation in interfaith dialogue and civic engagement has earned him awards and 

citations from state and national leaders. Enriching his perspective further, he attended the FBI Citizens’ 

Academy in 2006, deepening his understanding of community relations and public service. 

A passionate observer of U.S. and South Asian politics, Abid dedicates himself to dispelling 

misconceptions about Islam, using thoughtful dialogue to foster empathy and understanding. 

At heart, Syed Abid Husain is a writer, historian, and storyteller who preserves the untold narratives of 

Muslim life in America. His landmark work, "Muslim History in Maryland: 101 Short Stories," stands as a 

vibrant testament, a gift to today’s community, and a legacy for generations yet to come. 
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1) The Enslaved Imam (Early Footprints) 

The first Muslims to set foot in Maryland did not arrive by their own will. They came in chains. 

In the late 1700s and early 1800s, enslaved Africans were sold in Baltimore’s markets, their languages, 

faiths, and identities stripped from them. Among them were men and women who carried Islam quietly 

in their hearts. Records are sparse, slaveholders rarely documented the religions of those they enslaved, 

but in pieces of oral history, scattered letters, and memories preserved by later generations, we find 

traces of Muslims who endured. 

One such figure was a man known only as Yarrow, believed to be of West African origin, possibly Fulani 

or Mandinka. He had memorized portions of the Qur’an before being captured. On Maryland 

plantations, he was forced into backbreaking labor, yet those who knew him said he never abandoned 

his prayers. Without a mosque, without a community, he made the soil his prayer rug and whispered the 

words of Al-Fatiha under his breath. 

He was just another slave to his enslavers. But to those who watched closely, he was something more: a 

man of quiet dignity, bowing and prostrating in ways they could not understand. Some mocked him. 

Others grew curious. For Yarrow, those small acts of devotion were not only prayers, they were 

resistance. He reclaimed a piece of his stolen humanity every time he whispered “Allahu Akbar.” 

We do not know if Yarrow ever met another Muslim in Maryland. We do not know if he passed his faith 

to his children, or if his lineage was scattered and lost. But we do know this: he represents the first 

generation of Muslims in this land. Brought here in shackles, yet held on strong to their faith when 

everything else had been taken. 

His story, and the countless untold stories like his, remind us that Islam in Maryland did not begin with 

immigrants in the 20th century. It began with the chained footsteps of enslaved Africans, who carried 

their faith across an ocean of pain and anchored it in the soil of America. 

Yarrow’s prayer may have gone unseen. But it was a seed. 

And from seeds like his, a community would one day grow. 
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2) Whispers of the Qur’an (Early Footprints) 

For many enslaved Africans in Maryland, Islam survived not in mosques or books, but in whispers. 

They had no libraries to preserve their knowledge, no pulpits from which to teach, no schools to guide 

their children. What they carried instead was memory, verses from the Qur’an etched into their hearts, 

prayers murmured in stolen moments, fragments of language spoken softly so the overseer wouldn’t 

hear. 

One woman, remembered in the oral histories of a family near Annapolis, was known to recite strange 

words to her children at night. Generations later, when her descendants embraced Islam, they 

recognized those “strange words” as Bismillah ar-Rahman ar-Raheem, “In the name of Allah, the Most 

Merciful, the Most Compassionate.” What once sounded like meaningless syllables was, in truth, the 

echo of a prayer that had crossed the Atlantic in her memory. 

There are stories of enslaved men drawing shapes in the dirt, curved lines and flowing letters that 

puzzled those who saw them. Today, scholars believe these were fragments of Arabic script, remnants 

of Qur’anic verses. To those men, each line in the sand was an act of devotion, a quiet way to remember 

what was forbidden to forget. 

These whispers of Islam rarely survived beyond a generation. The system of slavery was built to erase 

language, culture, and religion. And yet, the fact that some fragments endured speaks to a remarkable 

resilience. Even without books, teachers, or mosques, enslaved Muslims in Maryland found ways to 

preserve the faith of their ancestors. 

Their stories are incomplete. We do not know all their names, their full prayers, or how many held their 

faith until the end of their lives. But we do know this: these whispers existed. And in them lies a 

powerful truth, Islam’s presence in Maryland is not a modern arrival. It is centuries old.  

So when we, today, recite the Qur’an freely in mosques across Maryland, we do so on the shoulders of 

those who once had to whisper it under the weight of chains. 
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3) Syrian Trader in Baltimore Harbor (Early Footprints) 

By the late 1800s, Maryland’s ports were bustling with merchants from around the world. Among them 

were the first voluntary Muslim immigrants. These men came from Greater Syria, then under Ottoman 

rule, they arrived with little more than a suitcase and a dream. 

One of these men, remembered in scattered family records, stepped off a ship at Baltimore Harbor 

sometime around 1890. He was young, restless, and determined. His name is now lost, though some 

descendants recall it sounding like “Khalil” or “Hamid.” What is certain is that he was among the earliest 

known Muslims to set foot in Maryland, not as a captive, but as a seeker of opportunity. 

He began as a peddler, walking door to door with cloth, spices, and trinkets. The work was hard, 

knocking on unfamiliar doors, trying to sell to families who had never heard his language before. But he 

persevered. In time, he saved enough to rent a small shop near Fell’s Point, where sailors and 

immigrants crowded the streets. 

For him, faith was a private matter. There was no mosque, no imam, no community to gather with. Still, 

he kept a small Qur’an tucked into his belongings, a quiet reminder of the home he had left behind. On 

Fridays, he would close his shop early and find a quiet corner near the docks to bow his head in prayer. 

His neighbors may have considered him strange, but to him, those prayers anchored his soul in an 

unfamiliar land. 

Other traders soon followed, Syrians, Lebanese, and Turks, some Christian, some Muslim. Together, they 

formed small pockets of immigrant life in Baltimore. Though few in number, the Muslim families held 

onto their traditions as best they could, fasting Ramadan quietly, celebrating Eid in their homes, and 

teaching their children bits of Arabic. 

Looking back, their presence may seem small, almost invisible. But they were pioneers. They were the 

bridge between the enslaved African Muslims whose faith survived in quiet murmurs and the organized 

immigrant communities that would later establish Maryland’s first mosques. 

That unnamed Syrian trader at Baltimore Harbor could not have imagined that, a century later, 

thousands of Muslims would gather just miles away to celebrate Eid in convention centers and mosques 

across Maryland. But in his quiet prayers, his honest trade, and his determination to build a life here, he 

helped lay the first stones of that future. 
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4) The Lebanese Grocer (Early Footprints) 

In the first half of the 1900s, Baltimore was a city of neighborhoods, tight-knit, working-class 

communities where every corner seemed to have its own small shop. In one of those corners, a 

Lebanese immigrant opened a tiny grocery store. His shelves were modest, stocked with flour, sugar, 

beans, and spices. But for the few Muslim families who lived nearby, that shop became more than a 

place to buy food, it became a lifeline. 

The grocer was known simply as “Hajj,” though his full name has been lost to time. He was one of the 

first to quietly provide halal meat in Maryland, way before there were halal butchers or specialty 

markets. He would purchase lamb or goat, slaughter it himself according to Islamic tradition, and set 

aside portions for Muslim families who came to him in trust. Word spread quietly, one family told 

another, and soon Muslims from across the city made their way to his store, sometimes traveling miles 

just to buy a piece of meat that allowed them to hold onto their faith. 

To his non-Muslim neighbors, he was simply the friendly shopkeeper with an accent, always willing to 

extend credit when times were tough. But to Muslim families, he was something more: a guardian of 

tradition in a place where tradition felt fragile. His store turned into an informal gathering place where 

men would meet to sip coffee, share stories, and news from Lebanon, Syria, or Palestine. Women 

exchanged recipes, advice, and comfort in a land that often felt like a foreign place. Children ran 

between the aisles, tasting candies and hearing Arabic words mixed with English. 

Hajj never built a mosque, never gave a sermon, never appeared in any newspaper. Yet, in his own quiet 

way, he sustained a piece of Muslim life in Baltimore. His shop wasn’t just about food, it was about 

belonging. It was about giving scattered families the sense that they were not alone. 

Decades later, when Maryland’s Muslim community had grown into thousands, some elders would still 

remember him: the Lebanese grocer who slaughtered halal meat in his tiny shop, who made his store a 

safe haven, and who, without knowing it, helped keep faith alive in a city where Islam was barely visible. 

In every community’s story, there are figures like him, people who leave no monuments, no titles, no 

institutions, but whose quiet service ensures that the next generation has something to hold onto. In 

Maryland’s Muslim history, the Lebanese grocer was one of those unsung heroes. 
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5) World War I Soldier (Early Footprints) 

When America entered World War I in 1917, thousands of young men were drafted into the U.S. Army. 
Among them were a handful of Muslim immigrants who had made Maryland their new home. For these 
men, service was complicated. They had left behind homelands under Ottoman rule, places still 
entangled in the politics of empire, yet here they were, wearing the uniform of the United States, 
fighting for a country that barely understood their names, let alone their faith. 

One such soldier was remembered by his family as Abdul Rahman, a Syrian immigrant who had arrived 
in Baltimore just a few years before the war. He spoke broken English, worked long hours in a factory, 
and sent back to his relatives overseas what little money he could afford. When the draft came, he was 
called to serve. 

In training, his accent made him stand out. Fellow soldiers often mistook him for Italian or Greek, but he 
would quietly correct them: “I am Syrian. I am Muslim.” Few understood what that meant. Some made 
fun of him for refusing pork in the mess hall; others grew curious. Abdul never preached, never argued. 
Instead, he lived his faith with quiet dignity, surviving on bread and beans, and stepping aside for a few 
minutes of prayer whenever he could. 

He was sent to France with the American Expeditionary Forces. Letters home were rare, censored, and 
brief. But in one surviving note, preserved by his descendants, he wrote: “I bow my head to God even 
here. Pray for me.” That single line speaks volumes about the resilience of a man who carried his Islam 
into the trenches of Europe. 

When the war ended, Abdul returned to Baltimore. He didn’t receive medals or honors, and his name 
was never written in any history books. He went back to the factory, raised a family, and built a modest 
life. Yet in the quiet corners of his home, he told his children about the war, and about the prayers he 
whispered while bullets flew overhead. 

For his children, the lesson was clear: being Muslim in America was not separate from being American. 
Their father had worn the uniform, fought for the country, and kept his faith intact. 

Abdul Rahman’s story is just one among many forgotten Muslim servicemen in Maryland during that 
era. However, they remind us that Muslim loyalty, sacrifice, and patriotism in this land are not a new 
phenomenon. They stretch back more than a century, to men who carried both the Qur’an and the flag, 
who endured both suspicion and acceptance, and who quietly laid the foundation for the generations of 
Muslim Americans who would follow. 
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Section Summary: Early Footprints 

The first five stories form a mosaic of Maryland’s earliest Muslims, people who lived long before there 

were mosques, schools, or institutions. Their names were often forgotten, their lives rarely recorded, 

yet their presence helped shape the soil from which today’s Muslim community has grown. 

From the enslaved African imam who whispered prayers in chains, to the Syrian trader who bowed in 

prayer on the harbor docks, to the Lebanese grocer who quietly offered halal meat from behind his 

counter, each life carried fragments of faith across oceans and generations. These were individuals who 

found themselves in a land where Islam was invisible, where community had not yet taken root, and 

where holding onto belief required quiet courage. 

This section is not about monuments or institutions, it’s about roots. Roots that are fragile, sometimes 

hidden, yet strong enough to hold and nourish a growing tree. These men and women may not have 

imagined a future where thousands of Muslims would gather openly in Maryland. But in their own quiet 

ways, they helped make that future possible. 
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Transition: From Roots to Branches 

The earliest Muslims in Maryland lived scattered, isolated lives of survival, faith, and quiet endurance. 

Their presence was like seeds planted in difficult soil, often unnoticed, yet alive beneath the surface. 

By the early 1900s and into the mid-century, those seeds began to take root. New arrivals, sailors, 

laborers, grocers, and craftsmen stepped off ships and trains, often with little more than a suitcase and 

a prayer. They worked on Baltimore’s docks, in its factories, and behind the counters of corner shops. 

Slowly, without fanfare, they began to weave the first threads of community. 

This next cluster of stories (6–10) tells the stories of those men and women. They were not leaders in 

the way we might think today, with titles, platforms, or institutions. Instead, they were bridge-builders, 

people whose labor laid the fragile foundations of Muslim life in Maryland. 

If the first stories showed us roots hidden underground, these next ones reveal the first tender branches 

reaching outward, catching light, and beginning to grow. 
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6) Dockworker’s Faith (From Roots to Branches) 

In the early decades of the 20th century, Baltimore’s harbor bustled with steamships, cargo, and men 

from every corner of the world. Among them were Turkish sailors, many of whom came ashore, settled, 

and found work as dockworkers. They were anonymous figures in the city’s crowded labor force, yet 

among them were men who carried Islam quietly in their hearts. 

One such man was Hüseyin, remembered only through scattered memories preserved by the 

community that came after. He arrived on a cargo ship, a young sailor with strong arms and little money. 

The ship left, but he stayed. Baltimore was not Istanbul or Izmir, but it offered work. Hüseyin found a job 

unloading crates at the docks, his days spent bent under the weight of cargo. 

His world was not glamorous. He rented a small room near Fell’s Point, ate bread and lentils, and walked 

to the harbor each morning. Yet through it all, he kept his faith alive. During breaks, he would spread his 

jacket on the pier and bow in prayer, ignoring the curious glances of other workers. His prayers were his 

anchor. They reminded him that, though far from home, he was never alone. 

For other Muslim sailors passing through Baltimore, Hüseyin’s small rented room became a kind of 

unofficial mosque. He would offer tea, share bread, and invite them to join him in prayer. Arabic, 

Turkish, and broken English mixed in those evenings, but the words of the Qur’an united them. 

There was no formal congregation, no imam, no mosque, just a dockworker with calloused hands, 

offering what little he had to create a sense of belonging. In that way, Hüseyin embodied something 

profound: faith practiced quietly, consistently, and communally, even when no one was watching. 

When he passed away, Hüseyin left no family in Maryland. He was buried quietly in a city cemetery, far 

from the land of his birth. Yet the memory of the Turkish dockworker lingered. Later generations of 

Muslims in Baltimore would remember him as one of the first to keep prayer alive on Maryland’s 

waterfront. 

His story reminds us that Islam in Maryland was not only carried by leaders or scholars, but also by 

laborers, men who worked with their hands, prayed in the open air, and offered their rooms as 

sanctuaries. Their names may not appear in the city’s history books, but their lives remain etched in the 

living memory of Maryland’s Muslim community. 
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7) The Seamstress’s Home (The House That Became a Gathering Place) 

If the docks of Baltimore were where Muslim men labored, then the homes of immigrant women were 

where faith quietly flourished. One such home belonged to Amal, a Syrian woman who arrived in 

Maryland in the 1920s with her husband, a factory worker. He left each morning for long shifts, but 

Amal’s world revolved around her sewing machine. 

She was a seamstress by trade, stitching dresses and mending clothes for neighbors. The rhythmic hum 

of her machine filled the house, but in between the thread and fabric, something else took shape: a 

gathering place. 

Her kitchen smelled of cardamom coffee, and her front room was lined with simple cushions. Women, 

Syrian, Lebanese, and sometimes even Greek or Italian neighbors would stop by. They came first for 

sewing, then for coffee, and eventually, for prayer. Amal would spread a rug on the floor, and the 

women would bow in unison. Children peeked in from the hallway, watching their mothers whisper 

verses in Arabic. 

It was not a mosque, yet it felt like one. For many, Amal’s home was the only place they could hear the 

Qur’an aloud or talk about fasting and Eid. In those years, there were no official Islamic centers in 

Maryland, but kitchens, living rooms, and humble parlors of people like these. 

Amal also became a quiet counselor. New brides came to her when they felt lonely in a strange land. 

Mothers sought her advice on raising children between two worlds, Syrian at home and American at 

school. She encouraged them to hold onto their prayers and traditions, even when the world outside 

didn’t understand. 

When her husband passed away unexpectedly, the same women she had welcomed for years filled her 

home with prayers, bringing food and reciting du‘a for him. What Amal had built through years of 

sewing, coffee, and quiet faith came back to her as comfort and community. 

Her story doesn’t appear in newspapers or official histories. But for those who prayed in her parlor, she 

was a pillar of Maryland’s Muslim past. Amal’s life reminds us that community is often born not in grand 

institutions, but in ordinary homes, sustained by the hospitality and faith of women whose names are 

too often forgotten. 
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8) The Traveling Peddler (Carrying Goods, Carrying Faith) 

Before grocery stores stood on every corner, small-town life often depended on the visits of peddlers, 

immigrants who walked door-to-door with satchels full of fabric, pots, and trinkets. Among them were 

Muslims who carried more than just goods; they carried memory, language, and faith. 

One such man was Abdul Karim, who arrived in the 1910s from Lebanon. He started with a simple 

wooden cart and later a worn leather bag strapped across his shoulders. From Baltimore, he would set 

out on foot or by train into the rolling countryside of Maryland, knocking on doors in Westminster, 

Hagerstown, and tiny farm towns few city folk ever visited. 

To the families he visited, Abdul Karim was known as the polite “peddler man” with kind eyes and a 

ready smile. He sold fabrics for dresses, buttons, cooking utensils, and sometimes even perfumes. He 

spoke broken English but made himself understood with warmth and patience. Farmers’ wives trusted 

him, often offering a glass of water or a place at the table. 

Yet tucked into the same bag where he kept his goods was a small Qur’an, wrapped in cloth. At day’s 

end, in barns or the back rooms of inns, Abdul Karim would spread his coat on the floor and recite 

quietly from its pages. He was far from a mosque, far from other Muslims most days, but his prayers 

stitched a thread between his wandering feet and his homeland. 

Over time, Abdul Karim became more than a merchant. He was a messenger of familiarity to scattered 

Muslim families who had no mosque or imam. When he passed through, they welcomed him into their 

homes, asked for news of other families in Baltimore, and joined him in prayer. His visits wove lonely 

households into a fragile but real network. 

When he finally saved enough to open a small dry-goods store in East Baltimore, many of his first 

customers were families who remembered his faithful walks through their towns. He had become part 

of Maryland’s hidden history: a traveling peddler whose journeys carried not only goods but also the 

light of Islam into places it had never been before. 
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9) The Shopkeeper’s Corner (The Store That Smelled of Cardamom) 

In the 1930s, East Baltimore’s rowhouse streets were dotted with tiny corner stores, dimly lit rooms 

where shelves were crammed with flour, sugar, and coffee. One of those belonged to Hassan, a 

Palestinian immigrant who had once been a dockworker but saved enough to buy a storefront. 

At first, Hassan’s shop sold only the basics: canned goods, soap, tobacco. But as more Muslim families 

settled nearby, customers quietly began asking for things they missed from home, olive oil, dates, 

lentils, and cardamom. Soon, Hassan transformed his shelves into something unique for its time: a 

grocery where Arabs and Muslims could find the flavors of their homeland. 

The store smelled of cardamom and cumin, and for many families, it was the only place where they 

could buy halal meat. Hassan worked with a local butcher, arranging for animals to be slaughtered 

according to Islamic practice. It was a quiet act of devotion in a city that had never heard the word halal. 

But the store was more than commerce, it was community. Men stopped in to read newspapers from 

Damascus and Cairo. Children pressed coins into Hassan’s hand for penny candy, listening to their 

parents’ trade stories of work, remittances, and Ramadan. On Fridays, Hassan would close for an hour at 

noon, rolling out a prayer rug in the back room. Whoever happened to be shopping would join him. 

For new arrivals, the shop was a lifeline. Hassan helped families find housing, introduced bachelors to 

others looking for boarders, and explained where to register children for school. His ledger book 

sometimes doubled as a notebook for phone numbers, addresses, and reminders, half business, half 

community directory. 

When Hassan passed away, his funeral drew far more people than his children expected. Customers, 

neighbors, and even non-Muslims came to honor a man who had turned a modest corner store into 

something sacred. In the memory of many, his shop was not just where you bought spices or bread, it 

was the first Muslim corner of Maryland, a place where faith and commerce met in harmony. 
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10) The First Eid Gathering (Joy in a Borrowed Hall) 

By the 1940s, Maryland’s Muslims were no longer just scattered individuals, they were small clusters of 

families, workers, and shopkeepers who longed to see one another. But with no mosque, no official 

space, and little money, they had only one option: to gather wherever they could. 

That year, as Ramadan came to a close, a group of men in Baltimore resolved to organize something that 

had never been done before: a communal Eid prayer. Word traveled through shops, letters, and even 

notes passed by traveling peddlers. Families who had only heard of one another suddenly looked 

forward to meeting face to face. 

On the morning of Eid, they rented a small hall above a bakery in East Baltimore. It smelled faintly of 

bread and coal dust, but the families transformed it with rugs carried from their homes. Women laid out 

trays of sweets, ma’amoul stuffed with dates, and honey-drenched pastries. Men whispered takbir, their 

voices uncertain at first, then growing stronger as more joined. 

Children, some barefoot, some in hand-sewn clothes, were told this was a “special day,” though many 

had never experienced Eid in such a way. For a few hours, the hall became something sacred. 

After the prayer, the celebration spilled out into the street. Neighbors peeked curiously from their 

windows as Muslim families embraced, exchanged greetings, and shared food. For the participants, it 

was more than a holiday, it was proof that they were not alone. 

Years later, some of the children would recall that day as the moment they first understood the power 

of community. It wasn’t a grand mosque or a public event. It was humble, crowded, imperfect, but it 

was the first Eid in Maryland, the beginning of a tradition that would grow into the large gatherings we 

know today. 
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Section Summary: Roots and First Branches 

The first ten stories are like fragments of an old quilt, stitched together from many lives, each with its 

own color and texture. They show us the earliest Muslims in Maryland: sailors who prayed quietly on 

docks, laborers who carried their faith in their lunch pails, women who passed traditions through 

kitchens and lullabies, and small merchants who transformed corner stores into sacred spaces. 

What binds them together is not power or wealth, but endurance. These were people without mosques, 

without institutions, and often without recognition. They were strangers in a new land, yet they carried 

pieces of home in prayer rugs, in recipes, and in the words of the Qur’an whispered at dawn. 

The dockworker, the peddler, the shopkeeper, the families in rented halls, each left behind more than 

their labor. They left behind a memory, proof that the Muslim presence in Maryland did not begin in the 

grand mosques of today, but in small places where faith was quietly lived. 

Their stories remind us that history is not always written in headlines. Sometimes it is written in the 

smell of cardamom in a grocery, the sound of a whispered takbir in a borrowed hall, or the steady 

footsteps of a man carrying both goods and a Qur’an in his bag. 

These first Muslims laid roots in difficult soil. Now, as we move forward in time, we will see how those 

roots gave rise to branches, the post-war students, professionals, and families who began to shape 

Maryland’s Muslim community into something visible and lasting. 
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11) The Student from Damascus (Between Two Worlds) 

In the late 1950s, when much of America was caught up in the hum of jazz, highways, and Cold War 

anxieties, Khaled stepped off a plane at Friendship Airport (today’s BWI). He was from Damascus, a 

young man with more books than clothes in his suitcase, clutching an acceptance letter from Johns 

Hopkins University. 

For Khaled, Baltimore was a bewildering place. The English he had studied in school was suddenly too 

fast, wrapped in accents he had never heard. He rented a small room near campus and survived on 

bread, cheese, and tea, occasionally sneaking away to a Lebanese grocer in Highlandtown to buy lentils 

and spices that reminded him of home. 

It was in the library that Khaled felt most at peace. Surrounded by shelves of medical journals, he 

remembered his father’s words: “Your studies are your prayer now. Do them with sincerity.” Those 

words carried him through long nights of anatomy and physiology. 

But it was faith that anchored him. With no mosque nearby, he prayed in his dorm room. On Fridays, he 

would quietly take a corner in the university chapel, laying his coat down as a makeshift prayer rug. 

Sometimes other students, Egyptian, Pakistani, Syrian, would join him, and they would smile at one 

another, grateful to not feel alone. 

The hardest part came during Ramadan. While classmates ate sandwiches between lectures, Khaled 

carried dates in his pocket, breaking his fast quietly in the evening. On weekends, a small group of 

Muslim students would gather in someone’s apartment, cooking rice and lamb, sharing stories of Cairo, 

Karachi, or Damascus. In those moments, the longing for home softened. 

Years later, Khaled would remember those nights not as hardship but as foundation. The friendships 

formed in tiny apartments, the improvised prayers, and shared meals, all became the early seeds of 

Maryland’s Muslim student associations. They were not institutions yet, only gatherings of young men 

and women holding fast to faith while balancing studies. 

When he graduated, Khaled had a choice: return to Damascus or stay in America. He chose to stay, 

becoming one of Maryland’s first Muslim physicians, quietly building both a career and a community. His 

story was not one of fame, but of bridging two worlds, and of proving that faith could flourish even in 

the quiet corners of student life. 
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12) The Pakistani Scholar (Carrying Knowledge Across Oceans) 

In 1962, Imran, a young scholar from Lahore, arrived in College Park, Maryland, to pursue graduate 

studies in political science. Pakistan was barely fifteen years old then, a new nation grappling with its 

own identity. Imran carried with him a deep sense of mission: to study governance and democracy in 

America, then return home to help shape his country’s future. 

He came with a single trunk, that had a few clothes, a worn copy of the Qur’an gifted by his mother, and 

a volume of Iqbal’s poetry. Those books became his anchors. He would often quote Iqbal to his 

classmates, sometimes with little explanation, as if to remind himself of the connection between 

intellect and spirit. 

At the University of Maryland, he found himself caught between two currents. On the one hand, the 

lectures and debates about freedom, civil rights, and global politics were invigorating. On the other 

hand, he faced the struggle of being different, of praying in hallways, eating vegetarian meals because 

halal meat was nowhere to be found, and constantly explaining why he didn’t drink alcohol at parties. 

It was in the student union lounge, however, that Imran found something transformative. A small group 

of Muslim students, Egyptians, Syrians, Iranians, and a few Pakistanis, met once a week to share tea and 

conversation. They were diverse, sometimes even disagreeing passionately about politics back home, 

but they shared a bond: the conviction that Islam gave them dignity in a world that often overlooked 

them. 

Imran was the one who suggested they formalize their gatherings. With his careful handwriting, he 

drafted the first constitution for what would become the Muslim Student Association (MSA) at College 

Park. It wasn’t grand, just a few articles about prayer, study circles, and mutual support. But it gave 

shape to something that would endure far beyond his student years. 

Decades later, Maryland would see MSAs in every major university, vibrant hubs of worship and 

learning. But in those early days, it was just Imran and a handful of peers, carving out a space where 

none existed before. 

Imran never forgot his promise to his family, he returned to Pakistan after his PhD. But the seeds he 

planted in Maryland started growing. His quiet initiative became part of the broader story of Muslim 

students in America, showing how scholarship was not only about books and degrees, but also about 

building communities that lasted long after graduation. 
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13) The Egyptian Engineer (Blueprints of Faith) 

In the mid-1960s, Maryland’s universities began to attract students not only from South Asia but also 

from the Arab world. Among them was Ahmed, a young man from Cairo, who came to study civil 

engineering at the University of Maryland, College Park. 

Ahmed was ambitious, he dreamed of building bridges and roads that could transform cities. But what 

he struggled to build in those early years was something less visible: a sense of Muslim community. 

Life on campus was both exhilarating and lonely. He excelled in math and physics, but the cafeteria was 

a test of its own, navigating food without pork or alcohol, explaining why he left his friends mid-

conversation to go pray, and fasting alone during Ramadan while his classmates laughed over pizza. 

Ahmed’s apartment soon became a gathering place. He invited other Muslim students, Egyptian, 

Pakistani, Nigerian, and sometimes even curious American converts, to share meals. They cooked lentils 

and rice with borrowed pots and mismatched plates. When prayer time came, they lined up in his small 

living room, bookshelves serving as the qibla marker. 

Ahmed was not an imam, but he became a kind of leader by default. He organized Friday prayers in 

classrooms after asking professors for permission. He collected donations for a student in need, insisting 

that helping one another was as important as exams. He even helped draft blueprints, not for a building 

this time, but for Maryland’s first permanent mosque. 

Though that dream would take years to materialize, Ahmed’s vision carried weight. He understood that 

just as cities needed bridges and foundations, so did faith. His engineering mind saw what others 

overlooked: that without structure, a community could scatter. 

When Ahmed graduated, he went on to work for a large construction firm, helping design highways that 

crisscrossed the state. Few who drove on them knew that their engineer had also drawn up plans for 

prayer spaces on campus and dreamed of a mosque in Maryland. 

His story reminds us that the builders of our physical world were also quietly building the foundations of 

our spiritual one. For Ahmed, engineering was not just about concrete and steel, it was about ensuring 

that faith had a place to stand, and a path forward, in Maryland. 
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14) The First Jummah in a Dorm Room (Prayer Between Desks and Beds) 

It was the late 1960s, and the Muslim student population at the University of Maryland was still tiny. A 

few Pakistanis, a handful of Egyptians, one or two Nigerians, they knew of each other, but often passed 

in the hallways without much more than a nod. That changed when Ramadan arrived. 

One student, Mustafa, decided it was not enough to pray alone. He sent word through friends: “Come to 

my dorm room this Friday. We will pray together.” 

That Friday, six men crowded into a small room on the third floor of a dormitory. The bed was pushed to 

the corner, textbooks stacked against the wall. Mustafa spread his thin rug on the floor, while others 

laid down their coats to make space. The call to prayer was whispered, not to disturb the hall, but for 

those in the room, it was louder than any sound they had heard all week. 

The khutbah was simple. Mustafa spoke of patience, of being strangers in a new land, and of the 

comfort that came from gathering. With no microphones, no minbar, and no marble floors, just six 

young men, bowing between desks and beds. 

After the prayer, they sat cross-legged, sharing dates and tea from a small kettle. Laughter broke the 

silence that had weighed on them for weeks. For a moment, the loneliness of being far from home 

disappeared. 

That night, Mustafa wrote in his notebook: “We prayed Jummah in my room today. It was not a mosque, 

but it felt like one.” 

Looking back, that humble gathering was the seed of something much larger. It was a reminder that 

sacredness does not come from architecture, it comes from intention. From that day forward, Jummah 

prayers in apartments, dorm rooms, and borrowed classrooms became a tradition for Muslim students 

in Maryland. 

Long before there were mosques and prayer halls, there was a dorm room, a rug, and six young men 

who believed that wherever they stood shoulder to shoulder, they were home. 
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15) The Convert’s Journey (Finding Islam on Campus) 

In 1973, James, a tall young man from West Baltimore, enrolled at Morgan State University. He was the 

first in his family to attend college. The world was changing around him, civil rights protests still echoed, 

Malcolm X’s speeches circulated on cassette tapes, and the call for Black pride was reshaping identity for 

his generation. 

James grew up in a Christian household. He sang in the choir as a boy, but by college, he was searching 

for something deeper. It was in a sociology class that he first heard a fellow student mention Islam, not 

the Nation of Islam he had seen in headlines, but Islam as a global faith, practiced by millions from Africa 

to Asia. 

Curious, he accepted an invitation to attend a Friday prayer held in a classroom on campus. The scene 

was simple: a handful of students, men and women, standing shoulder to shoulder, reciting words in 

Arabic he did not understand. Yet something struck him, the sense of peace that filled the room. 

Afterward, one student offered him a copy of the Qur’an. That night, James opened it. The first verse he 

read was: 

“This is the Book in which there is no doubt, a guidance for those who are mindful of God.” (Qur’an 2:2) 

He read late into the night. The words were unfamiliar yet familiar, like a truth he had always sensed but 

never named. 

Weeks later, James embraced Islam. He chose the name Hamza, though his friends still called him 

James. For him, Islam was not a rejection of his past, but a fulfillment of it, a way of connecting to his 

African heritage and to a global community of believers. 

Hamza’s conversion was not without struggle. His parents were hurt and confused, and some friends 

distanced themselves. But he found strength in the small Muslim student group at Morgan State. They 

prayed together, studied the Qur’an, and spoke about justice, not only overseas, but in their own 

neighborhoods. 

In time, Hamza became a bridge. He helped connect African American Muslims in Baltimore with 

immigrant students at Maryland universities. For him, Islam was not just a personal choice, but a way of 

building unity across lines that had once divided people. 

His story is one of many from that era, when African American students in Maryland discovered Islam in 

classrooms, and campus prayer circles. Their journeys remind us that Islam’s story in Maryland is not 

only about immigrants bringing their faith, but it is also about young Black men and women reclaiming a 

faith that spoke to their dignity, justice, and belonging. 
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16) The First Muslim Family in Suburban Maryland (From Apartments to Lawns) 

In the 1970s, Maryland’s Muslim presence began to move beyond the city blocks of Baltimore and the 

campuses of College Park or Morgan State. For the first time, families were settling in the suburbs, 

buying homes with small lawns, sending children to local schools, and shaping what would soon become 

the backbone of community life. 

One of the first such families was that of Dr. Farooq, a Pakistani physician who completed his residency 

at Johns Hopkins Hospital. After years of cramped apartments near the hospital, he and his wife finally 

purchased a modest house in Catonsville. For them, it was more than a house, it was a statement: We 

are staying. This is home. 

The neighbors were curious at first. A South Asian family with accents, foreign food smells drifting from 

the kitchen, and a wife who sometimes wore a scarf. But over time, kindness built trust. The Farooqs 

exchanged holiday cookies with their neighbors, invited children to play in the yard, and always offered 

a smile. 

Inside the home, however, life was a delicate balance. The parents insisted on evening Qur’an lessons 

around the dining table, while their children begged to watch American cartoons. Eid meant new clothes 

and sweets, but also awkward questions at school when classmates had never heard of the holiday. 

Without a mosque nearby, the family turned their living room into a prayer hall on weekends. Friends 

from Baltimore drove out, bringing food and folding chairs. Children played in the basement while the 

adults prayed upstairs. Slowly, the suburban home became a miniature community center. 

For Dr. Farooq and his wife, the greatest challenge was raising children who felt both Muslim and 

American. They knew the world outside their front door did not always understand their faith. But they 

believed that the roots planted in suburban soil would give their children opportunities they themselves 

never had. 

Today, suburbs like Catonsville, Silver Spring, and Columbia are home to thousands of Muslim families, 

with mosques, schools, and bustling community centers. But in the 1970s, it began with one family 

unlocking the door to a house on a quiet street, determined to raise children with faith in their hearts 

and belonging in their new homeland. 
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17) The Weekend Qur’an Teacher (Lessons at the Dining Table) 

In the late 1970s, before Maryland had established Islamic schools, parents relied on their own homes 

to keep faith alive for their children. Among them was Sister Khadijah, a mother of three who turned 

her Catonsville dining table into a classroom every Sunday morning. 

Her students were a mix of children, her own, plus half a dozen from nearby families. They arrived with 

giggles and fidgeting, carrying notebooks and pencils. Khadijah began each lesson with recitation of Al-

Fatiha. She would trace the Arabic letters on a chalkboard propped against the wall, patiently guiding 

small fingers to repeat: alif, baa, taa. 

For the children, the lessons were less about grammar and more about memory. They learned short 

surahs, prayers before meals, and the basics of wudu. But what stayed with them most was the warmth 

of those mornings, the laughter that interrupted lessons, and the gentle way Khadijah corrected their 

mistakes. 

Her efforts were not always easy. Some parents wanted faster results; others struggled to get their 

children to attend after long weeks of school. Khadijah herself sometimes felt overwhelmed, balancing 

her own housework with the responsibility of teaching. Yet she pressed on, convinced that if the 

children learned even a little, it would anchor them in their faith. 

Over time, her home classes grew. More parents asked if their children could join. She organized 

recitation circles, and even arranged a little “graduation” where each child recited a surah before the 

group. For the parents, it was proof that their children could grow up Muslim in America. 

What began as a dining table lesson would eventually inspire larger efforts. When mosques were 

established in the 1980s, weekend schools became formal institutions with dozens of teachers. Yet, 

those who attended Khadijah’s classes never forgot where it began: in a modest Maryland living room, 

where one woman decided the next generation would not grow up without the Qur’an. 
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18) The First Muslim Marriage in Maryland’s Suburbs (Two Families, One Future) 

By the late 1970s, Maryland’s suburbs were home to a growing number of Muslim families. But with 

families came a new challenge: marriage. Where once there had been only single workers or students, 

there were now daughters and sons ready to begin their own households. 

In Catonsville, one of the first suburban Muslim weddings was between Ayesha, the daughter of a Syrian 

shopkeeper, and Zafar, the son of a Pakistani physician. Their marriage was not just a union of two 

young people, it was the blending of two cultures, the first sign that Maryland Muslims were not just 

passing through. They were forming a foundation. 

The only affordable hall available at the time was a borrowed church basement in which the ceremony 

was held. Folding chairs and white tablecloths transformed the room into a celebration space. Elderly 

women hummed old wedding songs in Arabic, while uncles debated whether the bride’s entrance 

should follow South Asian or Arab custom. 

The imam who performed the nikah was not a full-time religious leader, he was a graduate student who 

had studied Islam back home. He recited the verses softly, his voice echoing in the basement. When 

Ayesha and Zafar exchanged vows, the room erupted in takbir, Allahu Akbar! 

The meal was a feast of cultures: trays of grape leaves and hummus sat alongside steaming pots of 

biryani and kebabs. Children ran between the tables, learning to dance to both Arabic drums and 

Punjabi songs. For one night, cultures merged under the umbrella of faith. 

What made the wedding truly historic was its visibility. Neighbors were invited, curious church members 

peeked in. For many, it was their first time seeing a Muslim marriage in America. For the families, it was 

proof that they could hold onto their faith and embrace their new homeland as well. 

Decades later, Ayesha and Zafar would tell their children about that day, not about the decorations or 

the food, but about the sense of community that blossomed in a basement hall. Their marriage 

symbolized the birth of a generation: young Muslims raised in Maryland, ready to weave together 

heritage and American life. 

  



 

38 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

19) The First Ramadan in the Suburbs (Breaking Fast Together) 

For Muslims who had grown up in Damascus, Lahore, or Khartoum, Ramadan in Maryland’s suburbs was 

almost silent in the beginning. There were no cannon blasts at sunset, no streets filled with lanterns, no 

shops bustling with late-night sweets. Instead, there were quiet cul-de-sacs, neighbors grilling burgers, 

and the faint glow of televisions behind curtained windows. 

In 1978, in Catonsville, a group of families decided they would not let Ramadan pass in isolation. They 

organized what became one of Maryland’s first suburban iftar gatherings. 

In the basement of the Farooq family’s home, the dining table groaned under the weight of dishes 

brought by every family. Syrian stuffed grape leaves sat next to Sudanese stews, Pakistani samosas 

beside Somali sambusas. The mix of aromas filled the room with something far greater than food, it was 

belonging. 

When the adhan was called, it was recited softly, almost hesitantly, yet the families felt its power. 

Children broke their fasts with dates and water, and elders closed their eyes in gratitude. For a moment, 

it felt as though the Maryland suburbs had transformed into Cairo, Karachi, or Damascus. 

After maghrib prayer, performed shoulder to shoulder on rugs spread across the floor, children played 

tag in the backyard, while adults lingered over tea and stories. They spoke about the challenges of 

raising children here, and of the dream that one day there would be a mosque in the suburbs where 

everyone could gather. 

The tradition continued year after year. Different families took turns hosting, sometimes in cramped 

basements, sometimes in rented community halls. Over time, these iftars laid the foundation for 

something larger: the collective spirit that would eventually lead to Maryland’s first purpose-built 

mosques. 

Looking back, those early suburban Ramadans were not marked by grandeur. They were marked 

by togetherness. For families adjusting to life in America, these gatherings were more than meals. They 

were proof that even in quiet Maryland streets, the rhythm of Ramadan could still beat strong. 
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20) The First Funeral in the Suburbs (Resting in a Land Without Muslim Cemeteries) 

In the year 1979, the Maryland Muslim community faced a moment it had quietly feared: the first death 

among their suburban families. An elder named Uncle Hassan, he was a Syrian shopkeeper who had 

lived in Baltimore for decades, passed away in his Catonsville home. 

For his family, grief was compounded by confusion. Where would they bury him? At that time, Maryland 

had no Muslim cemetery, no designated burial ground, no local imam with experience in funeral rites. 

The family gathered in their modest home, tears mixing with uncertainty. The Qur’an was recited softly, 

and phone calls were made frantically, asking who knew how to wash the body? Where could they find 

a grave? 

Eventually, guidance came from a small Muslim group in Washington, D.C. With their help, Uncle 

Hassan’s body was washed and shrouded according to Islamic tradition. The funeral prayer, Salat al-

Janazah, was performed in a rented hall, led by a graduate student who had memorized the rite from 

his childhood back home. 

When it came time for burial, the family had no choice but to use a non-Muslim cemetery. They 

explained their needs carefully: no coffin, if possible; burial facing east toward Mecca. The caretakers 

had never heard such requests, but after some persuasion, they allowed the family to follow their 

tradition. 

It was not perfect. The grave was not in a Muslim section, and some details were improvised. Yet, for 

the community, it was a moment of resolve: they could not let this happen again. The need for a Muslim 

cemetery in Maryland became urgent, sparking conversations that would, in later years, lead to the 

establishment of dedicated burial grounds in Howard and Montgomery counties. 

For the children who attended Uncle Hassan’s funeral, the memory lingered. They remembered 

standing in rows, whispering Allahu Akbar in unison, watching their elders lower him into the ground. It 

was their first glimpse of how Islam could be practiced fully, even in America, even in the suburbs. 

Death, though heavy, became a catalyst. It reminded Maryland Muslims that building a community was 

not only about schools and mosques, it was also about ensuring dignity at life’s end. 
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Section Summary: Students, Suburban Families, and First Institutions 

The second cluster of stories shows a shift: no longer were Muslims in Maryland scattered sailors, 

peddlers, or shopkeepers. They were now students, professionals, and families taking root. 

During the 1960s and 70s, there was a stream of students that came from Damascus, Lahore, Cairo, and 

beyond to study at Maryland’s universities. They would pray in dorms, and organize small Friday 

prayers, and lay the foundations for the state’s first Muslim student associations. For many African 

American students, Islam was a rediscovery of dignity and heritage, part of the broader search for 

justice during the civil rights era. Immigrant students and converts, together, began to weave a 

community that was more than the sum of its parts. 

By the late 1970s, the story moved to the suburbs. Families purchased homes in Catonsville, Silver 

Spring, and College Park, marking the transition from temporary life to permanence. Living rooms 

became Qur’an classrooms. Basements became makeshift prayer halls. Weddings blended cultures, and 

Ramadan iftars stitched together neighbors into a growing family of faith. 

Together, these stories show the roots deepening. Students became professionals, families built 

traditions, and small circles of faith began to envision something larger: mosques, schools, and 

institutions that could carry their children and grandchildren into the future. 
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21) The First Mosque Committee Meeting (Dreaming of a House of God) 

By the early 1980s, the Muslim families of Maryland had grown tired of praying in basements and rented 

halls. The children were getting older, parents wanted a place to teach them properly, and funerals had 

reminded everyone that without institutions, their community would remain fragile. It was time for 

something bold: a mosque. 

One evening, about a dozen men and women crowded into the living room of the Farooq family in 

Catonsville. The air was heavy with chai and nervous energy. Some brought notebooks, others simply sat 

cross-legged on the carpet. The agenda was simple but daunting: Could they really build a masjid in 

Maryland? 

The discussion began with finances. Someone suggested pooling donations from every family, whatever 

people could manage. Another floated the idea of asking for support from international Muslim 

charities. A retired engineer unrolled a sheet of paper with rough sketches: a rectangle for prayer space, 

a small side room for children’s classes, maybe even a dome if funds allowed. 

Not everyone agreed. Some worried that the community was too small, that buying land was too 

ambitious. Others feared drawing too much attention in a time when Islam was still misunderstood. A 

young mother, however, spoke firmly: “If we don’t build now, our children will have no place to 

belong.” Her words silenced the room. 

By the end of the night, they had not yet chosen land or raised money, but something more important 

had happened: they had made the commitment. A committee was formed, secretary, treasurer, 

chairperson. Pledges were scribbled down in notebooks. Names of possible properties were passed 

around. 

Walking out into the cool suburban night, one elder whispered, “Tonight we planted a seed.” 

That meeting, humble and uncertain as it was, became the starting point for what would later grow into 

some of Maryland’s largest mosques. It showed that faith could no longer survive only in private homes. 

The community was ready to step into the public square, to declare its presence with brick and mortar. 

The first mosque committee meeting was more than a discussion. It was the moment Maryland Muslims 

stopped asking if they belonged here, and started declaring how they would. 
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22) The Basement Masjid (A Mosque Beneath the Stairs) 

Before Maryland’s first purpose-built mosques opened their doors, prayers often echoed in unlikely 

places: school gyms, rented halls, borrowed churches, and, most famously, basements. 

One of the most remembered was in the early 1980s, when the Muslim families of Baltimore rented a 

modest house near Catonsville. The main floor was used for gatherings and classes, but the real 

sanctuary was downstairs, in a low-ceilinged basement where the scent of damp concrete mixed with 

the fragrance of incense. 

Prayer rugs covered the floor, stitched together in uneven rows. A single light bulb swung above, and 

winter drafts crept in through small basement windows. Yet, when the imam called the adhan, the 

space transformed. Men, women, and children stood shoulder to shoulder, finding warmth not in walls 

but in each other’s presence. 

Children remember the basement fondly, not only for prayers, but for sneaking sweets after iftar, for 

Qur’an lessons where Arabic letters were written on chalkboards propped against laundry machines, 

and for playing tag upstairs until parents pulled them back down for prayer. 

For the elders, it was humbler still. Some worried about fire codes, others about neighbors complaining. 

But each Jummah, each Ramadan night, reminded them of why it mattered: this was their mosque. Not 

a building of domes and minarets, but a basement that held their hopes. 

It was here that the first committees organized Eid prayers, that the first Qur’an competitions were 

announced, that visiting scholars gave lectures to small but eager crowds. It was here that new Muslims 

found their first community, welcomed with tea and stories. 

Years later, when Maryland’s grand mosques were built, many would look back with nostalgia at that 

basement. They spoke of it not as a place of poverty, but as a place of purity, where faith was lived 

without luxury, where every act of devotion felt raw and real. 

The Basement Masjid reminds us that sacredness is not in architecture, but in intention. Beneath the 

stairs, in a crowded room, Maryland Muslims proved that a community could rise from the simplest of 

foundations. 
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23) The First Friday Khutbah in English (Speaking So the Children Could Understand) 

In the early days of Maryland’s Muslim gatherings, Friday sermons (khutbahs) were almost always 

delivered in Arabic or Urdu. For immigrant parents, it felt natural, it connected them to home. But for 

their children, born or raised in Maryland, those sermons might as well have been whispers in another 

world. 

By the early 1980s, a young African American convert named Hamza stood up in a crowded basement 

masjid in Baltimore and did something bold. He delivered the khutbah in English. 

At first, some elders frowned. “This is not how we do it,” one muttered. Yet as Hamza spoke, quoting the 

Qur’an, retelling the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم example, and urging the youth to stay proud of their faith, the room 

grew quiet. For the first time, the younger generation sat up straight, listening attentively and 

understanding. 

Hamza spoke about the challenges of being Muslim in America. He didn’t just speak of theology; he 

spoke of lived reality. 

After the prayer, several parents approached him. One admitted, “I never thought of it this way, but my 

son understood everything you said today.” Another said quietly, “Maybe this is how Islam will live 

here.” 

From that day on, khutbahs in Maryland began to change. Many mosques adopted a bilingual model: 

opening in Arabic for tradition, but shifting into English to reach hearts. It was not without resistance, 

some argued it broke with custom. But gradually, it became the norm. 

That first khutbah in English was more than a change of language. It was a shift of perspective: a 

recognition that the future of Islam in Maryland depended not only on honoring heritage, but also on 

ensuring the next generation could understand, embrace, and live their faith in their own tongue. 

The echo of Hamza’s voice in that basement reminds us that faith is not frozen in language. Its essence 

transcends words. And sometimes, the bravest act is simply to speak so that your children can hear you. 
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24) The First Muslim Student Association at UMCP (From Study Circle to Organization) 

By the mid-1970s, Muslim students at the University of Maryland, College Park, had grown in number. 

They came from Egypt, Pakistan, Iran, Nigeria, Palestine, and a handful of American converts. Until then, 

their gatherings were informal prayers in dorm rooms, Qur’an study sessions in apartments, and 

occasional Ramadan dinners. But as the group grew, so did the realization: they needed structure. 

It was Imran, the Pakistani political science scholar, who first drafted a constitution (as mentioned in 

Story #12). However, the real milestone of registering with the university happened in 1975, when a 

small group of determined students entered the Student Affairs office. They filed papers to form 

the Muslim Student Association (MSA) at UMCP. 

The application was straighforward, and almost barebones. It included a statement of purpose: to 

provide a space for Muslim students to practice their faith and educate others about Islam, a list of 

officers, and a faculty advisor. Still, it had significance that extended well beyond the paperwork. For the 

first time, Maryland Muslims had a recognized student body on record. 

Their first official event was a Friday prayer held in a borrowed classroom. They pushed aside chairs, and 

laid coatson the floor as rugs. The khutbah was delivered in English. Dozens of people attended, which 

was far more than expected. For some, it was the first time they had prayed in congregation since 

arriving in America. 

The MSA quickly became more than a prayer space. It hosted lectures on Islam, invited professors to 

speak about the Middle East, and organized charity drives for families overseas. Perhaps most 

importantly, it created friendships that endured for decades. Students who once felt like isolated 

strangers now found brothers and sisters. 

The ripple effects were profound. MSAs soon appeared at Johns Hopkins, Towson, and Morgan State, 

inspired by what happened at College Park. What began as a student form filed in an office grew into a 

statewide network that gave voice and belonging to Maryland’s young Muslims. 

Looking back, alumni remember the MSA not for its bureaucracy, but for its heart: a circle of students, 

away from home, leaning on one another to keep faith alive. Their legacy is seen today in the vibrant 

MSAs across Maryland, but its seed was planted in a simple classroom on the College Park campus, 

where prayer, friendship, and vision united. 

  



 

45 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

25) The First Eid at UMCP (Joy on Campus) 

For years, Muslim students at the University of Maryland, College Park, had celebrated Eid quietly. They 

prayed in small apartments, shared food in dorm rooms, or drove to D.C. to find a larger gathering. In 

1977, the newly formed MSA decided to do something different: host an Eid celebration on campus. 

It was a bold idea. They booked a lecture hall through Student Affairs, a space that usually held 

academic talks or club meetings. That morning, they transformed it with colorful fabrics draped over 

tables, trays of sweets brought from home kitchens, and rugs borrowed from students’ apartments. 

When the call to prayer was made, the hall filled with students from every corner of the campus. Some 

wore traditional clothes, shalwar kameez, abayas, jalabiyas, while others came in jeans and jackets. For 

many, it was the first time they had seen such diversity united under one roof. 

The khutbah was delivered in English, a conscious choice to include everyone. The speaker reminded 

them that Eid was not just a ritual but a declaration of joy, resilience, and community. When the prayer 

ended, the room erupted in embraces, handshakes, and the sound of “Eid Mubarak!” echoing against 

classroom walls. 

Non-Muslim students peeked in, curious about the celebration. Some were invited to join and taste 

baklava or samosas. This turned into an unplanned moment of dawah It showed that Muslims on 

campus were not just foreign students hiding in libraries, they were a lively community with traditions of 

joy. 

That first Eid at UMCP set a precedent. Each year afterward, the celebrations grew, bigger spaces, larger 

crowds, and more visibility. What began as a handful of students in a lecture hall would, decades later, 

become campus-wide Eid banquets and prayers attended by hundreds. 

For the students of 1977, the memory was simpler. They had turned a college classroom into a house of 

worship, a dining hall into a place of laughter, and a foreign land into a home where they could 

celebrate Eid openly. 

In that moment, Eid on campus was not just about marking the end of Ramadan, it was about declaring 

that Maryland’s Muslims belonged here and that their joy could not be hidden. 
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26) The Founding of ISB (A Mosque Rises from Humble Beginnings) 

By the late 1970s, the Muslim community in Baltimore had grown too large to remain scattered across 

basements and rented halls. Families dreamed of something more permanent, a mosque that would 

belong to them, their children, and generations to come. Out of that dream came what would become 

one of the most important institutions in Maryland: The Islamic Society of Baltimore (ISB). 

 

The story began with small meetings. Families gathered in living rooms, much like the early mosque 

committees (Story #21), debating whether they had the numbers and the funds to build something 

lasting. At first, the goal was modest: a simple house that could serve as both a prayer space and a 

weekend school. But as more families arrived from Pakistan, Syria, Egypt, and beyond, the vision 

expanded. 

 

They pooled donations, $10, $50, sometimes $100 at a time. For many, it meant real sacrifice. Mothers 

sold jewelry, fathers skipped luxuries, and children dropped coins into collection boxes. Slowly, the fund 

grew. 

 

The first official home of ISB was a small building on Johnnycake Road. The upstairs was dedicated as the 

prayer hall, where men and women gathered shoulder to shoulder for daily and Friday prayers. The 

basement served as a multipurpose space, hosting Sunday school classes, Qur’an lessons, community 

meetings, and social programs. On Fridays, the building would overflow, with cars lining the street and 

worshippers spilling into every available corner. 

 

The founders of ISB were not only building a mosque; they were shaping a future. They wanted their 

children to grow up knowing Islam as something visible, rooted, and proud. The did not want it to be 

hidden. For the youth, ISB became more than a place of worship, it was where they made friends, 

learned to recite Qur’an, attended community gatherings, and began to see themselves as part of a 

larger Muslim identity. 

 

In the decades that followed, ISB would grow into one of the largest mosques on the East Coast, hosting 

thousands for Eid prayers and welcoming international visitors. But its foundation was far simpler: a 

small building on Johnnycake Road, devoted families, and a vision of permanence. 

 

The founding of ISB was a turning point for Maryland Muslims. It marked the moment when prayer left 

temporary basements and stepped into a place of its own. It was proof that this community was not 

temporary, not passing through, but here to stay. 
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27) The First Youth Group at ISB (Finding Faith and Friendship) 

By the mid-1980s, the Islamic Society of Baltimore was still young, housed in its first property in 

Catonsville. The Friday prayers were crowded, Qur’an classes filled weekends, and families gathered for 

community dinners. However, there was something missing: a space just for the youth. 

It was the teenagers themselves who first raised the issue. “We need something of our own,” they told 

the elders. While their parents focused on fundraising and construction, the youth were caught in two 

worlds, Muslim at home, American at school, and they needed a bridge between them. 

With the encouragement of a few forward-thinking parents, ISB’s first youth group was formed. Its 

meetings were modest, consisting of a circle of teenagers sitting on the mosque’s carpet, led by a young 

mentor who had grown up in the States. They discussed faith, but they also talked about daily struggles, 

peer pressure, explaining Ramadan to teachers, balancing basketball practice with maghrib prayer. 

The group organized Qur’an study circles, movie nights, and even camping trips. On Saturdays, they 

would gather in the mosque’s basement for halaqas, only to end the night with laughter, snacks, and 

sometimes late-night debates about music, fashion, or whether it was okay to play sports on Friday 

afternoons before Jummah. 

For many, the youth group became a safe haven. It was where shy teenagers found friends who 

understood why they didn’t eat pepperoni pizza in the cafeteria, where hijabi girls found 

encouragement to stay strong in school, and where young men learned that being Muslim in America 

meant more than just following rules, it meant being part of a larger story. 

The elders were skeptical at first, but eventually saw the benefits. The youth group gave their children 

confidence, kept them connected to the mosque, and prepared them to become the next generation of 

leaders. Some of those early participants went on to become imams, board members, doctors, activists, 

and mentors themselves. 

Looking back, the first youth group at ISB was less about programs and more about presence. It gave 

teenagers a place to be themselves, to laugh, to question, and to grow in faith together. It proved that 

the future of Maryland’s Muslim community was not only in bricks and mortar, but in the hearts of its 

youth. 

  



 

48 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

28) The First Interfaith Event at ISB (Opening the Doors) 

By the late 1980s, the Islamic Society of Baltimore had outgrown its converted house and was beginning 

to look like a true community center. The Friday prayers were overflowing, the youth programs were 

thriving, and weekend schools filled classrooms with children’s voices. But the leadership knew that if 

ISB was to flourish in Maryland, it could not remain inward-looking. The time had come to open the 

doors. 

The first real step was an interfaith event. Flyers were quietly distributed to nearby churches and 

synagogues, inviting neighbors to “Visit the Mosque.” The idea was simple: let people see who Muslims 

were, rather than rely on headlines or stereotypes. 

On a Sunday afternoon, folding chairs were arranged in neat rows. Volunteers brewed endless pots of 

tea. Women in colorful hijabs prepared trays of baklava and cookies, while children stood nervously, 

ready to hand out Qur’an pamphlets. The mosque felt like a home preparing to welcome honored 

guests. 

When the first visitors arrived, an elderly Methodist couple, a local rabbi, and a handful of curious 

neighbors, the air was thick with both excitement and anxiety. Would they understand? Would they ask 

difficult questions? 

The imam began with a simple introduction to Islam: belief in one God, the legacy of the Prophets, the 

message of peace. He spoke not in academic terms, but with warmth, telling stories of the Prophet 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, showing kindness to neighbors of all faiths. 

Questions followed: “Why do women cover their hair?” “Do Muslims believe in Jesus?” “What happens 

during Ramadan?” Each was answered patiently, sometimes with humor, sometimes with deep 

seriousness. The guests listened, asked more, and slowly the tension dissolved. 

By the end of the afternoon, neighbors were sampling food, children were giving tours of the prayer 

hall, and one church leader remarked, “I never imagined it would feel so welcoming here.” 

That first interfaith event at ISB was small, perhaps a few dozen people. Yet it set a precedent. From 

then on, open houses, interfaith dialogues, and community service projects became a hallmark of ISB’s 

identity. 

For the Maryland Muslim community, it was a turning point: no longer hidden, no longer only inward. 

The mosque had become a place not just for Muslims, but for conversation, friendship, and 

understanding across lines of faith. 
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29) The First Qur’an School at ISB (From Living Rooms to Classrooms) 

When the Islamic Society of Baltimore first opened its doors, the Friday prayers drew men and women 

eager for community, while potluck dinners kept families close. But for many parents, the most urgent 

question was not about themselves, it was about their children. 

“How will they learn the Qur’an here?” 

Back home, parents had relied on neighborhood madrasas, village teachers, or grandfathers reciting in 

the evenings. But in suburban Maryland, there were none. Children were learning English at school, 

watching cartoons on TV, and playing baseball in the park. Without structure, parents feared their faith 

would slip away. 

So in the early 1980s, ISB launched what would become its first Qur’an school, held on weekends in the 

mosque’s basement. The classrooms were improvised: folding tables, chalkboards, and donated books. 

Teachers were volunteers, mothers, fathers, and a few students who had memorized portions of the 

Qur’an back home. 

The classes were small but lively. Children repeated the Arabic alphabet in chorus, stumbling 

through alif, baa, taa. Older kids memorized short surahs and were rewarded with candy when they 

recited correctly. The lessons were often interrupted by laughter, mischief, or the smell of samosas 

drifting from the kitchen upstairs. Yet, for the parents watching, it was a miracle: their children were 

learning the same words they had grown up with thousands of miles away. 

Over time, the Qur’an school grew. More families joined, more volunteers taught, and eventually, a 

structured curriculum emerged. Report cards were introduced, with marks for tajweed and 

memorization. The children began holding small competitions, proudly reciting before the community. 

For many who attended, the memory of that first Qur’an school is still vivid, the crowded basement, the 

chalk dust, the gentle scolding of teachers, and the pride of parents when their child recited Surah 

Ikhlas for the first time. 

Today, ISB hosts full-time Islamic schools with hundreds of students, accredited programs, and 

professional teachers. But all of it began with a handful of parents, determined to pass on their faith, 

sitting in a basement with chalkboards and conviction. 

The first Qur’an school at ISB was not just about teaching children to read Arabic. It was about ensuring 

that the next generation of Maryland Muslims knew where they came from and where they belonged. 
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30) The First Islamic Wedding at ISB (A Nikah in the Prayer Hall) 

In the early 1980s, Maryland Muslins often often held weddings in church basements, rented halls, or 

family homes. They blended cultures, Arabic songs, Pakistani food, Sudanese hospitality. However, they 

lacked one important element: a proper Muslim setting for the nikah. 

That changed when the Islamic Society of Baltimore hosted its first wedding. 

The bride was Layla, the daughter of a Lebanese family, and the groom was Sami, a young Pakistani 

engineer. Their families had known each other through community dinners and Qur’an classes, and 

when the marriage was arranged, they both agreed it should be held in the mosque. 

On the day of the wedding, the prayer hall was decorated simply: fresh flowers were arranged near the 

mihrab, rugs were neatly straightened, and chairs were set up for guests. There was no stage and no 

flashing lights, just the quiet beauty of a sacred space. 

The imam recited verses from the Qur’an about marriage being a bond of love and mercy. His voice 

carried across the room, solemn yet tender. Sami repeated his vows nervously, while Layla’s wali gave 

his consent. When the imam declared them husband and wife, the room erupted in takbir, Allahu 

Akbar!, and tears welled in the eyes of parents who had never imagined witnessing such a moment in 

America. 

After the prayer, the families moved to the mosque’s basement, where women had prepared a feast. 

Platters of biryani sat beside trays of baklava, and laughter filled the air. Children darted between tables, 

while elders exchanged blessings. 

For Layla and Sami, it marked the start of a new life. For the community, it represented something 

bigger: a declaration that the mosque was not just a place for worship, but also for celebrating life’s 

most sacred commitments. 

That first wedding set a precedent. Soon, nikahs at ISB became common, and the mosque transformed 

into a community center where births, marriages, and funerals all found their place. 

The prayer hall that day symbolized more than the union of two young people, it symbolized the union 

of cultures, families, and a community finding its rhythm in Maryland. 
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31) The First Eid at the Baltimore Convention Center (A Sea of Believers) 

By the mid-1980s, Maryland’s Muslim population had grown beyond what small mosques and 

basements could hold. Eid prayers were overflowing, families squeezed shoulder-to-shoulder, with 

children spilling into hallways and parking lots. The elders realized: the community needed something 

bigger. 

The idea was ambitious, renting the Baltimore Convention Center for Eid prayer. At the time, the very 

thought seemed daring. Could Muslims really fill such a space? Could they afford it? And how would the 

city react? 

On the morning of Eid, families streamed into downtown Baltimore. Fathers in pressed shalwar kameez, 

mothers in embroidered abayas, children tugging at new clothes. For some, it was the first time they 

had ever prayed outside the safety of a mosque or home. 

Inside the Convention Center, rows of prayer rugs extended as far as anyone could see. Volunteers 

helped families find their spots, while ushers whispered instructions. As the adhan echoed through the 

cavernous hall, a hush fell over the crowd. Thousands stood together, bowing and prostrating in unison. 

For those who had once prayed alone in dorm rooms or basements, the sight was overwhelming. An 

elderly man was seen weeping quietly, whispering, “Alhamdulillah, I never thought I would live to see 

this in America.” 

After the prayer, the hall erupted in celebration. Children chased balloons, families exchanged sweets, 

and strangers greeted each other like old friends. Photographers captured the moment, and local papers 

even covered it. This showed that Muslims were becoming visible in Maryland’s public life. 

That first Eid at the Baltimore Convention Center was more than a prayer. It was a declaration. The 

Muslim community had grown strong enough to gather in the heart of the city, to celebrate openly, and 

to show future generations that they belonged here. 

Years later, as thousands continued to gather for Eid in stadiums, convention centers, and large halls 

across Maryland, many elders looked back to that first time in Baltimore. They remembered the nervous 

excitement, the sea of believers, and the realization that Maryland’s Muslims had moved from hidden 

corners into the open. 

It was not just an Eid prayer, it was the unveiling of a community. 
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32) The Founding of PGMA (A Mosque in Prince George’s County) 

While Baltimore’s Muslim families were busy growing ISB, a different story was unfolding in Prince 

George’s County. In the late 1980s, immigrant families, mostly from Pakistan, Egypt, Sudan, and West 

Africa, were settling in Lanham, Greenbelt, and College Park. Many worked in government, medicine, or 

engineering, but like their peers in Catonsville, they faced the same question: Where will we pray? 

At first, prayers rotated between basements and apartments. Students from the University of Maryland 

often joined, carrying food and laughter into crowded living rooms. But by the late ‘80s, the community 

had grown too large for such improvised spaces. The families decided they needed a permanent place of 

worship. 

Pooling their resources, they purchased a modest property in Lanham, a small building with more hope 

than space. It became the first home of the Prince George’s Muslim Association (PGMA). 

The early days were humble. Jummah prayers filled the small hall, forcing latecomers to pray outside in 

the parking lot. Weekend Qur’an classes were held with chalkboards propped against walls. Potluck 

dinners became lively cultural exchanges, with jollof rice alongside biryani and molokhia. 

But the heart of PGMA was not in its walls, it was in the people. African American Muslims, immigrant 

families, and international students prayed side by side. The diversity gave PGMA a unique energy, 

reflecting both the global and local community of Islam in Maryland. 

Leaders quickly realized that PGMA was more than just a masjid. It was a community center. It hosted 

youth groups, interfaith dialogues, and charity drives for neighbors. It became a place where children 

learned their first surahs, where teenagers found mentors, and where elders felt they finally had a 

spiritual home. 

Over the years, PGMA expanded from its modest building to a larger mosque and full-fledged 

community hub. But the spirit of its founding remained: a grassroots effort, born from families who 

believed their children deserved a mosque close to home. 

The founding of PGMA proved that Maryland’s Muslim community was not limited to one area or city. It 

was spreading, growing, and planting roots across the state. Together with ISB in Baltimore, PGMA in 

Prince George’s County became a cornerstone, two pillars anchoring Muslim life on either side of 

Maryland. 
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33) The Somali Families of Lanham (A New Home After War) 

In the early 1990s, as civil war devastated Somalia, leading to waves of refugees began arriving in the 

United States. Maryland became one of their destinations, especially Lanham and the nearby 

neighborhoods of Prince George’s County. There, affordable housing and existing Muslim networks 

provided a fragile but genuine lifeline. 

At first, Somali families felt like strangers even within the Muslim community. They spoke Somali, not 

Arabic or Urdu. Their food, clothing, and customs were different. Many carried trauma from the war, 

memories of lost relatives, nights in refugee camps, and the disorienting leap from Mogadishu’s chaos 

to Maryland’s quiet suburbs. 

It was PGMA that opened its doors. Families arrived in borrowed cars, carrying small children in their 

arms. They found not only a place to pray, but a community that tried to welcome them. The masjid 

basement filled with Somali mothers spreading mats for their toddlers, while young men clustered near 

the entrance, searching for work leads and help navigating America’s systems. 

Language was a barrier, but faith was a bridge. Prayers united them. Iftars in Ramadan became cultural 

exchanges, jollof rice and sambusas placed alongside biryani and molokhia. Slowly, friendships grew. 

Pakistani and Egyptian families offered rides, tutoring for children, and help with paperwork. Somali 

youth, quick to pick up English, started to act as translators for their parents. 

One elder later recalled: “We came with nothing but our faith, and PGMA gave us a place to breathe.” 

Over the years, the Somali presence reshaped PGMA. Friday prayers filled with new accents and 

rhythms. Qur’an competitions featured Somali children who excelled in memorization. Youth groups 

became multilingual, bridging African and South Asian experiences. 

The Somali families of Lanham not only found refuge; they enriched Maryland’s Muslim tapestry with 

resilience, hospitality, and a renewed spirit of community. Their story is a reminder that mosques are 

not just built from bricks and donations, they are built from the courage of those who enter them 

seeking belonging. 
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34) The Sudanese Engineer in College Park (Designing a New Life) 

In the 1990s, Maryland’s universities drew students from across the world, but many chose to stay after 

graduation, establishing new lives. Among them was Abdullah, a young Sudanese engineer who came to 

the University of Maryland, College Park, on a scholarship. 

Abdullah had grown up along the Nile, where his father was a farmer and his mother a schoolteacher. 

He carried with him both the discipline of his studies and the warmth of Sudanese hospitality. Arriving in 

College Park, he was struck by two things: the scale of the campus and the loneliness of being far from 

home. 

He threw himself into his classes, civil engineering lectures, long hours in computer labs, and internships 

that introduced him to Maryland’s infrastructure projects. But faith remained his compass. He prayed in 

dorm hallways, broke fasts with whatever he could find, and soon discovered PGMA, the small mosque 

in Lanham. 

At PGMA, he found not only prayer but family. Older Sudanese immigrants welcomed him, often inviting 

him to their homes for stews and warm bread. He quickly got involved in the mosque’s programs. He 

helped with youth tutoring, volunteered to design flyers, and even drafted proposals for how PGMA 

could expand its small prayer hall into a larger space. 

After graduation, Abdullah accepted a job with a Maryland engineering firm, where he contributed to 

projects that shaped highways and bridges across the state. Yet, no matter how busy work became, he 

returned each evening to PGMA. For him, service to the mosque was not separate from his profession, it 

was an extension of it. “If I can design for Maryland,” he often said, “I can also design for my 

community.” 

Years later, PGMA would unveil architectural improvements, a larger prayer space, classrooms, and 

parking that bore traces of Abdullah’s early sketches. Though he never sought recognition, his 

fingerprints were literally in the walls. 

For the Sudanese community, Abdullah became a model: educated, rooted, faithful, and giving back. His 

story reflects the broader truth of Maryland’s Muslim history, that mosques were not just funded by 

donations; they were constructed with the professional skills, labor, and dedication of the people who 

considered them home. 
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35) The Ethiopian Taxi Driver in Silver Spring (Faith Behind the Wheel) 

In the 1990s, Silver Spring was turning into one of Maryland’s most diverse suburbs, filled with 

immigrants from all over the world. Among them were Ethiopian Muslims, many of whom worked as 

taxi drivers. One of these drivers was Abdirahman, a quiet man with deep eyes and a gentle smile. 

Driving a cab was grueling work, long hours, unpredictable fares, and the constant stress of navigating 

traffic. But for Abdirahman, his taxi was more than a livelihood; it was a prayer rug on wheels, a place 

where faith connected with the streets. 

He kept a small prayer rug folded neatly in the trunk. When the time for salah came, he would pull over 

by a gas station or quiet corner, spreading it out between rides. More than once, curious passersby 

asked him what he was doing, and he would answer simply, “I am praying.” 

In his glove compartment, he carried a pocket Qur’an, its pages worn from being read at stoplights and 

breaks. He broke his fast during Ramadan with dates kept in a small container by the dashboard, sipping 

water between rides before returning to the wheel. 

His passengers rarely knew his struggles, but sometimes conversations unfolded. One late-night rider, 

curious about the beads in his hand, asked what they were. Abdirahman explained the tasbih, softly 

reciting praises of God. By the end of the ride, the passenger said, “You’re the most peaceful man I’ve 

met tonight.” 

Though life was hard, Abdirahman always gave back. Each Friday, after Jummah at a small Ethiopian 

masjid in Silver Spring, he donated a portion of his earnings to help new arrivals. He was among those 

who pooled money to rent a storefront that became an early Ethiopian prayer space. 

For his children, his taxi became a symbol. They remembered their father coming home late at night, 

tired but smiling, carrying groceries bought from his tips, and reminding them to never miss their 

prayers. 

The Ethiopian taxi drivers of Silver Spring were not wealthy, but they carried something priceless: the 

dignity of work, the constancy of prayer, and the determination to make Islam visible on Maryland’s 

streets. Abdirahman’s story, like many of his peers, is a reminder that Maryland’s Muslim history is not 

only built by professionals and scholars, but also by working men who kept their faith alive behind the 

wheel. 
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36) The Palestinian Activist in Baltimore (A Voice for Justice) 

In the late 1980s, as images of the first Intifada reached American television screens, a young Palestinian 

man named Omar stood at the steps of Baltimore’s City Hall holding a handmade sign: “Justice for 

Palestine.” He was one of only a handful of Muslims present that day, yet his voice carried far beyond 

the small crowd. 

Omar had come to Maryland as a student in the 1970s. He studied business at Towson State. After 

graduation, he chose to stay, and opened a small shop in Baltimore. His livelihood provided stability, but 

his heart was never far from the news. Each headline of violence in Gaza or the West Bank pulled at him. 

He felt it was not enough to pray from afar; he had to speak. 

At a time when few Marylanders had even met a Muslim, Omar became one of the first 

visible activists for Palestinian rights in the state. He organized teach-ins at universities, handed out 

leaflets after Jummah, and sometimes stood alone at protests, holding a sign while passersby hurried 

past. 

Not everyone approved. Some fellow immigrants told him to keep his head down, to focus on work and 

family. Others worried that activism would bring unwanted attention to a community still trying to 

establish itself. But Omar insisted that Islam required him to stand for justice, whether in Baltimore or 

Bethlehem. 

His activism soon expanded beyond Palestine. He spoke out against apartheid in South Africa, joined 

interfaith vigils against war, and built friendships with church leaders who saw in him a man of 

conviction. Over time, those connections helped open doors for Muslims in Maryland, showing 

neighbors that Muslims were not just newcomers but part of the moral conscience of the city. 

Though Omar never led a large organization, his voice influenced a generation. Many young Muslims in 

Baltimore recall attending their first rally because he invited them, or reading their first pamphlet on 

social justice from his hand. 

Decades later, when larger Muslim organizations in Maryland began hosting conferences, lobbying 

lawmakers, and joining coalitions, they stood on the shoulders of pioneers like Omar, the shopkeeper 

who dared to speak truth in the public square. 

His story reminds us that Maryland’s Muslim history is not only about building mosques and schools, but 

also about raising voices. Injustice abroad pushed Omar to action, but his efforts rippled at home, 

teaching Maryland’s Muslims that faith is not only in prayer halls, but also in the streets where truth 

must be spoken. 
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37) The Muslim Scout Troop (Badges, Tents, and Takbir) 

By the late 1980s, Muslim parents in Maryland faced a new challenge: how to keep their children 

connected to both their faith and their peers. Public schools offered sports and clubs, but many worried 

about weekend sleepovers, mixed activities, and values that didn’t align with Islam. The answer came in 

an unexpected form: Scouting. 

It began when a few fathers at the Islamic Society of Baltimore noticed their kids were fascinated by the 

uniforms, badges, and camping trips of local Boy Scouts. Instead of keeping them away, the parents 

decided to create their own troop, one that would follow the scouting model but with an Islamic spirit. 

The first Muslim scout troop met in the basement of ISB. A dozen boys, nervous but excited, were given 

uniforms with green sashes, each pocket ready for merit badges. They learned how to tie knots, pitch 

tents, and build campfires. But alongside survival skills, they memorized Qur’anic verses, learned how to 

lead prayer outdoors, and were taught that leadership meant service. 

Their first camping trip was unforgettable. In the woods of western Maryland, the boys set up tents, 

roasted marshmallows, and hiked trails. When maghrib came, they lined up under the open sky, praying 

with sleeping bags as makeshift prayer rugs. Their takbir echoed softly through the trees. For them, it 

was the first time Islam and American life blended so seamlessly, campfires and Qur’an, hiking boots 

and prayer beads. 

Parents soon saw the benefits. The boys gained confidence, discipline, and a sense of belonging. Instead 

of feeling torn between two worlds, they felt proud to be both Muslim and American. Over time, the 

program expanded to include girls’ troops, with mothers stepping up as troop leaders. 

Decades later, alumni of Maryland’s first Muslim scout troops often speak of those years as formative. 

Many went on to become doctors, teachers, community leaders, but they still remember their first 

badges, their first prayers in the woods, and the friendships that lasted long after scouting days ended. 

The Muslim scout troop was more than just a club. It served as a bridge, showoing young Muslims that 

they could camp, hike, serve their community, and still live their faith fully. In many ways, it was training 

for the life ahead: to walk confidently in both worlds, carrying Islam wherever they went. 
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38) The First Muslim Girl Scout Troop in Maryland (Cookies, Scarves, and Confidence) 

When the boys at ISB began proudly showing off their merit badges and camping stories, the girls of the 

community quickly asked, “What about us?” Mothers knew their daughters needed the same sense of 

belonging, leadership, and adventure, but tailored to their own experiences. Out of that need came 

Maryland’s first Muslim Girl Scout troop. 

The troop began in the late 1980s with a handful of girls, ages eight to twelve, meeting in the mosque’s 

multipurpose room. At first, it looked like any other Girl Scout gathering, uniforms with green sashes, 

crafts on folding tables, and talk of badges. But there was something distinct: Qur’an recitation began 

each meeting, and the lessons often blended faith with scouting values. 

The girls learned how to pitch tents and build fires, but they also learned how to lead prayers outdoors. 

They sold cookies at local stands, but they wore hijabs proudly while doing it, answering curious 

questions from neighbors. Instead of singing campfire songs about marshmallows, they wrote their own 

songs that celebrated faith, friendship, and fun. 

Their first camping trip was unforgettable. Mothers chaperoned, setting up tents beside their daughters, 

teaching them how to balance independence with safety. At night, the girls gathered under the stars, 

listening to stories of Khadijah, Aisha, and other women of Islam, realizing they too were part of a legacy 

of strong Muslim women. 

For many of the girls, the troop changed their lives. It gave them confidence to speak up at school, to 

explain their hijab with pride, to see themselves not as outsiders but as leaders. Parents noticed the 

change, their daughters stood taller, their voices firmer, their friendships deeper. 

In time, the troop grew, inspiring similar groups across Maryland. Girl Scout sashes in mosques became 

a familiar sight, and badges earned ranged from camping and cooking to Qur’an memorization and 

community service. 

Looking back, those early Girl Scouts became pioneers in their own right. Many grew up to be doctors, 

teachers, community organizers, but they still remembered the days of camping under the stars, selling 

cookies in hijab, and learning that being Muslim and American were not opposites, but two parts of the 

same whole. 

The first Muslim Girl Scout troop in Maryland taught a generation of young women something powerful. 

The learned that leadership can be taught, faith can be practiced, and joy can be discovered in both 

cookies and prayer. 
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39) The First Islamic School Proposal (From Sunday Lessons to Daily Learning) 

By the mid-1980s, Maryland’s mosques were bustling with weekend Qur’an schools. Parents were 

grateful for them, crowded classrooms where children traced Arabic letters, recited surahs, and learned 

the basics of prayer. But a deeper concern lingered: What about the other six days of the week? 

Public schools provided strong academics, but parents were concerned about the lack of Islamic values, 

the challenges of peer pressure, and the lack of space for prayer. More and more, they quitely asked the 

same question at mosque dinners and parent meetings: Could we start a full-time Islamic school? 

The idea seemed impossible at first. Land was expensive, teachers scarce, and resources thin. But one 

night at the Islamic Society of Baltimore, a small group of parents gathered around a dining table with 

coffee and notepads. They sketched out their vision for a school. In this school children would learn 

math and science alongside Qur’an and Arabic, where the day would begin with Bismillah, and where 

growing up Muslim in America would not mean choosing between faith and education. 

The first proposal was handwritten, just a few pages outlining curriculum ideas, estimated costs, and a 

dream of classrooms filled with Muslim children. It circulated among families, sparking debate. Some 

argued the community was not ready. Others said waiting would only make it harder. One mother spoke 

with conviction: “If we don’t start now, our children will be lost.” 

Fundraising began in living rooms, with parents pledging whatever they could. Teachers volunteered to 

draft lesson plans. The mosque board debated logistics, but momentum was growing. 

Though it would take years before Maryland’s first full-time Islamic schools opened, that early proposal 

planted the seed. It changed the community’s vision from survival to permanence, from teaching 

children how to be Muslim on weekends to raising them with faith embedded in their daily lives. 

The First Islamic School Proposal was more than a document. It was a declaration: that Maryland 

Muslims were no longer temporary sojourners. They were here to build institutions strong enough to 

shape their children, and their children’s children, for generations. 
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40) The Opening of Al-Rahmah School (A Dream Becomes Reality) 

In the mid-1980s, the idea for a full-time Islamic school felt like an impossible dream. Parents wanted it 

desperately, but ,many obstacles stood in the way. Yet by the early 1990s, the determination of 

Maryland’s Muslim families finally bore fruit with the opening of Al-Rahmah School at the Islamic 

Society of Baltimore. 

The first day was modest. A few classrooms were set up inside the mosque’s facilities, desks and 

chalkboards donated or purchased secondhand. There were only a handful of teachers, some trained 

professionals, others mothers and fathers, who stepped up because they believed in the mission. The 

student body numbered fewer than fifty, but to their parents, they represented the future. 

The curriculum was a blend: English, math, and science in the mornings; Qur’an, Arabic, and Islamic 

studies in the afternoons. The children recited Bismillah before opening their books, prayed dhuhr 

together in the mosque, and ended the day not with a school bell but with du‘a. 

The challenges were real. Resources were thin, teachers underpaid, and skeptics questioned if the 

school would be able to survive. But what it lacked in polish, it made up for in heart. Parents stepped up 

as administrators, janitors, and even bus drivers. Fundraisers were constant, with bake sales and dinner 

banquets offering crucial support. 

For the children, the school felt revolutionary. No longer did they have to explain to classmates why 

they fasted in Ramadan, or why they prayed during lunch. Here, their faith was normal, celebrated, and 

woven into daily life. For the first time, Maryland Muslim kids could grow up without having to split their 

identity between home and school. 

In the decades that followed, Al-Rahmah grew far beyond its humble beginnings, expanding facilities, 

hiring professional staff, gaining accreditation, and sending graduates into universities and professions 

across the country. But those first days remain etched in memory: classrooms buzzing with nervous 

excitement, teachers improvising lessons, and parents whispering prayers of gratitude. 

The opening of Al-Rahmah School was more than the launch of a school. It was the fulfillment of a 

dream first scribbled on a dining table proposal (Story #39). It was proof that Maryland’s Muslims could 

not only survive in America, but could create institutions strong enough to carry their children forward 

with faith, knowledge, and dignity. 
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41) The First Graduation Ceremony at Al-Rahmah (Capping a Dream with Tassels) 

When Al-Rahmah School first opened, many parents whispered doubts: Will it survive? Will it prepare 

our children for college? Will our kids be proud to say they graduated from an Islamic school? 

A decade later, those questions were answered. The day of the first graduation ceremony arrived, 

bringing tears of joy that the pioneers could hardly hold back. 

The ceremony was held in the ISB multipurpose hall, decorated with streamers in green and gold. 

Folding chairs filled the room, with families clutching cameras and balloons. On stage, a row of young 

men and women in caps and gowns sat nervously, students who had memorized surahs, passed science 

exams, and now stood as the school’s first alumni. 

The program began with Qur’an recitation, the voices of the graduates ringing clear. Then came 

speeches, teachers recalling years of hard work, parents remembering when the school was nothing but 

a few classrooms, and students speaking about what it meant to grow up in an environment where their 

faith was celebrated, not hidden. 

One graduate stood at the podium and said, “We are proof that being Muslim in America is not a 

contradiction. We are both—fully.” The audience erupted in applause, many elders wiping tears from 

their eyes. 

After the ceremony, families gathered for photographs. Proud parents posed beside banners that 

read “Al-Rahmah’s First Class.” Some whispered du‘a, thanking Allah for the blessing of seeing what 

once felt impossible. 

That first graduation marked more than academic success. It symbolized permanence. Maryland 

Muslims had created not only a mosque, but an institution capable of shaping futures. The graduates 

would attend universities, pursue careers, and take on leadership roles in their communities. No matter 

where they went, they remebered a school built from there parents’ sacrifices and the faith of a 

community determined to raise its children strong. 

Al-Rahmah’s first graduation was not just an ending. It was a beginning, the start of a legacy of Islamic 

education in Maryland that continues to this day. 
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42) The First Hifz Program in Maryland (Hearts That Carry the Qur’an) 

In the 1990s, Maryland’s Muslim parents were proud to see their children graduating from weekend 

schools and even from Al-Rahmah’s early classes. But some had a bigger dream, one carried from their 

own homelands: to raise children who would become Huffaz, guardians of the Qur’an who carried every 

word in their hearts. 

The idea was bold. Could children growing up in America, surrounded by distractions and without the 

traditional madrasa environment, really complete the memorization of the Qur’an? Some doubted it. 

Others insisted it was possible if the community provided structure and support. 

At ISB, a group of dedicated teachers and parents came together to try. They began the first organized 

hifz program in Maryland. It began in a small classroom with only a few students sitting cross-legged on 

the carpet, Qur’an mushafs open in front of them. The mornings echoed with recitation, sometimes 

stumbling, sometimes strong, but always sincere. 

The teachers were patient, repeating verses again and again until the sounds flowed naturally from 

young tongues. The students worked in pairs, listening to one another, gently correcting mistakes. 

Parents supported them at home, turning off televisions, rearranging family routines, and sometimes 

waking children before dawn to review lessons. 

The first child to complete hifz in Maryland was celebrated like a community victory. The mosque 

overflowed as the boy recited from memory, his voice quivering at first, then steady as dozens of elders 

wept openly. For them, this was more than one child’s achievement. It was proof that Islam could not 

only survive in America, it could thrive, root itself, and blossom into traditions as deep as anywhere in 

the world. 

From that first program grew many others. Soon, hifz classes spread to PGMA, Dar-us-Salaam, and 

smaller mosques across the state. Dozens of Maryland-born boys and girls became huffaz, leading 

taraweeh prayers during Ramadan and carrying the Qur’an in accents shaped by both Arabic and 

English. 

The first hifz program was more than an educational milestone. It was a declaration that the Qur’an 

would never be foreign here. It would be memorized, recited, and lived by children who pledged their 

hearts to it in the neighborhoods of Maryland. 
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Islamic Education in Maryland: From Vision to Legacy 

Story #39: The First Islamic School Proposal 

In the mid-1980s, parents in Maryland’s mosques were grateful for weekend Qur’an classes, but many 

worried it wasn’t enough. Their children were excelling in public schools, yet they lacked a daily 

environment where faith was part of learning. At dinner tables and mosque basements, the idea began 

to spread: Could we build a full-time Islamic school? 

A small group of parents drafted the first proposal, sketched on notepads over chai. The plan was 

ambitious: a school that blended academics with Qur’an, Arabic, and Islamic values. Some doubted the 

community’s readiness, but others insisted the time had come. That document, just a few pages long, 

planted the seed for the future. 

 

Story #40: The Opening of Al-Rahmah School 

Years later, that seed blossomed into Al-Rahmah School at the Islamic Society of Baltimore. Its opening 

in the early 1990s was modest, hand-me-down desks, volunteer teachers, fewer than fifty students, but 

for parents, it was revolutionary. Their children now began the day with Bismillah, prayed dhuhr in 

congregation, and ended with du‘a. 

It wasn’t easy. Resources were scarce, fundraising relentless, and classrooms cramped. But the 

community carried it with love. Parents volunteered as janitors and bus drivers, and teachers worked for 

little more than stipends. What mattered most was that their children were learning to be Muslim every 

day, not just on weekends. 

 

Story #41: The First Graduation Ceremony at Al-Rahmah 

By the early 2000s, the whispers of doubt had turned into tears of joy. The first class of Al-Rahmah 

graduates walked across the stage in caps and gowns, Qur’an recitation opening the ceremony, parents 

applauding, elders weeping. 

One student summed it up: “We are Al-Rahmah’s first. We will carry this responsibility with pride.” The 

milestone proved that the school was no longer an experiment, it was a permanent institution. The 

graduates went on to universities and professions, carrying with them both knowledge and faith. 

 

 

Story #42: The First Hifz Program in Maryland 

Even as schools like Al-Rahmah grew, some parents held a deeper dream: raising children who would 

become huffaz, carrying the entire Qur’an in their hearts. Skeptics wondered if it could be done in 

America. But in a small ISB classroom, the first hifz program began, children reciting verse by verse, 

teachers guiding patiently, parents restructuring home life around memorization. 
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When the first Maryland-born student completed hifz, the community celebrated as if it were their own 

child. His recitation at the mosque moved elders to tears, proof that the Qur’an was not only being 

preserved but flourishing in Maryland. 

From that program grew many others, spreading to PGMA, Dar-us-Salaam, and beyond. Soon, taraweeh 

prayers in Ramadan were led by Maryland-born huffaz, a powerful symbol that Islam here was not 

temporary, but rooted in the next generation. 

 

A Unified Legacy 

Together, these four milestones tell one continuous story: how Maryland’s Muslims moved from 

weekend lessons in borrowed classrooms to full-fledged schools, graduations, and children memorizing 

the Qur’an. What began as a fragile proposal became a legacy that continues to shape the community 

today. 
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43) The First Taraweeh Led by a Maryland-Born Hafiz (The Qur’an on Local Tongues) 

In the 1990s, when Maryland mosques first launched hifz programs (Story #42), many elders wondered 

if children raised in America could truly carry the Qur’an in their hearts. Would they have the discipline? 

Would they feel the same reverence? 

That doubt vanished the night a young Maryland-born hafiz stood before his community to lead 

taraweeh prayer during Ramadan. 

The mosque was filled with anticipation. For years, immigrant imams or visiting qaris from abroad led 

taraweeh prayers. Their recitations carried accents from Cairo, Karachi, or Khartoum. But now, in this 

prayer hall in Catonsville, it was one of their own, born in Maryland, educated in its schools, shaped by 

its streets, who began to recite. 

The first words flowed nervously, his voice quivering in the microphone. But as he continued, confidence 

grew. The familiar cadence of Qur’an filled the room, and worshippers closed their eyes, tears 

streaming. One elder whispered, “I never thought I would live to see this day.” 

For the parents who had sacrificed evenings, weekends, and countless hours to support their children’s 

memorization, it was a moment of vindication. Their children were not losing Islam in America; they 

were carrying it forward. 

The young hafiz, like many of his peers, balanced two worlds. By day, he was a Maryland student, taking 

exams, playing basketball, joking with friends. By night in Ramadan, he stood tall before hundreds, 

guiding them through the recitation of Allah’s words. His accent was different from Cairo or Lahore, but 

it was no less beautiful. It was the sound of the Qur’an rooted in Maryland soil. 

That first taraweeh led by a Maryland-born hafiz was more than an act of worship. It was a milestone of 

permanence. It declared that Islam in Maryland was no longer something imported or temporary, it had 

become native, embodied by children who could both pledge allegiance to their country and lead their 

community in prayer. 

From then on, taraweeh in Maryland was never the same. Each new hafiz who stepped forward became 

a reminder that the Qur’an had not just survived in America, it had thrived, passed from one 

generation’s memory to the next. 
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44) The Muslim Funeral Home in Maryland (Dignity in Death) 

From the earliest days of Maryland’s Muslim community, death had been one of the most difficult tests. 

In the 1970s, families had struggled to find cemeteries willing to accommodate Islamic burial practices 

(Story #20). By the 1980s and 1990s, as the community grew, the need for proper funeral services 

became undeniable. 

Every janazah was a challenge. Bodies were sometimes washed in borrowed spaces. Coffins were 

ordered from non-Muslim providers who were unfamiliar with Islamic requirements. Burials were 

delayed while families searched for guidance. The grief of loss was often made heavier by the confusion 

of logistics. 

It was in this gap that community leaders stepped forward to establish Maryland’s first Muslim funeral 

home. Located near Baltimore, the facility was modest at first, a small building with a preparation room, 

a storage area, and a chapel where families could gather. But it was sacred in its purpose: ensuring 

Muslims could return to their Lord with dignity. 

Trained volunteers and staff learned the rites of ghusl (ritual washing), shrouding, and preparing bodies 

for burial. For many, the first time they witnessed the process was overwhelming, but also grounding. 

Parents began bringing their teenage children to observe, teaching them that death was not to be 

feared but embraced as part of faith. 

The funeral home became more than a service. It became a place of unity. Families who rarely 

interacted in life, South Asian, Arab, African American, East African, found themselves praying shoulder 

to shoulder at janazahs. In grief, divisions melted, and the community remembered its shared humanity. 

Most importantly, the funeral home gave Muslims peace of mind. No longer would their loved ones be 

buried with uncertainty. No longer would families have to fight for the right to face the qiblah or forgo 

Islamic rites. The funeral home stood as a promise: that in Maryland, Muslims could live and die with 

dignity. 

Today, Maryland has several Muslim funeral services and cemeteries, all of which trace their roots back 

to that first facility. It came about from a need and a sense of compassion. Its legacy is not in bricks and 

walls, but in every prayer whispered over a loved one, every tear wiped away with the comfort of 

knowing: we cared for them as Islam taught us to. 
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45) The First Muslim Cemetery in Maryland (A Resting Place Facing Mecca) 

For decades, Muslim families in Maryland faced a painful dilemma when loved ones passed away. 

Without a dedicated cemetery, they were forced to negotiate with non-Muslim burial grounds, often 

compromising on Islamic practices. Graves might not face the qiblah, bodies were sometimes placed in 

coffins instead of shrouds, and burials could be delayed by red tape. Each janazah carried not only grief, 

but frustration. 

By the early 1990s, the community resolved: it was time to establish a Muslim cemetery. 

The effort began with long meetings, tense debates, and many visits to county offices. Zoning laws were 

strict, costs high, and some neighbors resisted the idea of a cemetery nearby. But Muslim leaders 

persisted, driven by the belief that dignity in death was as important as dignity in life. 

Eventually, land was secured in Howard County, where the first Muslim burial ground in Maryland was 

consecrated. The opening was marked not by a ribbon-cutting, but by the burial of a humble elder 

whose family had long prayed for such a space. His grave, aligned toward Mecca, was the first of many 

to follow. 

The cemetery was simple at first, just rows of graves with modest markers, shaded by trees. But for 

families, it was sacred ground. They no longer had to travel to D.C. or struggle with funeral directors 

unfamiliar with Islamic rites. Here, in Maryland soil, they could lay their loved ones to rest according to 

tradition. 

Over time, the cemetery became a site for memory and reflection. During Eid, families visited graves 

with Qur’an recitations. Youth groups came to learn about janazah practices, to remind themselves of 

life’s fragility. Volunteers took care of the grounds by mowing grass and planting flowers. 

The establishment of the first Muslim cemetery was more than a logistical solution. It was a milestone of 

permanence. It said to the world: Muslims are not just visitors in Maryland. We live here, we die here, 

and we return to Allah here. 

Today, multiple Muslim cemeteries exist across the state, but all trace their legacy back to that first 

resting place in Howard County, a patch of earth that gave the community not only peace for the dead, 

but reassurance for the living. 
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46) The First Muslim-Owned Business District in MD (Commerce, Community, and Identity) 

By the mid-1990s, Maryland’s Muslim population had grown significantly. Its presence was visible in 

mosques and schools but also in commerce. What began as small corner shops and family groceries 

transformed into a network of Muslim-owned businesses. This change made certain areas of Maryland 

vibrant community hubs. 

One of the earliest examples took shape along Route 40 in Baltimore County and parts of Lanham in 

Prince George’s County. A handful of halal butchers, travel agencies, bookstores, and clothing shops 

opened side by side. At first, their owners knew little about zoning or marketing. They simply wanted to 

serve their families and neighbors. But soon, the streets bustled with life in a way that reminded many 

immigrants of markets back home. 

There was the butcher shop where fathers lined up for halal lamb before Ramadan. They chatted in 

Urdu, Arabic, and Somali. Next door, a small Islamic bookstore sold Qur’ans, prayer rugs, and cassette 

tapes of lectures. It often served as a place for youth to linger, ask questions of the shopkeeper. A few 

doors down, a Pakistani-owned restaurant became a favorite weekend stop, where families crowded 

around tables for biryani and kebabs after Jummah. 

These businesses were more than commercial ventures. They were cultural anchors. Mothers found 

abayas and modest dresses without having to drive to D.C. Travelers booked hajj and umrah trips with 

agents who understood their needs. Youth discovered a “third space” between school and mosque, 

where they could socialize while still being connected to their faith. 

Local newspapers sometimes referred to these clusters as “Little Cairo” or “Little Karachi,” though the 

owners disliked the labels. To them, it wasn’t about creating enclaves, it was about survival, service, and 

giving the community places to breathe. 

By the end of the 1990s, Maryland’s first Muslim-owned business districts had achieved something 

profound. They had taken the community from invisibility to visibility, not just through prayer halls, but 

through storefronts, signs, and public spaces that announced: Muslims are here, and they are part of the 

economic and social fabric of Maryland. 

The first business districts showed that Islam was not confined to ritual spaces. It lived in markets, 

restaurants, travel agencies, and bookstores, everyday spaces where Maryland Muslims wove their faith 

into the rhythm of American life. 
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47) The Halal Meat Boom (From Backyards to Butcher Shops) 

In the 1970s and early 1980s, finding halal meat in Maryland was nearly impossible. Families improvised, 

some slaughtered goats in their backyards, others drove hours to New Jersey or D.C. to buy meat, and 

many quietly settled for vegetarian meals most of the week. 

But as the Muslim population grew in the late 1980s and 1990s, demand created a market. The 

first halal butcher shops opened in Baltimore and Prince George’s County, often tucked into small strip 

malls. They were modest places, fluorescent lights, handwritten signs, and freezers humming loudly in 

the background. Yet to Muslim families, they were treasures. 

At Eid al-Adha, lines stretched out the door. Fathers brought their children to watch qurbani being 

prepared, teaching them the story of Ibrahim. Mothers ordered lamb and chicken for Ramadan feasts, 

and young couples came nervously asking, “Is this really halal?” The butchers reassured them with 

smiles, explaining the process, sometimes even letting customers witness the slaughter to build trust. 

Word spread quickly. Soon, halal meat was not just for Muslims from South Asia or the Middle East. 

Somali, Ethiopian, and West African families brought their own traditions of cooking and spices. Even 

non-Muslim neighbors discovered halal shops, drawn by the freshness and care. 

By the late 1990s, Maryland’s halal market had exploded. New stores opened in Catonsville, Silver 

Spring, and Lanham. Some became full groceries, offering imported spices, lentils, teas, and clothing 

alongside meat. Eid seasons turned these shops into community centers, buzzing with greetings, shared 

sweets, and children tugging at their parents for candy. 

The halal meat boom did more than fill stomachs. It gave Maryland Muslims visibility. Signs with the 

word HALAL began appearing on storefronts, a public declaration of faith and identity. It also gave 

families confidence, they could now live fully as Muslims without compromise, knowing their meals 

were part of their worship. 

Today, halal meat is so common in Maryland that it is taken for granted. But for the pioneers who once 

drove miles or made do without, the first butcher shops felt like a revolution. They turned necessity into 

community, and food into faith made visible. 
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48) The First Muslim-Owned Restaurant in MD (From Family Kitchen to Community Table) 

By the mid-1990s, halal meat shops had spread across Maryland (Story #47), but something was still 

missing: a place where families could sit down, share a meal, and taste home together. That gap was 

filled when Maryland saw its first Muslim-owned halal restaurant. 

The story begins in Baltimore, where a Pakistani family decided to open a small eatery on Route 40. The 

décor was simple, plastic tablecloths, handwritten menus, and the smell of sizzling kebabs drifting out 

onto the street. At first, the restaurant catered to Muslim families eager for a night off from cooking. 

Mothers arrived with children in tow, fathers ordered trays of biryani, and students gathered late at 

night for plates of spicy chicken and steaming naan. 

What made the restaurant special was not only the food but the atmosphere. On Friday nights, it felt 

like an extension of the mosque, families greeting each other across tables, children running between 

booths, and strangers striking up conversations that turned into friendships. For new immigrants, it was 

often the first place they felt Maryland could be home. 

Word spread quickly. Soon, not just Muslims but curious neighbors stopped by, drawn by the aromas 

and the hospitality. They asked about the word halal on the sign, and the owners explained it with pride, 

turning meals into moments of dawah. 

The restaurant became more than a business. It was where weddings were catered, fundraisers were 

hosted, and students celebrated after exams. Community leaders met over tea to plan projects, and 

imams stopped in for late-night dinners after taraweeh. 

Other restaurants soon followed, Middle Eastern, Somali, Turkish, West African, each bringing its own 

flavors, each becoming a piece of Maryland’s Muslim identity. Together, they transformed the state’s 

dining landscape, making halal food not just available but celebrated. 

That first restaurant, however humble, was a turning point. It showed that Maryland Muslims no longer 

had to hide their traditions in private kitchens. They could set a table in the public square, invite the 

world to join, and let their food tell the story of who they were. 
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49) The Islamic Bookstore in Baltimore (Shelves of Guidance) 

In the 1990s, before the internet and smartphones, Maryland Muslims searching for Islamic books had 

few options. Most relied on hand-me-down texts from relatives abroad, photocopied pamphlets from 

conferences, or translations of the Qur’an purchased by mail. But one corner of Baltimore became 

something special: an Islamic bookstore run by a devoted family. 

The store was small, just a narrow shop tucked between other immigrant-owned businesses. Its shelves 

were packed tightly: Qur’ans in Arabic and English, books on seerah, collections of hadith, and guides to 

prayer and fasting. There were also children’s books, brightly illustrated stories about prophets and 

morals, often imported at great cost. 

Walking into the store felt different than any other shop. The air smelled faintly of incense and paper. A 

quiet salaam greeted every visitor, whether they came to browse or simply to sit in the corner and read. 

Students from Johns Hopkins and UMBC often lingered for hours, flipping through books they could not 

find anywhere else. 

The bookstore quickly became more than a place to buy texts, it was a community hub. Flyers for 

mosque events covered the front window. Youth met there to debate ideas and plan study circles. 

Converts came shyly, asking for a beginner’s guide to Islam, and walked out with Qur’ans gifted freely by 

the owner. 

The shopkeeper, an Egyptian immigrant named Mahmoud, saw the bookstore as more than business. 

For him, it was sadaqah jariyah—a continuous charity. He sometimes refused payment from those who 

could not afford books, insisting, “Knowledge should never be denied for lack of money.” 

Over the years, the bookstore helped shape countless lives. Many Maryland Muslims remember buying 

their first Qur’an there, their first book on Islamic history, or even the prayer beads they carried into 

adulthood. 

Though online bookstores and apps would eventually change the landscape, the Islamic bookstore of 

Baltimore holds a sacred place in memory. It was where knowledge was made accessible, where 

community grew between shelves, and where the written word of Islam helped anchor Muslims in 

Maryland long before Google search bars existed. 
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50) The First Muslim Conference in Maryland (A Gathering Beyond Borders) 

By the mid-1990s, Maryland’s Muslim population had grown large enough that each mosque had its 

own rhythm, ISB in Baltimore, PGMA in Lanham, small storefront masjids in Silver Spring, and weekend 

schools across the suburbs. But there was still something missing: unity. Families often knew only their 

own circle, unaware of the rich diversity of Muslims living just a few miles away. 

That changed with Maryland’s first statewide Muslim conference. 

Organized by a coalition of mosque leaders, student groups, and community volunteers, the conference 

was held in a rented high school auditorium in Columbia. Flyers were distributed after Jummah prayers, 

by fax, and even by hand at halal stores. The theme was simple but ambitious: “Muslims in America: 

Building Our Future Together.” 

On the morning of the conference, the parking lot overflowed. Families arrived from every corner of the 

state—South Asian, Arab, African, African American. Inside, the sight was breathtaking: hundreds of 

Muslims filling an American auditorium, shoulder to shoulder, listening to scholars and community 

leaders speak about identity, youth, and the future. 

The program included lectures on Islam in America, workshops for parents, youth circles, and even a 

small bazaar where vendors sold books, hijabs, and halal snacks. For many, it was the first time they 

realized they were part of something far bigger than their local mosque. 

One highlight was the keynote address, delivered by a nationally known scholar who reminded the 

audience, “You are not guests in this country. You are part of its future.” The words electrified the room, 

planting seeds of confidence that would shape a generation. 

The conference ended with maghrib prayer. Hundreds lined the gym floor, voices echoing in unison, the 

sound of takbir filling the school walls. For those present, it was unforgettable. 

That first Maryland Muslim conference marked the beginning of a tradition. In later years, the events 

grew, moving to convention centers, attracting national speakers, and drawing thousands. But the spirit 

of the first one remained: the joy of seeing one another, the discovery of shared struggles, and the 

conviction that unity was possible. 

The first Muslim conference was more than a day of lectures. It was a declaration that Maryland 

Muslims were not isolated islands, but one community, bound together by faith and future. 

  



 

73 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

51) The Rise of Dar-us-Salaam in College Park (From a Student Apartment to a Movement) 

In the early 1990s, a new kind of Muslim community began to take shape in Maryland, not centered in 

Baltimore, but in College Park, near the University of Maryland. Its roots were humble: a handful of 

young Muslims, many of them students and recent converts, meeting in apartments to study Qur’an, 

pray together, and dream of something greater. 

That dream became Dar-us-Salaam. 

At its heart was a vision: to create a comprehensive Islamic environment where every part of life, 

worship, education, family, and service, could be nurtured under one roof. Unlike other mosques that 

focused only on prayer, Dar-us-Salaam aimed to build a community model: masjid, school, youth 

programs, social services, and outreach, all interconnected. 

The early days were fragile. Meetings were held in borrowed rooms on campus. Friday prayers rotated 

between lecture halls and gyms. Yet the energy was contagious. Young people flocked to the gatherings, 

drawn by the warmth of the leaders, the clarity of the Qur’an-centered teaching, and the sense that 

they were part of something new. 

By the mid-1990s, Dar-us-Salaam had secured a building in College Park, converting it into a masjid. 

Families began to move closer, deliberately choosing homes within walking distance. The masjid became 

a hive of activity—daily prayers, study circles, and vibrant Friday sermons that spoke directly to the 

challenges of being Muslim in America. 

Soon came Al-Huda School, Dar-us-Salaam’s educational arm. Parents enrolled their children with the 

hope that they could grow up rooted in both Islam and academic excellence. Youth groups followed, 

along with community service programs, dawah initiatives, and even businesses that supported the 

community. 

What set Dar-us-Salaam apart was its holistic approach. It wasn’t just a mosque. It was an ecosystem, a 

place where a Muslim could live, learn, marry, raise children, and serve society, all under the banner of 

Islam. For many, it felt like a revival, a return to the idea of the masjid as the center of life. 

By the 2000s, Dar-us-Salaam’s influence reached far beyond College Park. Conferences, lectures, and 

programs drew Muslims from across Maryland and the East Coast. For some, it became a model of how 

to build strong, faith-centered communities in America. 

The rise of Dar-us-Salaam marked a new chapter in Maryland’s Muslim history. It showed that the 

community was no longer just building mosques for survival, it was building institutions for 

transformation. What began in student apartments had become one of the state’s most dynamic 

centers of faith, learning, and identity. 
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52) The Founding of Al-Huda School (A Classroom for a New Generation) 

Dar-us-Salaam’s vision in the 1990s was bold: not just to open a masjid in College Park, but to build an 

entire ecosystem for Muslim life. At the center of that vision was education. Parents dreamed of a place 

where their children could study math, science, and history without ever feeling they had to leave their 

Islam at the classroom door. 

That dream took form as Al-Huda School. 

It began in 1995 with a small group of children gathered in makeshift classrooms inside the masjid. 

Desks and chalkboards were borrowed, textbooks pieced together, and teachers were a mix of certified 

educators and dedicated community members. The early classes were small, just a handful of grades at 

first—but the atmosphere was electric. Parents whispered to one another: “This is the school we wished 

we had.” 

The curriculum was ambitious. Alongside core academic subjects, students memorized Qur’an, learned 

Arabic, and studied Islamic history. Days began with Bismillah and ended with du‘a. Salah was part of 

the daily routine, and teachers worked to weave Islamic values into every subject, whether it was 

honesty in math, stewardship in science, or justice in social studies. 

Challenges were constant. There were never enough resources, classrooms were cramped, and 

fundraising was relentless. Yet, what Al-Huda lacked in polish, it made up for in passion. Parents 

volunteered to drive buses, serve lunches, and even clean classrooms. Teachers sometimes worked for 

little more than stipends, motivated by faith and a sense of mission. 

Over time, the school grew rapidly. More grades were added, extracurricular activities developed, and 

Al-Huda became accredited, proving that Islamic schools could meet high academic standards while 

nurturing faith. Its graduates went on to universities across the country, many returning to serve the 

Muslim community as professionals, leaders, and educators. 

What made Al-Huda unique was not just its academics but its atmosphere. Students grew up seeing 

Islam as normal, natural, and woven into every part of life. For them, the school was not simply a place 

of study but a home, where they could form lifelong friendships and a confident identity as Maryland 

Muslims. 

The founding of Al-Huda School was a milestone for Maryland’s Muslims. It showed that Islamic 

education was not just a dream scribbled on proposals (Story #39) or a modest beginning in mosque 

basements (Story #29). It was a living reality, an institution capable of shaping generations, giving 

children not only knowledge for the world but also guidance for the hereafter. 
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53) The First Al-Huda Graduation (Caps, Gowns, and Du‘a) 

By the early 2000s, Al-Huda School in College Park had grown from a few classrooms into a full-fledged 

institution. Parents who had once wondered if it would survive now found themselves attending a 

milestone they had hardly dared to imagine: the school’s first graduation ceremony. 

The event was held in the masjid’s multipurpose hall, decorated with banners that read “Al-Huda Class 

of 2001”. Folding chairs were set neatly in rows, and families arrived dressed in their best, cameras in 

hand. For many, it was a surreal moment, their children, once reciting the alphabet in makeshift 

classrooms, now walking in caps and gowns to receive diplomas. 

The ceremony began, as always, with Qur’an recitation. A graduate stood at the podium, his voice 

steady, reciting verses about knowledge, patience, and gratitude. Then came speeches: teachers 

recalling years of challenges and growth, parents wiping tears, and students reflecting on what it meant 

to be raised in an environment where their faith was woven into every subject. 

One graduate captured the spirit of the day: 

“We are Al-Huda’s first. We carry this responsibility with pride. Wherever we go, we will take what this 

community gave us, our faith, our confidence, and our roots.” 

Applause and takbir filled the room. Elders who had once doubted the project’s feasibility now openly 

wept, whispering alhamdulillah for living to see this day. 

After the diplomas were awarded, families gathered for photographs. Students posed with teachers who 

had doubled as mentors and role models, some of whom had taught them since kindergarten. Parents 

exchanged knowing smiles, their years of sacrifice, fundraisers, volunteer hours, tuition payments, 

validated in the success of their children. 

That first graduation was more than an academic milestone. It was a symbol of permanence. Al-Huda 

was no longer just an experiment; it was an institution. The graduates went on to universities, careers, 

and community leadership, carrying with them the legacy of a school born from faith and perseverance. 

In the years to come, Al-Huda would graduate hundreds more. But none would forget that first class, the 

trailblazers who proved that Maryland’s Muslims could raise children strong in both faith and 

knowledge, confident in both their deen and their American identity. 
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54) The Growth of Al-Huda into a Regional Hub (From Local Classrooms to Regional) 

When Al-Huda School opened in 1995 (Story #52), no one could have imagined how quickly it would 

grow. What began as a handful of students in makeshift classrooms inside Dar-us-Salaam’s College Park 

building soon expanded into a regional hub for Islamic education and community life. 

By the early 2000s, enrollment had skyrocketed. Families moved from across Maryland, and even from 

neighboring Virginia and D.C., just to be closer. The once-small school now had waiting lists, and 

classrooms buzzed with children reciting Qur’an, solving math problems, and preparing science fair 

projects. Parents spoke proudly of how their children could seamlessly discuss algebra and hadith on the 

same day. 

Dar-us-Salaam’s vision stretched far beyond the classroom. Al-Huda became part of a larger ecosystem: 

weekend programs for youth, summer camps, seminars for adults, and outreach events for the wider 

community. Parents who had once worried about losing their children to cultural assimilation now 

found their kids growing into confident Muslim Americans, fluent in both their deen and their society. 

The school’s first major expansion was into a larger facility, giving it the ability to add more grades, 

specialized teachers, and extracurriculars. Students began competing in national competitions, entering 

college with strong academic records, and joining professional fields while holding tightly to their faith. 

Al-Huda also became a magnet for religious learning. Its hifz program drew students from across the 

East Coast, while its lectures and conferences attracted national speakers. Families often spoke of Dar-

us-Salaam not just as a masjid or school, but as a movement, a place where the vision of an Islam-

centered life in America was being lived every day. 

By the late 2000s, Al-Huda had gained a reputation far beyond Maryland. Visitors came from other 

states to study its model, hoping to replicate it in their own communities. Conferences, youth retreats, 

and dawah efforts radiated outward, making College Park a hub of Muslim intellectual and spiritual life. 

The growth of Al-Huda into a regional hub marked a turning point in Maryland Muslim history. It 

showed that Islamic institutions in America could aspire not just to survive, but to lead, to become 

models of education, service, and community building that inspired Muslims nationwide. 
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55) The Al-Huda Summer Program (A Training Ground for Youth and Converts) 

By the late 1990s, Al-Huda School had already established itself as a cornerstone of education in College 

Park. But Dar-us-Salaam’s leaders knew that Islamic identity could not be built only from September to 

June. Young people needed year-round guidance, and new Muslims needed immersion beyond Friday 

khutbahs. Out of this need was born the Al-Huda Summer Program. 

At first, it was small, just a few weeks of Qur’an classes, Arabic lessons, and daily salah, hosted in the 

masjid. Parents enrolled their children to keep them busy during long summer days, but quickly realized 

the program was something more. It was not babysitting. It was training. 

Each morning began with Qur’an memorization, followed by workshops on Islamic manners, prayer, and 

seerah. Afternoons included sports, crafts, and service projects, weaving joy into discipline. For many 

youth, it was their first taste of what a faith-centered summer could feel like, fun, friendship, and 

spirituality in harmony. 

But the summer program was not only for children. Dar-us-Salaam soon opened it to converts and 

young adults. Many who had embraced Islam struggled with isolation, unsure how to practice daily 

rituals or find community. In the summer program, they found mentorship, peers, and structured 

learning. Some later said those weeks were the foundation that allowed them to remain steadfast in 

Islam. 

The program’s reach grew. Families from Virginia, D.C., and even Pennsylvania began enrolling their 

kids, commuting long distances to give them what they couldn’t find elsewhere. Parents spoke of how 

their children returned home stronger, more confident in their faith, more disciplined in their habits, 

and more connected to peers who shared their values. 

One participant later reflected: “It wasn’t just a summer camp. It was the first time I felt that Islam could 

be lived fully in America, with joy.” 

Over the years, the Al-Huda Summer Program became a hallmark of Dar-us-Salaam’s model, an 

intensive, immersive experience that shaped not only students but also the broader community. It 

became a pipeline for future leaders, teachers, and volunteers, instilling discipline and vision in those 

who would carry Maryland’s Muslim institutions into the next generation. 

The Al-Huda Summer Program proved a simple but profound truth: when faith and fun intertwine, 

identity is strengthened, and the seeds of leadership are sown. 
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56) The Converts of Dar-us-Salaam (Finding Family in Faith) 

From its earliest days, Dar-us-Salaam in College Park attracted a diverse mix of students, immigrants, 

and professionals. But perhaps its most transformative impact was on those who walked through its 

doors not as Muslims, but as seekers, curious, searching, and ready to embrace Islam. 

By the mid-1990s, the masjid had gained a reputation as a welcoming place for converts. Friday 

khutbahs were delivered in clear English, addressing the challenges of living as Muslims in America. 

Study circles were open and engaging, blending Qur’an with practical guidance. For many visitors, 

African Americans, Latinos, and even white Americans, it was the first time they felt Islam was speaking 

directly to them. 

One sister, later known as Maryam, recalled her first visit: “I walked in nervous, expecting to be judged. 

Instead, women greeted me with smiles and hugs. By the end of the night, I felt like I had always 

belonged here.” 

Dar-us-Salaam didn’t just offer conversion; it offered community. New Muslims were paired with 

mentors, invited to family dinners, and guided through the basics of prayer, fasting, and Qur’an. When 

holidays came, converts who had no Muslim relatives were embraced by families in the congregation, 

ensuring they were never alone. 

The masjid also created programs tailored for converts, weekly classes on foundational beliefs, support 

groups to navigate family tensions, and even financial aid for those who had lost housing or jobs after 

embracing Islam. Youth groups integrated converts into their activities, helping them build friendships 

that carried them through the difficult early years. 

Over time, Dar-us-Salaam became known across Maryland as a center of dawah. Visitors who came for 

lectures often left with new faith, while others who had quietly practiced Islam alone finally found a 

family. The community celebrated each shahadah with joy, often lining the prayer hall with 

congratulations and takbir as the new Muslim recited the testimony of faith. 

For many converts, Dar-us-Salaam was not just the place where they said the shahadah, it was where 

they learned to live Islam, surrounded by a family they had chosen. Their presence, in turn, enriched the 

community, reminding everyone that Islam is not inherited but chosen, not bound by ethnicity but open 

to all. 

The converts of Dar-us-Salaam represent one of Maryland’s most beautiful truths: that Islam is not only 

preserved by those who bring it from abroad, but also by those who discover it fresh in their hearts, 

right here in America. 
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57) The Latino Converts of Maryland (Salaam in Spanish) 

By the late 1990s and early 2000s, Maryland’s Muslim community had already welcomed African 

Americans, South Asians, Arabs, and Africans into its fold. But another group was quietly finding its way 

into Islam: Latino converts. 

Many of them came from Catholic or Pentecostal backgrounds, raised in tight-knit families in Baltimore, 

Hyattsville, or Silver Spring. Some discovered Islam through college friends, others through reading the 

Qur’an in Spanish translation, and some through marriage to Muslim spouses. What united them was a 

common story: Islam felt both new and familiar, resonating with their values of family, dignity, and 

community. 

At mosques like PGMA and Dar-us-Salaam, Latino converts found open doors. They often arrived shyly, 

speaking English hesitantly or bringing bilingual children to help translate. When they declared the 

shahadah, the prayer hall filled with applause and takbir. Some were given new Arabic names, but many 

kept their Spanish names proudly, showing that Islam was not about erasing culture, but about elevating 

it. 

For women, the journey was both empowering and challenging. Wearing hijab in largely Latino 

neighborhoods often brought questions, even suspicion. Yet many spoke of finding strength in it, 

describing hijab as a shield of dignity. One sister, Isabel (Maryam), shared: “I thought I would lose myself 

in Islam. Instead, I found myself more than ever.” 

Latino converts also enriched Maryland’s Muslim landscape with language and culture. Spanish-

language Qur’an study circles began forming, and khutbahs were occasionally translated for parents 

who spoke little English. At community dinners, arroz con pollo and empanadas began appearing beside 

biryani and kebabs. Children grew up proud of both heritages, reciting Qur’an while speaking Spanish at 

home. 

Mosques responded with programs tailored to their needs: beginner’s Arabic classes, support groups for 

navigating family tensions, and outreach programs in Spanish. In time, Maryland became home to one 

of the East Coast’s strongest Latino Muslim presences. 

The Latino converts of Maryland remind us that Islam is not bound to language or ethnicity. Its beauty 

shines through any culture. In their journey, they showed the community that saying salaam in Spanish 

was no less Islamic, and that Islam’s light in Maryland would only grow brighter as it embraced every 

color and tongue. 
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58) The Bosnian Refugees of Maryland (Healing After War) 

In the 1990s, while Maryland Muslims were busy building schools and mosques, a new group arrived 

under very different circumstances: refugees from Bosnia. 

The Bosnian war had torn families apart, destroyed villages, and targeted Muslims with brutal violence. 

Many who survived found their way to the United States under refugee resettlement programs, and 

Maryland became one of their new homes. Baltimore, Catonsville, and Silver Spring saw an influx of 

Bosnian families, some with nothing more than the clothes on their backs. 

For these newcomers, the first challenge was survival. Parents worked long hours in factories, 

construction, or service jobs, often starting over with little English. Mothers, many of them widows, 

stitched together households from scratch, determined to give their children safety and opportunity. 

Maryland’s existing Muslim community, though itself young, extended a hand. Mosques organized 

donation drives for furniture and clothing, weekend schools waived tuition for refugee children, and 

families invited Bosnians to join Eid celebrations so they would not feel alone. 

The Bosnians brought with them a faith shaped by centuries of resilience. They were Muslims who had 

endured oppression and genocide, yet still clung tightly to prayer, fasting, and tradition. Their presence 

added something powerful to Maryland’s community: a living testimony that Islam could survive even 

the harshest attempts to erase it. 

In time, Bosnian families settled more firmly. Their children learned English quickly, excelled in schools, 

and began bridging the cultural gap between their parents’ old world and their own American reality. 

Bosnian food, burek, cevapi, baklava, found their way into mosque potlucks, sitting comfortably beside 

samosas and hummus. 

Some Bosnians became deeply involved in mosque leadership, bringing new energy to communities like 

ISB and PGMA. Others opened small businesses, quietly weaving themselves into Maryland’s economy. 

Most importantly, they brought stories, memories of survival that humbled their fellow Muslims and 

reminded everyone of the blessings of peace. 

The Bosnian refugees of Maryland did more than rebuild their own lives. They strengthened the 

community’s compassion, broadened its cultural fabric, and reminded Maryland Muslims that their 

unity was a gift to be cherished. 
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59) The Somali Youth of Silver Spring (Between Two Worlds) 

By the late 1990s, Silver Spring had become a center of Somali life in Maryland. Families who had fled 

war (Story #33) were now raising children in crowded apartments, working long hours to rebuild their 

lives. But for the youth, born in Somalia or just after arrival, life came with a double challenge: adjusting 

to America while carrying the weight of their parents’ past. 

School was often the first battlefield. Somali boys and girls entered classrooms speaking little English, 

teased for their accents or their clothing. Some struggled with identity, caught between the 

expectations of their parents and the pressure of American peers. Yet many adapted quickly, excelling in 

academics and sports, finding pride in their heritage even as they learned new rhythms. 

Mosques in Silver Spring became safe havens. The youth filled weekend Qur’an classes, played soccer in 

parking lots, and crowded into youth groups where they found mentors who understood their struggles. 

For some, the masjid was where they learned discipline; for others, it was where they discovered 

leadership. 

But the story of Somali youth was not only about challenges. It was also about achievement. By the 

2000s, Somali teens in Silver Spring were graduating at the top of their classes, entering universities, and 

returning to mentor the next generation. Youth organizations emerged, tackling issues like gang 

recruitment and substance abuse while promoting tutoring, career readiness, and pride in culture. 

Girls, in particular, carved out visible roles. Wearing hijab in American high schools was not always easy, 

but Somali young women often stood at the front of student organizations, leading cultural showcases 

and interfaith events. Their presence sent a quiet but powerful message: being Somali, being Muslim, 

and being American were not contradictions. 

For their parents, watching their children succeed was bittersweet. Many had lost relatives in war, 

endured refugee camps, and arrived in Maryland with nothing. To see their sons and daughters walk 

across graduation stages or lead taraweeh recitations felt like victory against all odds. 

The Somali youth of Silver Spring represent more than survival. They are a story of resilience, leadership, 

and transformation, children who carried the scars of their parents’ journey yet forged their own paths, 

becoming doctors, lawyers, activists, and imams. In their story, the future of Maryland’s Muslim 

community found both strength and hope. 
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60) The African American Muslim Leaders of Baltimore (Islam Rooted in Local Soil) 

Long before the growth of ISB, PGMA, or Dar-us-Salaam, Baltimore already had Muslims, most of them 

African American. By the 1960s and 70s, Islam had taken deep root in Baltimore’s inner city, carried by 

men and women who embraced it through the Nation of Islam, independent study, or contact with 

immigrant Muslims. 

These pioneers were not simply attendees at prayer, they were leaders, shaping the spiritual and social 

life of their neighborhoods. 

One such figure was Imam Qasim, who opened a storefront masjid in West Baltimore in the 1970s. The 

masjid doubled as a prayer hall and community center, offering Qur’an classes for youth, meals for the 

hungry, and support for men and women recovering from addiction. In neighborhoods struggling with 

poverty and systemic neglect, the masjid became a beacon of stability. 

African American Muslim leaders also brought a strong emphasis on justice and dignity. Many had been 

active in the civil rights movement, and they carried that same energy into their Islam. Friday khutbahs 

often tied Qur’anic principles of justice to the struggles of Baltimore’s Black community, incarceration, 

discrimination, and the fight for equal opportunity. 

In the 1980s and 90s, as immigrant-led institutions expanded, African American imams and activists 

played a critical role in bridging divides. They reminded new arrivals that Islam in America was not 

foreign; it had deep, local roots. They also opened their masjids to immigrants who needed space to 

pray, long before purpose-built mosques existed. 

The youth who grew up in these African American masjids carried that legacy forward, some became 

imams, others activists, and many community organizers. They pushed for interfaith cooperation, prison 

outreach, and social services, ensuring Islam was not just about ritual but about serving humanity. 

By the 2000s, Baltimore’s African American Muslim leaders had left a lasting mark. Their voices shaped 

Maryland’s Muslim identity, grounding it in local soil and reminding everyone that Islam here was not 

only an immigrant story, it was also a story of Black resilience, dignity, and leadership. 

The African American Muslim leaders of Baltimore stand as a reminder that Maryland’s Muslim 

community is not one stream but many. And among them, the African American experience gave Islam 

in Maryland its earliest credibility, its strongest moral compass, and its unshakable roots in justice. 
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61) The Prison Dawah Movement in Maryland (Islam Behind the Walls) 

By the 1980s, Maryland’s prisons were overflowing, filled disproportionately with African American men 

caught in cycles of poverty, violence, and systemic injustice. Yet inside those concrete walls, a quiet 

revolution was taking place: Islam was spreading. 

For many incarcerated men, Islam offered what the streets never had, discipline, dignity, and a sense of 

belonging. The Qur’an spoke to them about patience and justice. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم’s life reminded them 

that even the oppressed could rise with honor. Prison imams, often converts themselves, began 

teaching Islam in study circles, transforming cellblocks into classrooms of faith. 

Maryland was no exception. In Baltimore’s correctional facilities and state prisons like Jessup and 

Hagerstown, small groups of Muslim inmates gathered daily for prayer, often using towels as prayer 

rugs and Styrofoam cups as makeshift ablution tools. Qur’ans circulated from hand to hand, their covers 

worn from constant use. 

The dawah movement was not limited to inmates. Local Muslim leaders, many African American, some 

immigrants, dedicated themselves to prison outreach. They visited regularly, bringing literature, 

teaching khutbahs, and reminding inmates that they had not been forgotten. For many prisoners, these 

visits were lifelines: proof that the outside Muslim community cared for them. 

The impact was profound. Men who had entered prison broken and angry emerged with new purpose. 

Some memorized large portions of the Qur’an. Others took on leadership roles inside, organizing 

Jummah prayers and teaching newcomers how to pray. Upon release, many returned to Baltimore’s 

neighborhoods not as repeat offenders, but as community leaders, mentors, imams, even founders of 

small masjids. 

The prison dawah movement also helped build bridges. It reminded immigrant Muslims that Islam in 

America was not only their story. African American Muslims behind bars were proving that Islam could 

heal, reform, and dignify lives even in the harshest environments. 

By the 1990s and 2000s, prison dawah became an organized effort in Maryland, with non-profits and 

masjids establishing chaplaincy programs, sending regular volunteers, and providing reentry support. 

Each shahadah inside a prison cell became a testimony that Islam’s light could pierce even the darkest 

places. 

The story of prison dawah is a story of resilience. It shows that Maryland’s Muslim community was not 

built only in suburbs and schools, but also behind bars, men and women discovered faith in chains, and 

then carried it into freedom, shaping the community outside with lessons learned inside. 
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62) Muslim Chaplains in Maryland Prisons (Guides Behind the Bars) 

As Islam quietly grew in Maryland’s prisons through inmate-led dawah (Story #61), a new need 

emerged: chaplains. While Christian chaplains were common in prisons, Muslim inmates often had no 

consistent spiritual guidance, relying instead on volunteers who could only visit occasionally. Without 

official recognition, their access to prayer, Qur’an, and halal meals was often restricted. 

That began to change in the late 1980s and 1990s, when Maryland correctional facilities began 

appointing Muslim chaplains. Many of the earliest chaplains were African American Muslims, 

themselves former inmates or longtime community leaders, whose deep understanding of prison life 

gave them credibility. 

Their roles were multifaceted. They led Jummah prayers in prison gyms, taught Qur’an classes in 

crowded cells, and provided counseling for men struggling with anger, addiction, or despair. They also 

advocated with prison administrators—securing halal diets, arranging prayer times, and ensuring that 

Islamic holidays like Ramadan and Eid were respected. 

For inmates, the chaplains were more than religious guides. They were lifelines. Many prisoners spoke 

of how the chaplain’s weekly visits gave them hope, dignity, and a reminder that they were not 

forgotten by the outside world. For new Muslims, chaplains were the ones who patiently taught wudu, 

guided them through their first salah, and answered questions that Google or books could never 

replace. 

The presence of Muslim chaplains also reshaped Maryland’s correctional system. Wardens and staff, 

many of whom had never encountered Islam up close, began to see its power to rehabilitate. Reports 

circulated that Muslim-led prayer groups reduced violence, fostered discipline, and gave inmates 

purpose. 

Over time, chaplaincy programs grew more formal. By the 2000s, Maryland’s Department of Corrections 

recognized Muslim chaplains as essential staff, placing them alongside Christian and Jewish 

counterparts. Their work ensured that Islam became a respected and permanent part of prison life. 

The legacy of Maryland’s Muslim chaplains goes far beyond the prison walls. Many inmates who 

embraced Islam under their care returned to society as changed men, fathers, workers, and community 

leaders, shaped by the guidance they had received while incarcerated. 

The story of Muslim chaplains in Maryland prisons reminds us of a profound truth: that guidance is 

needed most where hope feels least. Behind steel bars and locked doors, these chaplains planted seeds 

of faith that continue to grow, long after release. 
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63) The Reentry Programs for Muslim Inmates in Maryland (A Second Chance with Dignity) 

While prison dawah and chaplaincy (Stories #61–62) brought Islam behind the walls, the challenges for 

Muslim inmates did not end at release. For many, freedom was daunting: no stable housing, no job 

prospects, and family ties strained or broken. Without support, the risk of returning to old cycles was 

high. Maryland’s Muslim community realized that if dawah inside was sincere, it had to be matched with 

reentry support outside. 

In the 1990s and early 2000s, mosques in Baltimore and Prince George’s County began organizing 

informal efforts. Volunteers met newly released brothers at prison gates, providing rides, meals, and 

sometimes a safe place to sleep. Donations funded bus passes, groceries, and basic clothing. These small 

gestures meant the difference between isolation and hope. 

Soon, more structured programs emerged. Community organizations partnered with masjids to provide 

mentorship, counseling, and job readiness training. Local businesses owned by Muslims began offering 

employment to returning citizens, giving them a chance to rebuild dignity through work. 

Spiritual support was just as important. Many reentry programs included halaqas and Qur’an study 

circles, ensuring that the faith inmates had discovered in prison was nurtured in freedom. Imams often 

played the role of both counselor and advocate, reminding communities to welcome returning brothers 

and sisters without stigma. 

For some, reentry was a story of remarkable transformation. Men once known on the streets of 

Baltimore as hustlers or addicts returned as role models, leading youth groups, volunteering at 

mosques, or even serving as chaplaincy assistants. Their presence was living proof that Islam was not 

just words in prison, it was a path to lasting change. 

The reentry programs also taught immigrant-led communities an important lesson: that supporting 

fellow Muslims meant addressing not just religious practice but also social justice. They saw that Islam’s 

command to stand for justice included standing with those reentering society, helping them find 

stability, dignity, and community. 

Today, Maryland’s reentry efforts remain a patchwork of mosque programs, volunteer networks, and 

partnerships with nonprofits. They are not perfect, but they represent a vital step: ensuring that the 

light of Islam discovered in prison does not flicker out at the prison gate. 

The story of reentry is a story of mercy. It reminds us that Islam is not only about how we pray, but how 

we welcome one another back, giving second chances with dignity and hope. 
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64) The Rise of Muslim Social Services in Maryland (Serving Neighbors, Serving God) 

By the late 1990s, Maryland’s Muslim institutions were no longer just about prayer and education. 

Mosques were growing, schools were producing graduates, and chaplaincy was reaching prisons. But a 

new question emerged: What about the social needs of the community? 

Families struggling to pay rent, single mothers raising children alone, refugees arriving with no furniture 

or jobs, these needs were just as pressing as building masjids. Slowly, Maryland Muslims began to 

develop social service programs rooted in faith and compassion. 

It started simply. ISB and PGMA organized food drives, collecting cans during Ramadan and distributing 

them quietly to families in need. Volunteers visited hospitals to comfort the sick. Women’s groups held 

fundraisers for widows, making sure no family went hungry on Eid. 

Soon, more structured programs appeared. By the early 2000s, Maryland saw the rise of full-fledged 

organizations dedicated to service. Food pantries were established in mosque basements, offering halal 

meat and staples to anyone who came, Muslim or not. Clothing drives provided winter coats to refugees 

from Somalia, Sudan, and Bosnia. 

Shelters and housing programs emerged, particularly for women fleeing domestic violence. Counseling 

services, often led by Muslim psychologists, addressed issues of trauma, addiction, and family conflict. 

For the first time, Muslims in Maryland could turn to institutions within their own community for 

professional, faith-sensitive care. 

What made these services unique was their dual mission: to serve Muslims while also reaching out to 

neighbors of all backgrounds. Many programs partnered with churches and secular nonprofits, 

demonstrating that Muslims were not only concerned with their own but were committed to the well-

being of Maryland society as a whole. 

One of the most symbolic moments came when local newspapers covered a mosque hosting a 

Thanksgiving food distribution. Volunteers in hijabs and kufis handed out turkeys to lines of families, 

most of them non-Muslim. The message was unmistakable: Muslims were here not just to worship, but 

to serve. 

The rise of Muslim social services in Maryland was a turning point. It expanded the definition of 

community life beyond rituals, proving that Islam’s call to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and 

care for the vulnerable could be lived fully in America. 

These services gave Maryland’s Muslims not only credibility but also deep pride. They showed that faith 

was not limited to Friday sermons, it was alive in food pantries, counseling rooms, and shelters, 

wherever compassion was needed most. 
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65) The Founding of ICNA Relief Maryland (Organizing Compassion) 

By the early 2000s, Maryland’s Muslim community had already begun food drives, clothing collections, 

and small shelters (Story #64). But much of this work was informal, run by volunteers out of mosque 

basements. The need was growing faster than the capacity. Families required rent assistance, refugees 

needed long-term housing, and neighbors of all backgrounds looked to mosques for help. What was 

needed now was organization. 

That structure came with the arrival of ICNA Relief Maryland, the local branch of a national Muslim 

relief organization. From the beginning, its mission was clear: to take the spirit of charity already alive in 

the community and build it into sustainable, professional programs. 

The first initiative was simple but impactful: a food pantry in Baltimore. Volunteers stocked shelves with 

halal meat, rice, beans, and canned goods, welcoming anyone in need, Muslim or not. Soon after came 

programs for refugee resettlement, school supply drives for low-income families, and casework support 

for mothers escaping domestic violence. 

Unlike earlier efforts, ICNA Relief brought consistency. Families knew the pantry would be open every 

week. Case managers were trained to connect clients to housing, jobs, and counseling. Grants and 

partnerships with other nonprofits expanded the reach, while volunteers from local mosques provided 

the manpower. 

The visibility of ICNA Relief also changed perceptions of Muslims in Maryland. When hurricanes struck 

the Gulf Coast or when local neighborhoods faced poverty, ICNA Relief trucks with the word Muslim 

boldly printed on the side arrived with aid. Newspapers carried photos of volunteers in hijabs and kufis 

handing out food and blankets. It was dawah through action. 

Over time, ICNA Relief Maryland became more than just a service provider. It became a bridge, between 

Muslims and their neighbors, between faith and public service, between compassion and 

professionalism. Its programs served thousands each year, proving that Muslims were not just recipients 

of charity but leaders in offering it. 

The founding of ICNA Relief Maryland was a milestone. It signaled that Maryland’s Muslims had matured 

from small, scattered efforts into organized social service providers with statewide impact. It carried 

forward the Qur’anic command to feed the hungry and shelter the vulnerable, showing that in 

Maryland, serving neighbors was not just charity, it was worship. 
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66) The First Muslim Health Clinic in Maryland (Healing as Worship) 

By the early 2000s, Maryland’s Muslim community had made great strides in education, funerals, and 

social services. But another need kept surfacing: healthcare for the poor and uninsured. Families came 

to mosques asking for help with medical bills, new refugees arrived with untreated conditions, and 

single mothers skipped checkups because they could not afford them. The community had doctors, 

nurses, and pharmacists among its members. The question was: Could they turn their skills into service? 

The answer came in the form of Maryland’s first Muslim-run health clinic. 

It began in Baltimore, launched by a coalition of physicians and volunteers who wanted to offer free 

care on weekends. They borrowed space in a community center, setting up folding tables as makeshift 

exam rooms. With donated supplies and volunteer staff, they opened their doors to anyone who came, 

Muslim or non-Muslim. 

Patients trickled in at first: an elderly man needing blood pressure medication, a refugee child with 

untreated asthma, a woman without insurance who had ignored her diabetes. Word spread quickly. 

Soon, the waiting area was full each Saturday morning, families clutching intake forms and whispering 

prayers of relief. 

The clinic grew into something more structured. Doctors rotated shifts, medical students volunteered, 

and partnerships with local hospitals provided referrals for serious cases. Pharmacies offered discounted 

medications, and translators assisted patients who spoke little English. 

For the volunteers, it was more than charity, it was ibadah (worship). One doctor said, “We heal not only 

with stethoscopes, but with compassion. Every patient is an amanah, a trust from Allah.” 

The clinic’s impact was twofold. First, it filled a critical gap for uninsured and underinsured families 

across Baltimore. Second, it reshaped public perception. Neighbors saw Muslims not only in mosques 

but in white coats, serving without pay, embodying the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم teaching: “The most beloved of 

people to Allah are those who are most beneficial to others.” 

In time, the first clinic inspired others, mobile health units, dental clinics, and statewide health initiatives 

led by Muslim professionals. But all of them traced their spirit back to those early days, when doctors 

and nurses turned a borrowed room into a sanctuary of healing. 

The first Muslim health clinic in Maryland was more than a medical service. It was a declaration that 

faith is not only about prayer and fasting, it is also about healing the sick, easing burdens, and serving 

humanity with mercy. 
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67) Muslim Mental Health Initiatives in Maryland (Breaking the Silence) 

For decades, Maryland’s Muslim community-built mosques, schools, and clinics (Stories #39–66). But 

one need lingered in the shadows: mental health. Depression, anxiety, trauma, and family conflict 

touched Muslim lives just as much as any others, but stigma often kept people silent. Many believed 

counseling was unnecessary, or worse, a sign of weak faith. 

By the 2000s, younger Muslims and professionals began challenging this silence. Psychologists, social 

workers, and imams recognized that mental health had to be part of holistic well-being. Maryland 

became one of the first states where Muslim-led initiatives emerged to bridge the gap between faith 

and therapy. 

The earliest programs were small. A few Muslim therapists opened private practices, advertising 

discreetly through mosque bulletins. Imams began hosting workshops on stress, addiction, and family 

conflict, urging congregants not to hide pain. Youth groups invited counselors to speak about peer 

pressure, identity struggles, and the challenges of balancing two cultures. 

Soon, more formal organizations took shape. Nonprofits offered free counseling sessions for refugees 

coping with war trauma. Muslim therapists formed networks to train imams on how to recognize 

depression or domestic violence. Workshops on parenting, marriage, and emotional resilience became 

regular features at conferences like ISB’s or Dar-us-Salaam’s events. 

One landmark step was the creation of mental health initiatives connected to Islamic centers. 

Counselors set up offices inside mosques, making help accessible and stigma-free. For many Muslims, 

stepping into a mosque for counseling felt less intimidating than walking into a secular clinic. 

These programs also emphasized the integration of faith and psychology. Therapy sessions often 

included du‘a, Qur’an reflections, and discussions of prophetic examples of grief and resilience. 

Counselors reassured clients that seeking help was not a weakness in iman but a fulfillment of Islam’s 

emphasis on caring for the body and soul. 

The impact was visible. Parents began referring children struggling with anxiety. Survivors of trauma 

found spaces to heal. Youth struggling with identity crises discovered they were not alone. Slowly, the 

stigma began to break. 

By the 2010s, Maryland’s Muslim mental health initiatives had grown into full-fledged networks, with 

conferences, hotlines, and collaborations with hospitals and universities. They showed that caring for 

the mind was just as Islamic as caring for the heart. 

The story of Muslim mental health initiatives in Maryland is one of courage: the courage to break 

silence, to name pain, and to offer healing where once there was shame. It reminded the community 

that Islam’s mercy extends not only to our bodies but also to our minds. 
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68) The First Muslim Foster Care Programs in Maryland (Answering the Call of the Orphan) 

Islam’s call to care for the orphan and vulnerable child is clear and repeated in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

For years, Maryland’s Muslim families gave generously to international orphan relief programs, 

sponsoring children in Palestine, Somalia, or Pakistan. But one question lingered: What about the 

children here? 

By the 2000s, Maryland’s social service agencies were struggling to place Muslim children in foster 

homes that respected their faith. Too often, Muslim children ended up in non-Muslim homes where 

they lost not only family but also their connection to Islam, eating non-halal food, missing prayers, and 

growing up with little knowledge of their Deen. 

It was Muslim social workers, alongside imams and community advocates, who first sounded the alarm. 

They urged families to step forward as foster parents, reminding them that kafala, the Islamic tradition 

of caring for a child without erasing their lineage, was a form of worship. 

The first Muslim foster care programs in Maryland grew out of partnerships between local mosques 

and state agencies. Information sessions were held at ISB, PGMA, and Dar-us-Salaam, where social 

workers explained the process and imams reminded parents of the rewards. A handful of families 

volunteered, filling out paperwork, completing training, and opening their homes. 

At first, the numbers were small. But each child placed in a Muslim home was a victory. Families 

described the joy of teaching foster children to say Bismillah before eating, of taking them to Jummah 

for the first time, of surrounding them with love and identity after seasons of instability. 

Over time, advocacy grew stronger. Muslim-led nonprofits began assisting families through the foster 

care process, providing cultural training for agencies, and pushing for recognition of Muslim needs in the 

system. Some programs even offered support to foster parents, stipends, mentoring, and community 

networks, to help them succeed. 

The impact was profound. Children who might have otherwise grown up disconnected from their roots 

instead found stability in homes that honored their heritage. Families who stepped forward discovered 

that fostering was not only a service, it was spiritual renewal, a daily reminder of Islam’s call to mercy. 

The first Muslim foster care programs in Maryland revealed something powerful: that building a 

community is not only about mosques, schools, or conferences. It is also about caring for the most 

vulnerable, giving children not only shelter but faith, and living the Qur’anic command to “stand firmly 

for justice” in the most intimate way, through family. 
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69) The Muslim Domestic Violence Shelters in Maryland (Safety Behind Closed Doors) 

For years, domestic violence was a taboo subject in Maryland’s Muslim community. Whispers circulated 

about women suffering in silence, but the topic was rarely addressed from the minbar. Many believed 

such issues should stay “inside the home,” while others feared that acknowledging them would tarnish 

the community’s reputation. 

But the need was undeniable. Imams and social workers began hearing the same heartbreaking stories, 

women trapped in abusive marriages, children traumatized by violence, and families torn apart with no 

safe place to go. Existing shelters were often unprepared to meet their cultural and religious needs. 

Muslim women sometimes found themselves in environments where they could not eat halal food, 

observe hijab, or practice their faith freely. 

Out of this silence grew Maryland’s first Muslim domestic violence shelters. 

The initiative was led largely by Muslim women’s organizations, often grassroots efforts run from 

basements, offices, and borrowed spaces. Volunteers collected donations, organized fundraising 

dinners, and worked with social service agencies to provide emergency housing for survivors. These 

shelters were small at first, one or two safe houses, but they were life-saving. 

What made them distinct was the combination of safety and faith. Survivors were provided not only 

with secure housing but also with halal food, Qur’an recitations for comfort, and counselors who 

understood the weight of culture and religion in their healing. Children found playrooms filled with 

books and toys, and mothers found community support networks that reminded them they were not 

alone. 

The shelters also provided education and advocacy. Workshops were held in mosques to raise 

awareness about domestic violence, breaking the taboo, and reminding congregations that Islam 

condemns abuse in all its forms. Hotlines were established, and imams began speaking more openly 

about the issue in khutbahs, shifting the culture toward accountability and compassion. 

Over time, partnerships with broader social service networks gave these shelters more resources—legal 

aid, counseling services, and long-term housing solutions. Survivors not only found safety but also the 

tools to rebuild their lives with dignity. 

The founding of Maryland’s Muslim domestic violence shelters marked a turning point. It showed that 

the community was mature enough to confront its own problems honestly, without fear or denial. It was 

a step toward living the prophetic teaching: “The best of you are those who are best to their families.” 

These shelters stand as a quiet but powerful legacy, proof that Islam’s mercy extends behind closed 

doors, to the most vulnerable, ensuring that no one in Maryland’s Muslim community has to suffer 

alone. 
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70) The Muslim Food Pantries of Maryland (Faith on the Shelves) 

From the very beginning, feeding the hungry was a core value of Maryland’s Muslims. In the 1980s and 

1990s, families quietly distributed Ramadan baskets, imams collected zakat to pay for groceries, and 

volunteers organized small food drives. But by the 2000s, these efforts grew into something larger and 

lasting: Muslim food pantries. 

The first Muslim food pantries in Maryland began inside mosque basements. Shelves were stacked with 

rice, lentils, and canned goods, purchased through community donations. Volunteers opened the doors 

once a week, welcoming anyone in need, Muslim or not. No one was turned away. 

At first, the clientele was mostly within the Muslim community: refugees, struggling families, and single 

parents. But as word spread, the food pantries became known in their neighborhoods. Soon, neighbors 

from all backgrounds, Christian, Jewish, immigrant, native-born, lined up alongside Muslims, receiving 

food with gratitude. 

Ramadan became the busiest season. Families donated by the box, eager to multiply their blessings in 

the holy month. The pantries buzzed with activity, youth unloading trucks, mothers packing dates and 

flour, fathers carrying boxes to cars. Eid mornings were filled with both prayer and the joy of knowing 

hundreds of families had food for celebration. 

Over time, organizations like ICNA Relief Maryland and other mosque-based initiatives professionalized 

the work. They expanded food pantries into year-round programs, added refrigeration for halal meat, 

and partnered with food banks to increase supply. Some even began delivering groceries directly to the 

homes of the elderly and disabled. 

What made these food pantries distinct was not only their efficiency, but their faith-driven compassion. 

Volunteers often began their service with du‘a, reminding themselves that feeding the hungry was an 

act of worship. Qur’anic verses about charity decorated the walls. Clients were treated with dignity, 

never questioned about faith or background. 

The Muslim food pantries of Maryland became symbols of Islam’s mercy in action. They showed 

neighbors that Muslims were not only praying behind mosque doors but serving in the open, filling 

empty cupboards, and ensuring no family went hungry. 

Today, these pantries serve thousands each year, and their impact is felt far beyond groceries. They 

have built bridges of trust, erased stereotypes, and proven that one of the most powerful forms of 

dawah is simple: to put food on another’s table. 
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71) The Rise of Zakat and Sadaqah Programs in Maryland (Charity with Organization) 

From the earliest days, Maryland Muslims gave generously. A box marked Zakat or Sadaqah often sat at 

the back of prayer halls, filled with folded bills and coins dropped quietly after salah. Imams distributed 

funds discreetly, paying rent for struggling families, covering funeral costs, or helping a refugee find 

shelter. 

But as the community grew, so did the needs. By the 1990s, Maryland’s Muslims realized that informal 

donations were no longer enough. Families were losing homes, students couldn’t afford tuition, and 

refugees arrived with nothing. What was needed was organization. 

The first step was creating zakat committees within mosques like ISB, PGMA, and Dar-us-Salaam. 

Volunteers reviewed applications, verified needs, and distributed funds systematically. This gave donors 

confidence that their zakat was being used properly, and it gave recipients dignity, knowing they were 

part of a transparent process rooted in Islamic principles. 

Soon, larger nonprofits emerged. Organizations like ICNA Relief Maryland and local zakat foundations 

professionalized the process, with dedicated offices, trained caseworkers, and strict financial 

accountability. Families in crisis could apply confidentially for rent, utilities, medical bills, or tuition 

assistance. Widows and single mothers found long-term support, while new refugees received start-up 

funds to settle. 

These programs expanded beyond zakat into sadaqah projects. Monthly donors sponsored orphans 

abroad while also funding food pantries and clinics at home. Emergency appeals during Ramadan or 

after natural disasters brought in hundreds of thousands of dollars, channeled directly to relief efforts. 

One of the most significant changes was the way zakat programs built community trust. Muslims who 

once hesitated to seek help began reaching out, knowing the system protected their privacy. At the 

same time, non-Muslims saw Muslims not only praying in mosques but actively organizing charity to 

uplift their neighbors. 

By the 2010s, zakat and sadaqah programs in Maryland had become cornerstones of community life, 

supporting education, healthcare, housing, and disaster relief. They reflected the Qur’anic principle that 

wealth circulates, lifting those in need and purifying the hearts of those who give. 

The rise of structured zakat and sadaqah programs marked a shift from survival to sustainability. 

Maryland’s Muslims were no longer just donating casually, they were building institutions of giving, 

ensuring that compassion flowed with consistency, transparency, and vision. 
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72) Muslim Disaster Relief Efforts in Maryland (When Neighbors Needed Us Most) 

Disasters have a way of testing communities, floods, hurricanes, fires, and even moments of national 

tragedy. For Maryland’s Muslims, these moments became opportunities to live Islam through service. 

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, Maryland saw floods in Baltimore neighborhoods and hurricanes 

sweeping up the East Coast. Families lost homes, basements filled with water, and power outages left 

entire blocks vulnerable. For the first time, mosques organized disaster relief teams. Volunteers 

distributed blankets, flashlights, and hot meals. Imams opened masjids as shelters, reminding 

congregants that serving neighbors was as important as saving themselves. 

After 9/11 in 2001, Maryland Muslims found themselves in a unique position. On one hand, they faced 

suspicion and hostility. On the other, they knew they had to prove, through action, that Islam was a 

force for compassion. Muslim volunteers joined interfaith coalitions to collect food, raise funds for 

families of victims, and stand in solidarity with neighbors. It was disaster relief, and dawah, through 

compassion. 

The community’s disaster response grew more organized with ICNA Relief and other nonprofits (Story 

#65). Trucks with the words “Muslim Relief” began showing up at disaster zones, distributing supplies. 

When Hurricane Katrina struck in 2005, Maryland Muslims sent teams and resources south. When 

Superstorm Sandy devastated the East Coast in 2012, volunteers from Maryland drove to New Jersey, 

delivering food and cleaning supplies. 

Local disasters were just as important. Fires in apartment complexes in Silver Spring or Baltimore often 

left immigrant families homeless overnight. Muslim relief teams were often among the first responders, 

bringing clothing, groceries, and emergency funds. Many survivors later recalled that it was the masjid 

community that arrived before government agencies. 

What made these efforts powerful was their visibility. News cameras captured volunteers in hijabs and 

kufis handing out bottled water, cleaning debris, and comforting families. For many non-Muslims, these 

images were their first time seeing Islam, not as headlines of conflict abroad, but as neighbors helping 

neighbors in Maryland. 

The story of Muslim disaster relief in Maryland is one of resilience and mercy. It shows how a 

community once seen as outsiders became indispensable in moments of crisis, turning mosques into 

centers of service and proving that faith shines brightest when the storm is darkest. 
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73) Muslim Blood Donation Drives in Maryland (Life in a Bag) 

Donating blood is one of the simplest ways to save lives, yet for Maryland’s Muslims, it became a 

profound act of service, and dawah. 

The first Muslim-led blood drives began in the 1990s, often organized by youth groups and student 

associations. Partnering with the Red Cross and local hospitals, mosques like ISB, PGMA, and Dar-us-

Salaam opened their doors for community-wide donation events. What began as small efforts, dozens of 

people rolling up their sleeves in multipurpose halls, soon grew into annual traditions. 

These drives were often tied to moments of crisis. After 9/11 in 2001, Maryland Muslims organized 

emergency blood drives as a way of both helping victims and showing solidarity with neighbors. The 

image of Muslims donating blood, side by side with non-Muslims, became a powerful counter-narrative 

to the suspicion they faced. 

Ramadan also became a popular season for drives. Youth leaders urged fasting Muslims to donate after 

iftar, reminding them that giving blood was like giving sadaqah. Volunteers decorated donation areas 

with Qur’anic calligraphy about saving lives: “And whoever saves one life, it is as if he has saved all of 

humanity” (Qur’an 5:32). 

Over time, the logistics grew more professional. Entire mosques would be transformed into donation 

centers, with cots, nurses, and medical staff lining prayer halls. Volunteers registered donors, served 

snacks afterward, and shared pamphlets about Islam with curious visitors. 

The impact reached beyond numbers. Each pint of blood donated saved lives in Maryland hospitals, but 

it also saved something less tangible: trust. Non-Muslims who walked into mosques for the first time as 

part of a blood drive often left with a new impression of their Muslim neighbors, not as strangers, but as 

givers of life. 

By the 2010s, Muslim blood drives had become a regular part of Maryland’s community calendar. 

Whether in response to disasters, on national service days, or as Ramadan initiatives, they 

demonstrated a simple truth: Muslims were here to contribute, not just spiritually but physically, 

literally giving of themselves to save others. 

The story of Muslim blood donation drives in Maryland shows how even the smallest act of service can 

carry the greatest weight. A bag of blood is more than plasma and cells. It is life, mercy, and community, 

flowing from one person to another, across faiths, cultures, and divides. 
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74) Muslim Participation in Interfaith Service Projects (Neighbors in Service) 

As Maryland’s Muslim community grew in the 1990s and 2000s, it faced two challenges at once: 

meeting its own needs and building understanding with its neighbors. One of the most effective ways 

they did both was through interfaith service projects. 

The idea was simple but powerful: Christians, Jews, Muslims, and people of other faiths working 

together to serve the poor, clean neighborhoods, or respond to crises. Mosques like ISB, PGMA, and 

Dar-us-Salaam partnered with churches, synagogues, and civic groups to show that, beyond theology, all 

faiths shared a commitment to compassion. 

Food drives were often the first joint projects. Volunteers from different congregations stood side by 

side packing boxes of groceries for local shelters. Maryland Muslims brought dates and rice; churches 

brought canned vegetables and pasta; synagogues brought bread and fruit. Together, they filled pantries 

for hungry families. 

Community clean-up days became another hallmark. Muslims in kufis and hijabs joined with Christian 

youth groups in jeans and T-shirts to pick up trash in Baltimore parks, repaint playgrounds, and plant 

trees. Often, curious passersby stopped to ask who they were, and the answer itself was dawah: “We 

are people of faith, serving together.” 

Perhaps the most memorable projects came in times of crisis. After 9/11, when suspicion of Muslims 

was high, interfaith coalitions formed blood drives, vigils, and relief collections. Seeing imams, pastors, 

and rabbis standing shoulder to shoulder not only comforted communities but also sent a message: hate 

could not divide neighbors who served together. 

These service projects often led to deeper friendships. Volunteers who once viewed Muslims as “the 

other” found themselves laughing and sweating beside them as they painted walls or carried boxes. 

Conversations about faith flowed naturally over sandwiches and water bottles, building bridges that 

sermons alone could not. 

By the 2010s, interfaith service had become a fixture of Maryland’s Muslim life. Mosques regularly 

hosted interfaith iftars tied to food pantry fundraisers. Youth groups partnered with synagogues for 

winter coat drives. Muslim doctors volunteered in free clinics alongside Christian and Jewish colleagues. 

The impact was twofold: Muslims fulfilled their obligation to serve, and they earned trust and respect 

from neighbors. Service became the common language that dissolved suspicion and built solidarity. 

The story of Muslim participation in interfaith service projects in Maryland is a reminder that sometimes 

the most powerful witness of faith is not in words, but in deeds. By serving together, Maryland’s 

Muslims and their neighbors discovered they were not just different communities living side by side, 

they were partners in compassion. 
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75) The First Interfaith Iftar in Maryland (Sharing Dates, Sharing Hearts) 

By the early 2000s, Maryland’s Muslims had already joined neighbors in service projects (Story #74). But 

one of the most powerful bridges came not through work, but through food: the first interfaith iftar. 

It began with a simple idea. Leaders at ISB and other mosques realized that many non-Muslim 

neighbors, church pastors, rabbis, teachers, and elected officials, were curious about Ramadan. They 

had seen Muslims fast, but few had ever been invited to break fast with them. So a small committee 

decided to host an evening where the doors of the masjid would open not only to Muslims, but to all 

neighbors. 

That first interfaith iftar was held in a mosque basement, decorated with modest banners welcoming 

guests. Rows of chairs and tables were set, and volunteers lined the entrance to greet visitors warmly. 

Guests were given short pamphlets about Ramadan, but the true dawah came in the atmosphere itself: 

smiles, laughter, and the sound of Qur’an recited before Maghrib. 

When the call to prayer was made, the room grew quiet. Muslims and non-Muslims alike broke their 

fast together, Muslims with dates and water, neighbors with curiosity and respect. Soon, plates of 

samosas, rice, chicken, and sweets filled the tables, and conversation flowed freely. 

One pastor later remarked, “I had read about fasting in Islam. But tonight, I felt it. I shared it with you. 

That means more than a book ever could.” 

After dinner, imams and community leaders offered short reflections, explaining the significance of 

Ramadan as a month of mercy, charity, and reflection. Guests asked questions: How do children fast? 

Why is prayer so structured? What does Eid mean? The openness of the dialogue broke down barriers 

more effectively than any speech. 

The event was such a success that it became an annual tradition. In later years, interfaith iftars 

expanded into banquet halls and civic spaces, drawing hundreds of Muslims, Christians, Jews, and 

people of no faith at all. Elected officials attended, often giving remarks about the importance of 

diversity and understanding. 

That first modest interfaith iftar, however, remains historic. It was the night when Maryland’s Muslims 

showed their neighbors that Ramadan was not only about abstaining from food, but about sharing it—

together. 

The first interfaith iftar transformed dates and water into instruments of peace. It proved that 

sometimes, the most powerful dialogue begins not with debate, but with a meal shared at sunset. 
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76) Muslim Participation in MLK Jr. Day of Service MD (Honoring a Dream with Deeds) 

Every January, Maryland honors Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with marches, speeches, and acts of service. 

For African American Muslims, the connection to Dr. King’s legacy was natural—they had long carried 

forward his message of dignity, equality, and faith-rooted justice. But by the 2000s, Muslims of every 

background began embracing MLK Day of Service as their own, showing that service was not just civic 

duty, but Islamic worship. 

Mosques across the state turned the holiday into a day of action. At ISB in Baltimore, volunteers 

organized food drives, packaging boxes for struggling families. At PGMA in Lanham, youth groups 

gathered to clean parks and hand out winter coats. Dar-us-Salaam in College Park partnered with local 

churches, sending interfaith teams into neighborhoods to repaint schools, plant trees, and serve hot 

meals at shelters. 

For many Muslim youth, it was their first time hearing Dr. King’s speeches, reading his words about 

justice, and realizing how deeply they resonated with Qur’anic calls to stand with the oppressed. Parents 

reminded their children that King’s fight for civil rights had opened doors for immigrants too, making 

their own lives in America possible. 

The symbolism was powerful. Muslims in hijabs, kufis, and scout uniforms worked side by side with 

Christians, Jews, and non-religious volunteers. Local newspapers often captured images of Muslims 

handing out meals or sweeping streets under banners with King’s famous words: “Everybody can be 

great, because everybody can serve.” 

One imam put it plainly in a khutbah before MLK weekend: 

“Dr. King’s dream was not only for his people, it was for all of America. As Muslims, our service on this 

day is not charity alone. It is our way of saying we are part of that dream.” 

Over the years, MLK Day became a fixture in the Maryland Muslim calendar, with mosques promoting it 

alongside Eid and Ramadan events. It gave Muslims a chance not only to serve their neighbors, but to 

claim their place in the broader American story of justice and service. 

The participation of Maryland Muslims in MLK Day of Service shows how faith and civic duty intertwine. 

By serving on this day, they honored a legacy that shaped their own lives and demonstrated that Islam, 

like King’s vision, calls us to lift others and to build a more just society. 

  



 

99 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

77) Muslim Advocacy on Capitol Hill from Maryland (From Mosques to the Halls of Power) 

By the 2000s, Maryland’s Muslims had established schools, clinics, and social services (Stories #39–76). 

The next frontier was political: ensuring their voices were heard in the state capital and even on Capitol 

Hill. 

The earliest efforts were humble. Small delegations of imams, activists, and students traveled from 

Maryland mosques to Washington, D.C., only a short drive away, to meet with congressional staffers. 

They advocated for fair immigration laws, spoke against unjust foreign policies, and pressed for 

recognition of Muslim needs in healthcare, education, and religious freedom. 

Maryland Muslims were often among the first to attend Muslim Day at the Capitol, an annual event 

where Muslims from across the country gathered in D.C. to lobby their representatives. Busloads left 

from Baltimore, Silver Spring, and College Park, filled with families in hijabs and youth carrying folders of 

talking points. For many, it was their first time stepping inside government buildings where laws were 

debated. 

Issues varied with the times. After 9/11, advocacy focused on protecting civil rights, opposing 

surveillance programs that unfairly targeted Muslims, and defending charities accused without 

evidence. In later years, Maryland Muslims pressed for affordable healthcare, international human 

rights, and strong support for public education. 

Organizations like CAIR Maryland-Virginia and the Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC) played key 

roles in training Maryland Muslims on how to lobby effectively. Workshops in mosques taught 

community members how to write letters to representatives, schedule meetings, and tell their stories 

persuasively. 

One memorable moment came when a Maryland Muslim high schooler, speaking during a youth 

advocacy day, told a senator: “I am both Muslim and American. When you pass laws, you’re shaping my 

future. Please don’t forget our voices.” That single testimony echoed far beyond the meeting room. 

Advocacy on Capitol Hill was more than politics. It was about belonging. It showed that Maryland’s 

Muslims were not content to pray quietly in mosques while decisions affecting them were made 

elsewhere. They were citizens, voters, and stakeholders, ready to engage the system with confidence 

and faith. 

By the 2010s, Muslim advocacy from Maryland had matured into a regular presence on Capitol Hill. 

Leaders met with senators, testified at hearings, and joined interfaith coalitions on issues of justice. 

What began as a few nervous visits had grown into a sustained tradition of civic engagement. 

The story of Muslim advocacy on Capitol Hill from Maryland is a reminder that Islam here was not just 

about survival, it was about shaping the future. It was about standing tall in the halls of power, declaring 

with confidence: We are here. We belong. And we will speak for justice. 
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78) The Election of Muslim Leaders in Maryland (From the Pulpit to the Ballot Box) 

For decades, Maryland’s Muslims had been building institutions, raising families, and advocating on 

Capitol Hill (Story #77). But a question remained: What about representation? Could Muslims not only 

lobby elected officials but become them? 

By the 2000s, the answer began to emerge. Across Maryland, Muslim candidates, many children of 

immigrants or African American converts, ran for local office. They stood for school boards, city councils, 

and state legislatures, driven by the belief that civic engagement was not just a right but a responsibility. 

At first, campaigns were small. Candidates knocked on doors themselves, hosted fundraisers in mosque 

basements, and leaned heavily on volunteer youth who printed flyers and canvassed neighborhoods. 

Some lost, learning valuable lessons about coalition-building and the importance of reaching beyond the 

Muslim vote. But others broke through, making history as the first Muslims elected in Maryland. 

One of the earliest successes came in local school boards, where Muslim parents pushed for greater 

recognition of Eid holidays and fair representation of Islam in textbooks. Later, Muslim council members 

in cities like College Park and Gaithersburg brought community perspectives into zoning, policing, and 

social service debates. 

State-level elections soon followed. Muslim candidates ran for the Maryland House of Delegates, where 

their presence brought visibility and influence. They advocated on issues such as healthcare, education 

funding, refugee support, and criminal justice reform, always carrying their dual identity proudly as both 

Muslim and American. 

These victories were not just symbolic. They changed perceptions. No longer were Muslims seen only as 

petitioners knocking on doors at advocacy days; they were leaders sitting at the table where decisions 

were made. Their presence inspired youth who now saw political office as part of their future. 

Mosques began to normalize voter registration drives, candidate forums, and civic education. Elders 

who once hesitated about “politics” now proudly spoke of their children interning in congressional 

offices or running for city councils. 

The election of Muslim leaders in Maryland was a milestone of belonging. It showed that Muslims were 

not only building institutions inwardly, but also shaping the broader society outwardly. Representation 

meant their voices were woven into the very laws and policies that governed their lives. 

What began with nervous first campaigns had grown into a confident tradition: Muslims on the ballot, 

Muslims in office, Muslims serving the state of Maryland with integrity and faith. 
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79) Muslim Advocacy for Eid Holidays (A Holiday Recognized, A Community Affirmed) 

For decades, Maryland’s Muslim children faced the same dilemma every year: on Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-

Adha, they had to choose between school and celebration. Parents often kept children home, but 

absences were marked “unexcused,” exams had to be rescheduled, and students carried the weight of 

explaining to teachers why these days mattered. 

By the 2000s, Muslim parents and students began to push back. They argued that just as schools closed 

for Christmas, Easter, and Jewish holidays like Yom Kippur, Muslims deserved recognition too. What 

began as individual parent-teacher conversations grew into a statewide advocacy movement. 

The first victories came at the county level. In Montgomery County, home to one of the largest Muslim 

populations, families organized petitions, met with school boards, and packed public hearings. Students 

testified bravely, telling officials that missing Eid made them feel invisible in classrooms. Parents 

reminded leaders that fairness was at stake: religious equality was not optional, but essential in a 

diverse America. 

The turning point came when advocacy groups, CAIR Maryland, the Maryland Muslim Council, and 

local PTA coalitions, coordinated efforts. They showed that Muslims were not asking for “special 

treatment,” but for recognition equal to that of other faiths. Importantly, they built alliances with 

interfaith partners, who stood beside them at board meetings, testifying that justice required inclusivity. 

After years of persistence, the school board announced that Eid would be recognized as an official 

holiday in Montgomery County Public Schools. When the decision was made public, Muslim families 

wept with joy. For the first time, their children would not have to choose between faith and education. 

The celebration was deeply symbolic. On the morning of that first recognized Eid holiday, families filled 

mosques without worrying about school absences. Students felt affirmed, walking back into classrooms 

after Eid knowing their holiday was honored just like Christmas or Hanukkah. 

This victory rippled outward. Other counties in Maryland began discussing similar recognition, inspired 

by the persistence of Montgomery County Muslims. It also inspired Muslim communities nationwide, 

proving that grassroots advocacy could win tangible, life-changing results. 

The fight for Eid in Maryland schools was about more than a day off. It was about belonging. It told 

Muslim children that their faith mattered, that their joy was worth honoring, and that they were fully 

part of the American story. 
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80) Muslim Chaplains at Maryland Universities (Faith on Campus) 

By the 2000s, Maryland’s universities had sizable Muslim student populations. The Muslim Students 

Associations (MSAs) at Johns Hopkins, the University of Maryland, College Park, and Towson organized 

Jummah prayers, study circles, and iftars. But students still struggled with one challenge: there was no 

consistent religious authority on campus. Imams would visit occasionally, but no one was permanently 

present to guide, counsel, and represent Muslim students. 

That gap led to the rise of Muslim chaplaincy in Maryland universities. 

The first chaplains were often young scholars or imams who understood both the rigor of Islamic 

learning and the unique challenges of campus life—identity struggles, interfaith dialogue, academic 

stress, and questions about balancing deen with career goals. They provided Friday khutbahs, answered 

questions late into the night, and most importantly, offered pastoral care to students far from family. 

At the University of Maryland, College Park, the Muslim chaplain became a beloved figure. His office was 

not just a place for religious advice, but for personal struggles, students wrestling with doubts, anxieties, 

or family expectations often found in him a patient listener. For converts, chaplains were lifelines, 

guiding them through the basics of practice and helping them navigate the reactions of non-Muslim 

families. 

Johns Hopkins also pioneered chaplaincy through its Office of Religious Life, giving Islam equal footing 

alongside Christian, Jewish, and Hindu chaplains. This recognition signaled that Muslim life on campus 

was not an afterthought, but part of the university’s spiritual fabric. 

The presence of chaplains also elevated interfaith engagement. At vigils for 9/11 or international crises, 

Muslim chaplains stood side by side with rabbis, pastors, and priests, offering prayers of peace. Their 

presence gave Muslim students visibility and dignity, while also giving non-Muslim peers a trusted 

source to learn about Islam directly. 

Beyond counseling and ritual, chaplains gave students confidence. They affirmed that being Muslim and 

being a college student were not contradictory identities. They modeled how faith could be lived with 

balance, wisdom, and compassion in academic spaces. 

By the 2010s, Muslim chaplains had become fixtures at Maryland’s largest campuses. Their impact was 

felt long after graduation, as alumni carried with them the lessons and mentorship they received. 

The story of Muslim chaplains in Maryland universities is a story of presence. It shows how Islam moved 

from the margins of campus life to its very center, ensuring that students had not only a prayer room 

but a guide, not only a space to practice but a mentor to help them thrive. 
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81) The First Muslim Student Associations in MD (Faith in the Classroom and the Quad) 

The story of Muslim life at Maryland’s universities began long before chaplains were appointed (Story 

#80). It began with students themselves, young Muslims who, in the 1960s and 1970s, organized the 

state’s first Muslim Student Associations (MSAs). 

At Johns Hopkins University and the University of Maryland, College Park, a few international students, 

mostly from the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa, started gathering for Jummah prayers in empty 

classrooms and dorm lounges. They shared Qur’an recitations, home-cooked meals, and a 

determination to preserve their faith while far from home. 

By the late 1970s, these gatherings formalized into official MSAs, recognized by their universities as 

student organizations. The first goals were simple: provide a space for prayer, celebrate Ramadan and 

Eid together, and support Muslim students adjusting to life in America. 

Prayer rooms were their earliest victories. With persistence, MSAs convinced administrations to allocate 

small spaces for daily salah, sometimes a corner of a student union, sometimes a repurposed storage 

room. These humble spaces became sanctuaries, where students prayed before rushing back to labs and 

lectures. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, the MSAs expanded into activism. They organized Islam Awareness Weeks, set 

up tables on the quad with Qur’ans and pamphlets, and held interfaith dialogues that drew curious 

classmates. They also hosted iftars, where non-Muslims joined in breaking fast, precursors to the 

interfaith iftars that would later become statewide traditions (Story #75). 

MSAs became training grounds for leadership. Students learned to fundraise, plan events, and give 

public talks, skills many carried into careers as community leaders, imams, educators, and activists. For 

converts, the MSA was often the first Muslim “family” they found, a circle of peers who welcomed them 

without judgment. 

These early MSAs also laid the groundwork for institutional recognition. Their persistence paved the way 

for Muslim chaplains, halal dining options, and recognition of Eid in university calendars. What began as 

a few students praying in borrowed rooms grew into established, respected organizations that are now 

staples of campus life. 

The first Muslim Student Associations in Maryland were not just clubs. They were lifelines. They proved 

that Islam could thrive on campus, that students could balance deen with academics, and that faith had 

a rightful place in the heart of university life. 
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82) The Halal Dining Campaigns on Maryland Campuses (Faith in the Cafeteria) 

By the late 1990s, Maryland’s universities had growing Muslim student populations. MSAs were holding 

Jummah prayers in classrooms, hosting Islam Awareness Weeks, and pushing for prayer spaces. But one 

challenge remained daily and personal: food. 

Muslim students often relied on peanut butter sandwiches, salads, or vegetarian pizza to get through 

the day. The campus cafeterias offered plenty of options, but none were halal. For many students, 

especially those living in dorms, it was a constant reminder that their needs were invisible. 

That began to change when halal dining campaigns were launched by MSAs at the University of 

Maryland College Park, Johns Hopkins, and Towson University. Students organized petitions, gathered 

signatures, and met with dining service directors. They explained that halal food was not a “preference” 

but a religious requirement, and that equal access to dining was an issue of fairness. 

The campaigns were persistent. MSAs framed their arguments with both principle and practicality: halal 

meat would benefit not only Muslim students, but also Jewish students seeking kosher options, 

vegetarians looking for variety, and international students seeking familiar meals. 

The breakthrough came when campus administrations agreed to pilot halal stations in cafeterias. At 

College Park, grilled chicken and lamb dishes prepared according to halal standards were introduced, 

labeled clearly so students could eat without doubt. The first day, lines stretched long, with Muslim 

students beaming as they filled plates with food they hadn’t eaten on campus in years. 

At Johns Hopkins, halal dining grew into a full program, with halal-certified vendors supplying meat and 

dedicated staff ensuring compliance. Towson students celebrated when their petitions led to halal 

options in the student union food court. 

These victories were about more than diet. They were about belonging. Muslim students no longer had 

to pack food from home or explain awkwardly why they skipped meals. They could sit with classmates, 

share meals confidently, and feel seen by their universities. 

Halal dining campaigns also became models for student activism. MSAs learned how to negotiate with 

administrators, build coalitions, and present faith-based needs in language of equity and inclusion. The 

skills students gained—advocacy, persistence, and leadership, would serve them long after graduation. 

By the 2010s, halal food was no longer rare in Maryland campuses, it was an expectation. The 

campaigns proved that when Muslim students spoke up with courage and clarity, institutions listened. 

The story of halal dining campaigns in Maryland campuses shows how even something as ordinary as 

lunch could become extraordinary, a symbol of identity, dignity, and the quiet power of advocacy. 
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83) Jummah Prayers on Campus (Friday as a Campus Anchor) 

For Muslim students in Maryland, the week always carried a rhythm shaped by faith. Mondays meant 

classes and exams, Wednesdays meant labs and study groups, but Fridays meant Jummah. 

In the early years, Muslim students at Johns Hopkins, College Park, and Towson prayed in empty 

classrooms or lounges, moving chairs aside and laying down makeshift rugs. The khutbahs were often 

delivered by students themselves, nervous but sincere, mixing Qur’an, Arabic phrases, and reflections 

on campus life. 

These early Jummahs were small, sometimes only ten or fifteen students, but they carried a weight far 

beyond numbers. They made the Friday prayer a visible and normalized part of campus life, reminding 

students that even in lecture halls and dorms, their faith could thrive. 

As MSAs grew stronger (Story #81), Jummah prayers became more organized. Administrators began 

reserving regular spaces, auditoriums, gyms, even chapels, once a week for Muslims. Flyers went out 

across campus: “Jummah at 1:15, Student Union Hall.” Students who felt isolated found a community, 

gathering shoulder to shoulder with peers they had never met. 

The khutbahs themselves were a training ground. Students learned to research Qur’anic verses, craft 

speeches, and deliver them in English to an audience of their peers. Many who later became community 

leaders and imams traced their first experiences of public speaking back to those campus khutbahs. 

The impact extended beyond Muslims. Curious classmates sometimes walked by and paused at the 

sound of Arabic recitation, later asking questions. Professors grew accustomed to students requesting 

excused absences for Jummah, and in time, many universities began formally recognizing the need for 

accommodation. 

By the 2000s and 2010s, Jummah prayers on Maryland campuses had become fixtures of student life. At 

College Park, hundreds gathered weekly in the Stamp Student Union. At Hopkins, students filled the 

Interfaith Center. At Towson and UMBC, Jummah became a weekly reunion where friendships were 

forged, announcements were made, and the pulse of Muslim campus life was set. 

The story of Jummah prayers on Maryland campuses is one of presence. It turned borrowed classrooms 

into sanctuaries, nervous students into khateebs, and scattered individuals into a congregation. For 

young Muslims navigating college, it was more than a prayer. It was an anchor, a reminder that even 

amid deadlines and pressures, faith remained at the center of life. 
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84) Islam Awareness Week in Maryland Campuses (Faith on Display) 

By the late 1990s and early 2000s, Muslim Student Associations (MSAs) in Maryland had already 

established Jummah prayers (Story #83) and halal dining campaigns (Story #82). But they wanted to go 

further, beyond serving their own, to actively introduce Islam to the wider campus community. Out of 

that desire grew the tradition of Islam Awareness Week (IAW). 

The concept was simple: dedicate one week each year to educating peers about Islam through events, 

lectures, and cultural activities. The execution, however, was bold. For many students, it meant stepping 

into the spotlight, answering hard questions, and proudly proclaiming their Muslim identity at a time 

when stereotypes and suspicion ran high. 

At the University of Maryland, College Park, the week often began with a dramatic display: a massive 

banner across the student union reading “Islam Awareness Week”. Tables on the quad offered free 

Qur’ans, literature, and hijab-try-on stations where non-Muslim women could experience wearing the 

scarf. Curious classmates stopped for coffee, sweets, and conversation, often asking questions that 

textbooks never answered. 

Evenings brought lectures and panel discussions. Scholars spoke about the life of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

women’s rights in Islam, and the compatibility of faith with science. Converts shared personal journeys, 

moving audiences with stories of discovery and transformation. Interfaith panels invited rabbis and 

pastors to sit alongside imams, showing dialogue instead of division. 

The highlight for many was the “Fast-a-Thon”. Non-Muslim students were invited to fast for a day, 

sponsored by local businesses that donated money to charity for every participant. Hundreds joined, 

breaking fast with Muslims at sunset dinners in gymnasiums packed with food, laughter, and unity. 

At Johns Hopkins and Towson, Islam Awareness Week included cultural showcases, calligraphy, Arabic 

name-writing, and international food fairs. Somali, Pakistani, Arab, and African American students 

proudly shared their heritage, showing Islam’s diversity within Maryland itself. 

For Muslim students, IAW was more than an outreach project. It was a chance to strengthen their own 

identity. Standing at tables, answering questions, and inviting peers to lectures gave them confidence 

and reminded them that Islam had a place in American public life. 

The impact was lasting. Non-Muslim classmates often remembered their first introduction to Islam not 

from a textbook, but from a friendly face at an MSA table. Professors attended events and left with new 

respect for their Muslim students. And many young Muslims credited Islam Awareness Week with 

teaching them how to articulate their faith with both pride and humility. 

In time, IAW became a Maryland tradition, held annually at campuses across the state. It transformed 

quads and cafeterias into spaces of dawah, proving that Islam was not hidden in corners, it was part of 

the conversation. 

The story of Islam Awareness Week is one of courage. It showed that students, armed with nothing 

more than conviction and creativity, could reshape how their peers saw Islam, not as headlines of 

conflict, but as a living faith, practiced by classmates, neighbors, and friends. 
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85) The Role of Muslim Graduate Student Networks in Maryland (Faith Beyond Undergrad) 

By the early 2000s, Maryland’s undergraduate Muslim Students Associations (MSAs) had established 

themselves through Jummah prayers, halal dining campaigns, and Islam Awareness Weeks (Stories #81–

84). But as students graduated and entered graduate schools, medical programs, and professional 

degrees, they discovered a new need: spaces for Muslim identity beyond undergrad life. 

Graduate students faced different challenges than undergraduates. Their workloads were heavier, their 

environments more competitive, and their peers more diverse. They were often older, married, or 

raising families. While undergraduates bonded through late-night events and campus activism, graduate 

students sought intellectual dialogue, professional mentorship, and spiritual grounding that matched 

their stage of life. 

Out of this grew Muslim Graduate Student Networks in Maryland’s universities. 

At Johns Hopkins, Muslim medical and public health students formed networks to balance demanding 

schedules with faith commitments. They organized Jummah prayers in hospital chapels, supported one 

another during Ramadan rotations, and created study groups that blended medical excellence with 

spiritual reminders. 

At the University of Maryland, College Park and Baltimore campuses, graduate Muslim networks often 

focused on professional development. Law students, business students, and PhD candidates held panels 

on ethics in their fields, while also ensuring that halal dining, prayer accommodations, and Eid 

recognition extended to graduate programs. 

These networks also created mentorship pipelines. Graduate students served as role models for 

undergraduates, guiding them into career paths while showing that faith and professionalism could 

coexist. Many younger students later credited these mentors with shaping both their careers and their 

confidence as Muslims. 

Importantly, graduate networks also played a role in interfaith and public engagement. Muslim medical 

students at Hopkins and Maryland often joined interfaith bioethics panels, bringing Islamic perspectives 

into discussions about end-of-life care, reproductive ethics, and public health. Law students worked with 

civil rights organizations, tying their faith to advocacy for justice. 

The presence of Muslim graduate networks signaled maturity for Maryland’s campus Muslim life. It 

showed that Islam was not just about surviving undergrad pressures, but about thriving through every 

stage of higher education. It gave Muslim professionals a sense of belonging during some of the most 

demanding years of their lives. 

The story of Maryland’s Muslim graduate student networks is one of continuity. They bridged the gap 

between youthful activism and professional leadership, proving that wherever Muslims pursued 

knowledge, whether in labs, hospitals, or law libraries, their faith remained part of the journey. 
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86) Muslim Youth Camps and Retreats in Maryland (Faith in the Forests) 

As Maryland’s Muslim community grew in the 1980s and 1990s, parents worried about their children. 

Schools exposed them to new pressures, mosques gave them structure, but what about the summers? 

How could young people form friendships rooted in faith while still enjoying the energy and fun of 

youth? 

The answer came in the form of Muslim youth camps and retreats. 

The earliest programs were simple weekend getaways, borrowing cabins in state parks or church retreat 

centers. Youth packed sleeping bags, Qur’ans, and soccer balls. Imams and volunteers led workshops on 

prayer, modesty, and identity, while afternoons were filled with hiking, canoeing, and campfires. For 

many children, it was their first time experiencing Islam outside the masjid walls, surrounded by peers 

who shared their struggles. 

By the 1990s and 2000s, these retreats became annual traditions. Organizations like MAS (Muslim 

American Society), ISB’s youth groups, and later Dar-us-Salaam’s camps formalized them, attracting 

participants from across Maryland and even neighboring states. Themes ranged from “Living Islam in 

America” to “Building Brotherhood and Sisterhood.” 

The atmosphere was unique. At dawn, campers prayed Fajr together under the open sky. During the 

day, they played basketball or learned archery. At night, around bonfires, counselors answered hard 

questions about peer pressure, dating, and faith. For many youth, these honest conversations gave 

them tools to navigate high school and college life. 

One camper later recalled: 

“At camp, I felt Islam was not something I had to hide. It was something I could live proudly, with friends 

who understood.” 

Youth retreats also created leaders. Teenagers who once sat quietly in halaqas became counselors and 

khateebs, learning to mentor younger campers. Many of Maryland’s later activists, imams, and 

community organizers first discovered their voice around campfires in those retreats. 

Parents cherished these programs, knowing their children were safe, surrounded by positive role 

models. For the youth, however, the camps were more than safe spaces, they were identity-shaping. 

They provided the balance of joy and spirituality, showing that Islam was not only about rules but also 

friendship, laughter, and belonging. 

The legacy of Maryland’s Muslim youth camps and retreats is seen in the confidence of a generation. 

They proved that sometimes, the most powerful Islamic institutions are not built from bricks and 

mortar, but from tents, trails, and the bonds of shared faith under the stars. 
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87) Muslim Scouts in Maryland (Faith, Service, and Adventure) 

As Maryland’s Muslim families looked for ways to raise confident, disciplined children, many discovered 

an unexpected ally: the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of America. Parents admired scouting’s emphasis on 

service, teamwork, and outdoor skills, but they also wanted a space where their children’s Muslim 

identity could shine. Out of that desire were born Muslim Scout troops across the state. 

The earliest Muslim Scout troops were launched in the 1990s under the umbrella of ISB in Baltimore and 

PGMA in Lanham. Parents volunteered as troop leaders, adapting the traditional scouting curriculum to 

include Qur’an recitation, Islamic manners, and halal meals at campouts. Children learned knot-tying 

and survival skills by day, and prayed Maghrib together under the stars at night. 

The troops quickly became beloved institutions. Weekly meetings were filled with merit badge projects, 

first aid, environmental science, cooking, often infused with Islamic values. Scouts visited nursing 

homes, cleaned mosques, and organized food drives, connecting service to both civic duty and religious 

worship. 

Camps and jamborees brought Muslim youth from across Maryland together. For boys, hiking trails and 

building campfires became rites of passage. For girls, earning badges in leadership, public speaking, and 

community service instilled confidence. Hijabi scouts marching in parades and carrying flags made a 

powerful statement: Muslims belonged fully in American traditions. 

The program also built lifelong friendships. Many scouts who grew up pitching tents and earning badges 

together later became youth leaders, MSA presidents, and professionals who credited scouting with 

shaping their discipline and teamwork. Parents often said the troops gave their children something rare: 

the ability to be proudly Muslim and proudly American at the same time. 

Recognition came quickly. Muslim scouts in Maryland earned Eagle Scout honors, Gold Awards, and 

service medals, bringing pride to both their families and the wider Muslim community. Some of their 

projects included building prayer spaces in public schools, restoring community parks, and organizing 

blood drives, acts of service that left lasting legacies. 

The story of Muslim scouts in Maryland is one of adaptation and integration. It showed how a national 

program could be shaped to reflect Islamic values, and how Muslim children could grow into leaders by 

learning the balance of faith, service, and adventure. 

For a generation of Maryland Muslims, the scout oath, “On my honor, I will do my best, to do my duty to 

God and my country,” was lived with full sincerity, carrying Islam into the woods, the community, and 

the future. 
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88) Muslim Sports Leagues in Maryland (Faith on the Court and the Field) 

For generations, Maryland Muslims gathered in mosques for prayer and schools for education. But by 

the 1990s and 2000s, another need emerged, voiced loudly by the youth: sports. 

Basketball, soccer, and volleyball had always been popular among young Muslims, but games were 

usually informal, pickup matches in mosque parking lots or rented gyms. While fun, these spaces also 

carried challenges. Scheduling around prayer was tricky, girls often had fewer opportunities, and the 

environments sometimes lacked the structure and mentorship parents wanted. 

This gave rise to Muslim sports leagues, organized by mosques, youth groups, and community centers. 

The earliest efforts were mosque-based. ISB in Baltimore, PGMA in Lanham, and later Dar-us-Salaam in 

College Park organized basketball tournaments that drew dozens of teams. Friday nights became youth 

league nights, where games paused for Maghrib prayer before resuming with cheers and laughter 

echoing through multipurpose halls. 

Soccer soon became just as popular. Outdoor tournaments brought families together, with parents on 

sidelines cheering in multiple languages while children wore jerseys bearing team names like “Ansar FC” 

or “Ummah United.” These games were more than competition, they were celebrations of community. 

What made these leagues distinct was the fusion of faith and play. Coaches emphasized discipline, 

respect, and brotherhood. Games began with du‘a. Teams bonded not only over victories but also over 

reminders about honesty, humility, and fair play as part of Islam. 

Girls’ participation grew steadily, too. Muslim sisters’ leagues provided safe environments for hijab-

wearing athletes to compete freely. From basketball teams in Prince George’s County to volleyball 

squads in Baltimore, these leagues gave young women the confidence to excel while staying true to 

their faith. 

Over time, leagues became more professional. Uniforms were printed, referees trained, and seasons 

organized. Some athletes even went on to compete in state-level tournaments, proudly carrying their 

Muslim identity into wider arenas. Youth who once hung around mosque parking lots now spent 

weekends in structured environments where faith and fun were equally nurtured. 

The impact extended beyond the court. Sports built lifelong friendships, provided mentorship from older 

players, and gave young Muslims healthier ways to spend their free time. Parents saw the leagues as 

keeping their children active, disciplined, and connected to the community. 

The story of Muslim sports leagues in Maryland is one of belonging. It showed that Islam was not only 

about rituals and classrooms, it could be lived in the gym, on the field, and through teamwork. For a 

generation of youth, the leagues proved that they could be fully Muslim and fully athletes, carrying their 

Deen in every dribble, kick, and victory. 
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89) Muslim Artists and Performers in Maryland (The Canvas and the Stage) 

For years, Maryland Muslims expressed their faith mostly through mosques, schools, and service 

projects. But by the 2000s, a new wave of voices emerged: artists and performers who used creativity 

to tell their stories and explore identity. 

The earliest expressions were modest. Youth groups at ISB, PGMA, and Dar-us-Salaam held talent nights 

where children recited poetry, sang nasheeds, and performed skits about Ramadan and prayer. Parents 

clapped proudly, but these evenings also revealed something deeper: young Muslims wanted to express 

themselves artistically, not only academically or spiritually. 

Poetry became one of the first visible outlets. Inspired by the rhythms of spoken word and hip-hop, 

Maryland Muslim poets began performing at coffeehouses, college campuses, and interfaith events. 

Their verses tackled faith, racism, war, and identity. Some stood on stage in hijab, speaking openly about 

stereotypes and struggles, earning snaps and applause from diverse audiences. 

Visual art also grew. Muslim painters and calligraphers in Maryland blended traditional Islamic design 

with modern forms. Exhibitions in community centers and libraries displayed Qur’anic calligraphy beside 

abstract canvases, showing that Islam’s artistic heritage could live vibrantly in America. 

The stage opened too. Youth performed plays about Muslim history, family life, and contemporary 

challenges, often using humor to break stereotypes. These performances brought laughter and 

reflection, offering audiences, both Muslim and non-Muslim, a new way of seeing the community. 

By the 2010s, Maryland Muslims were stepping confidently into wider artistic spaces. Writers published 

novels and memoirs, filmmakers documented refugee stories, and comedians took to stages in 

Baltimore and D.C., weaving faith and identity into universal humor. 

Some initiatives explicitly tied art to dawah. Interfaith events often included Muslim musicians or poets 

performing alongside Christian and Jewish artists. Galleries hosted exhibits titled “Art of the Ummah” or 

“Faith in Color,” creating spaces where creativity was also dialogue. 

What made these artists and performers remarkable was not only their talent, but their courage. They 

claimed spaces where Muslims were rarely seen, not as outsiders, but as contributors. Through 

paintbrushes, microphones, and spotlights, they expanded the boundaries of what it meant to be 

Muslim in Maryland. 

The story of Muslim artists and performers is a story of expression. It shows that faith is not only lived in 

prayer halls but also in verses, canvases, and stages. For Maryland’s Muslims, art became another form 

of ibadah, another way of reflecting truth, beauty, and resilience back into the world. 
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90) Muslim Writers and Journalists in Maryland (Voices on the Page and in the Press) 

While Maryland’s Muslims built mosques, schools, and service organizations, another kind of institution 

was taking shape, not of brick and mortar, but of words. From local newsletters to national bylines, 

Muslim writers and journalists in Maryland gave the community a voice in public discourse. 

The earliest efforts were grassroots. In the 1980s and 1990s, community members produced mosque 

newsletters, typed on home computers and photocopied in basements. These publications carried 

khutbah summaries, Quran reflections, and community news. Though simple, they nurtured a culture of 

writing, reminding Maryland Muslims that their stories were worth telling. 

By the 2000s, a new generation of Muslim writers entered mainstream journalism. Some wrote for local 

papers like The Baltimore Sun and The Washington Post, covering education, politics, and religion with a 

perspective shaped by their faith. Others contributed op-eds on civil rights, Islamophobia, and U.S. 

foreign policy, challenging stereotypes with clarity and courage. 

Muslim student journalists also flourished. At the University of Maryland and Johns Hopkins, Muslim 

students wrote for campus papers, producing articles about Ramadan, hijab, and interfaith dialogue. 

These pieces often sparked conversations in classrooms, giving non-Muslim peers their first personal 

encounter with Islam through storytelling. 

Beyond journalism, Maryland produced authors and poets whose works reached national audiences. 

Some wrote children’s books with Muslim protagonists, ensuring that the next generation saw 

themselves reflected in literature. Others penned memoirs that wove together immigrant journeys, faith 

struggles, and the search for belonging. Poetry nights in Baltimore coffeehouses often featured Muslim 

voices, blending Arabic, Somali, or Urdu phrases into verses about race, faith, and identity. 

What unified these diverse efforts was a sense of responsibility. Writers and journalists knew that their 

words could shape perceptions of Islam, of Muslims, and of America itself. Every article, essay, or book 

was an act of representation, carrying the weight of both community pride and scrutiny. 

The impact was lasting. Muslim writers and journalists gave Maryland Muslims visibility in spaces where 

they were often silenced. They proved that Islam could be explained not only in khutbahs or speeches 

but also in newspapers, poems, and books that reached the broader public. 

The story of Maryland’s Muslim writers and journalists is a story of voice. It reminds us that while 

institutions preserve communities physically, words preserve them culturally and historically. With ink 

and keystrokes, Maryland’s Muslims carved their place in the narrative of America. 
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91) Muslim Entrepreneurs and Business Owners in Maryland (Commerce with Conscience) 

From the earliest days of immigration, Maryland Muslims leaned on small businesses to build stability. In 

the 1970s and 1980s, corner groceries, gas stations, and halal butcher shops became common sights in 

Baltimore and Prince George’s County. These weren’t just businesses, they were anchors of community 

life. 

The corner store often doubled as a gathering place where elders lingered for conversation and where 

new arrivals found guidance about housing or jobs. Halal butchers, often family-run, gave Muslim 

families their first chance to eat in full accordance with their faith in America. These businesses met 

everyday needs while creating jobs and economic independence. 

By the 1990s, entrepreneurship expanded beyond survival. Muslim families opened restaurants, clothing 

boutiques, auto shops, and travel agencies that specialized in Hajj and Umrah. On Liberty Road in 

Baltimore and New Hampshire Avenue in Silver Spring, entire strips of Muslim-owned businesses grew, 

bakeries selling baklava, Somali cafés, Pakistani takeout spots, and Middle Eastern grocery stores. These 

shops not only served Muslims but also introduced Maryland neighbors to new cuisines and cultures. 

The 2000s and 2010s brought a new wave: professional entrepreneurs. Muslim Marylanders launched 

IT startups, medical practices, law firms, and real estate companies. Many were the children of 

immigrants who had grown up watching their parents work long hours in corner stores. With education 

and experience, they built larger enterprises while still keeping their faith close, closing for Friday 

prayers, sponsoring mosque fundraisers, and donating generously to zakat causes. 

Entrepreneurship also became a form of community building. Business owners sponsored youth sports 

leagues, contributed to Islamic schools, and hosted Ramadan iftars for employees and neighbors. Many 

saw their businesses not just as livelihoods, but as platforms for service. 

One halal restaurant owner in College Park once remarked: 

“For me, it’s not just about food. It’s about giving students a place to feel at home, to eat without worry, 

and to remember their deen in daily life.” 

The presence of Muslim businesses also changed Maryland’s cultural landscape. Halal signs on 

storefronts became symbols of belonging. Non-Muslim customers lined up at shawarma stands or 

Somali tea houses, discovering hospitality and flavors that broke down barriers more effectively than 

speeches could. 

The story of Muslim entrepreneurs and business owners in Maryland is a story of resilience and vision. It 

shows how Muslims turned commerce into community, using their skills and hard work not only to 

provide for their families but also to strengthen the roots of Islam in Maryland soil. 
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92) The First Halal Restaurants in Maryland (Faith on the Menu) 

For the first Muslim families who settled in Maryland, the question of food was constant. Home kitchens 

became the main solution, mothers preparing meals from memory, fathers driving across state lines to 

find halal meat. Eating out was nearly impossible. Restaurants rarely served food that was both familiar 

and permissible. 

That began to change in the 1980s and 1990s, when the first halal restaurants opened in Baltimore and 

Prince George’s County. 

The earliest spots were modest take-out counters, often attached to halal butcher shops. Menus 

featured kebabs, curries, or fried chicken, cooked in back kitchens where halal meat was freshly 

prepared. Customers were mostly Muslim families, students craving a taste of home, taxi drivers 

grabbing quick meals between shifts, and parents bringing children for Friday night dinners after 

Jummah. 

These restaurants quickly became more than eateries. They were community hubs. Over plates of 

biryani or shawarma, friendships were made, marriages arranged, and mosque projects planned. For 

young Muslims, they were spaces to hang out without feeling out of place. For elders, they were proof 

that Islam could thrive in Maryland, not just in prayer halls but also at the dinner table. 

By the late 1990s, halal restaurants expanded in both variety and geography. Somali cafés in Silver 

Spring brewed spiced tea and served anjero, while Pakistani kitchens in Baltimore filled tables with 

nihari and samosas. Middle Eastern delis along Liberty Road and New Hampshire Avenue offered 

shawarma wraps that became legendary among locals. 

The impact of these first restaurants went beyond the Muslim community. Non-Muslims walked in out 

of curiosity and walked out praising the flavors. Halal signs sparked questions, leading to conversations 

about Islam. Food became dawah by taste, introducing neighbors to Muslim culture one plate at a time. 

These pioneers paved the way for the thriving halal restaurant scene Maryland enjoys today, with 

Turkish bakeries, Afghan grills, Yemeni coffee shops, and halal fried chicken joints competing for 

attention. But all of them trace their lineage back to those first small kitchens where immigrant families 

turned recipes into businesses, and businesses into legacies. 

The story of Maryland’s first halal restaurants is a story of nourishment, of bodies and of communities. It 

shows how something as simple as food could anchor identity, build connection, and flavor the Muslim 

presence in Maryland with hospitality and warmth. 
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93) Muslim Grocery Stores and Markets in Maryland (Shopping with Salaam) 

For Maryland’s first Muslim families in the 1960s and 70s, buying groceries was often frustrating. 

Supermarkets carried little that felt familiar, no halal meat, no spices from back home, no breads like 

their mothers baked. Trips to New York or D.C. became routine just to stock up on essentials. 

By the 1980s, things began to change. Enterprising families in Baltimore and Prince George’s County 

opened the first Muslim grocery stores, modest corner shops tucked into strip malls. Shelves held bags 

of basmati rice, cans of fava beans, jars of chutney, and dates imported from the Middle East. Freezers 

stocked halal chicken and lamb, often slaughtered locally in small facilities. 

These stores quickly became lifelines. Shoppers came not only for food but also for connection. Families 

lingered in aisles, swapping news about new arrivals, weddings, and mosque fundraisers. Bulletin boards 

at the checkout counter were covered with flyers for Qur’an classes, apartment rentals, and Eid bazaars. 

The grocery store wasn’t just where you shopped, it was where you found community. 

By the 1990s and 2000s, Muslim markets expanded in both size and variety. Somali-owned shops in 

Silver Spring carried anjero flour and spiced tea blends. South Asian stores in Catonsville sold samosas, 

spice mixes, and Bollywood DVDs. Middle Eastern delis on Liberty Road offered fresh pita, olives, and 

za’atar. Walking into these stores felt like stepping into a global marketplace, reflecting the diversity of 

Maryland’s Muslims. 

Halal certification became a central feature. Signs proudly declared “Zabiha Halal”, reassuring families 

that their faith was respected. Some stores even set up small prayer spaces in the back for customers 

and staff. During Ramadan, markets buzzed with late-night shoppers filling carts with dates, flour, and 

sweets, while owners extended hours to serve the fasting community. 

These grocery stores also reached beyond Muslims. Neighbors discovered new flavors, buying naan, 

hummus, or halal lamb out of curiosity. For many Marylanders, their first taste of global cuisines came 

not in restaurants but in Muslim-run grocery aisles. 

Today, large supermarkets carry halal sections, but the legacy of Maryland’s Muslim markets remains 

vital. They were the first places where immigrants felt at home, where children grew up learning the 

smells of cardamom and cumin, and where Islam’s presence was felt not through sermons but through 

shopping carts. 

The story of Muslim grocery stores in Maryland is one of survival and hospitality. They turned necessity 

into opportunity, isolation into connection, and food into culture. They were more than stores, they 

were miniature community centers, rooted in commerce but flourishing in faith. 
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94) Muslim Clothing and Bookstores in Maryland (Dressing the Body, Feeding the Mind) 

In the early years of Maryland’s Muslim community, it was nearly impossible find Islamic clothing or 

books. Sisters stitched their own hijabs from fabric bought at general stores, and brothers wore hand-

me-down thobes sent from relatives abroad. Religious books were scarce, Qur’ans and hadith 

collections had to be ordered from overseas or purchased on trips to bigger cities. 

By the 1980s and 1990s, this gap inspired the creation of Muslim clothing and bookstores across 

Maryland. 

The first businesses were small. They often consisted of a single rack of scarves or books tucked into the 

corner of halal groceries or masjid basements. Families who traveled abroad brought back boxes of 

jilbabs, kufis, and Islamic texts to sell at cost to their neighbors. These humble beginnings filled a 

growing need. More Muslims wanted to raise their children with visible identity and knowledge of Islam. 

Soon, dedicated Islamic bookstores and boutiques began opening in Baltimore, Silver Spring, and 

College Park. Their shelves carried Qur’ans in Arabic and English, seerah biographies, children’s 

storybooks, and shelves of fiqh and tafsir. Clothing racks displayed abayas, jilbabs, hijabs, kufis, and 

thobes in a range of colors and styles. For many, these stores were their first chance to purchase modest 

clothing without compromise, and their first opportunity to stock home libraries with authentic Islamic 

knowledge. 

During Ramadan and Eid, these shops became community hubs. Families lined up for last-minute gifts, 

Qur’an translations for graduates, Eid outfits for children, or prayer rugs for new homes. Owners 

decorated storefronts with crescent moons and lanterns, creating an atmosphere that reminded 

customers of markets in Cairo, Karachi, or Mogadishu. 

These stores also served as spaces of education and dawah. Bookstore owners often doubled as 

informal teachers, recommending titles for new Muslims or parents raising children in the U.S. Clothing 

shopkeepers explained different styles of hijab or the cultural roots of certain garments. In this way, the 

shops became places of both commerce and mentorship. 

By the 2000s and 2010s, Muslim bookstores and clothing shops in Maryland had expanded into full-

fledged businesses, some even going online to serve a wider customer base. They were no longer niche 

operations, but established institutions that gave Maryland Muslims pride in seeing their faith and 

culture represented on American main streets. 

The story of Muslim clothing and bookstores in Maryland is a story of identity. These businesses did 

more than sell fabric and paper, they helped generations of Muslims dress their faith with dignity and fill 

their homes with knowledge. They reminded the community that Islam was not only in the mosque but 

also in daily life, woven into wardrobes and lining bookshelves. 
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95) Eid Bazaars and Community Markets in Maryland (Souqs of Joy in Suburban Halls) 

As Maryland’s Muslim community grew in the 1990s and 2000s, one question arosed every Ramadan: 

Where can we shop for Eid? Families wanted clothing, gifts, jewelry, and sweets that represented their 

culture, but mainstream malls lacked what they needed. This gap led to a cherished tradition: Eid 

bazaars and community markets. 

The earliest bazaars were simple affairs. Organized by women’s committees in mosque gyms or rented 

school halls, vendors set up folding tables with colorful hijabs, abayas, kufis, Qur’ans, and children’s 

storybooks. Homemade sweets, baklava, gulab jamun, sambusas, filled trays, while kids tugged at their 

parents’ sleeves, eyes wide at rows of toys imported from abroad. 

Over time, these bazaars became important community events. In Baltimore, Silver Spring, and College 

Park, halls buzzed with hundreds of families in the last days of Ramadan, looking for the perfect Eid 

outfit or gift. Henna artists decorated hands in intricate designs, while jewelry vendors showcased 

bangles and prayer beads. The air was filled with laughter, bargaining, and the scent of cardamom and 

fried snacks. 

The bazaars were more than shopping, they were celebrations of identity. For women, they became 

social spaces, where friendships were renewed over chai while browsing stalls. For children, they were 

magical, teaching them that Eid could be as festive as Christmas, with decorations, music, and treats. For 

small business owners, they were opportunities to share products, from Islamic books to handmade 

crafts. 

By the 2010s, Eid bazaars were well organized. They often attracted dozens of vendors and thousands of 

visitors. Event flyers spread through social media, and parking lots overflowed with cars. Some bazaars 

even partnered with charities, dedicating vendor fees to refugee aid or local food pantries. This way, 

they combined celebration with service. 

The bazaars also became an outward-facing tradition. Non-Muslim neighbors, curious about Eid, 

sometimes attended, leaving impressed by the vibrancy and warmth of Muslim culture. For them, 

bazaars served as cultural showcases, breaking stereotypes through henna, food, and hospitality. 

The story of Eid bazaars in Maryland is a story of joy and belonging. They turned gyms into souqs, 

vendors into storytellers, and ordinary shopping into festive memory-making. They taught generations 

of Muslim children that Eid was not only about prayer, but also about community joy, an affirmation 

that their faith had a home in Maryland. 
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96) Maryland’s Eid Prayers in Convention Centers (When Thousands Bow Together) 

For Maryland’s earliest Muslims, Eid prayers were small gatherings with a few families in rented halls or 

park fields. But as the community grew in the 1980s and 1990s, mosques became too small for the 

crowds. Parking lots overflowed, prayer rows extented onto sidewalks, and families squeezed into every 

corner of prayer halls. The solution was bold: take Eid to convention centers. 

The first large-scale Eid prayers in Maryland were organized in the 1990s at school gyms and university 

halls, but soon the venues grew bigger. Baltimore Convention Center, Montgomery County fairgrounds, 

and D.C.-area arenas became annual destinations. On Eid mornings, highways filled with cars heading 

toward a single destination, families in their best clothes streaming into vast halls transformed into 

prayer spaces. 

The sight was breathtaking. Tens of thousands stood shoulder to shoulder, filling entire convention 

floors in rows. The sound of Allahu Akbar echoed like thunder as the prayer started. For many, it was the 

first time they truly understood the scale of Maryland’s Muslim community. No longer just isolated 

families, they formed a visible ummah, that was vibrant and confident. 

The atmosphere was part spiritual, part celebratory. After prayers, hugs, and greetings filled the air: Eid 

Mubarak! Children clutched balloons, vendors sold sweets and toys, and families posed for photos 

under banners. It was equal parts worship and festival, echoing the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم’s tradition of making Eid a 

day of joy. 

These gatherings also became a stage for unity and visibility. Imams reminded attendees that 

Maryland’s Muslims came from every background, African American, South Asian, Arab, Somali, 

Bosnian, Latino, but stood together in prayer. Local officials and interfaith leaders often attended, 

witnessing firsthand the scale and energy of Muslim life in the state. 

Logistics were monumental. Volunteers directed traffic, set up prayer rugs across football-field-sized 

spaces, and coordinated sound systems so every takbir could be heard. Youth groups organized 

children’s activities, while women’s committees ensured inclusivity and comfort for families. Each Eid 

became a showcase not just of faith, but of organization and community strength. 

For the children, convention center Eids created unforgettable memories. They grew up knowing Eid 

was not a quiet holiday missed by classmates, but a massive celebration where thousands gathered in 

joy. Many later described these Eid prayers as milestones that cemented their pride in being Muslim. 

The story of Maryland’s Eid prayers in convention centers is one of arrival. It shows how a community 

that once prayed in basements and borrowed rooms became confident enough to fill arenas. These 

gatherings declared publicly: Islam is here, strong and joyful, woven into the fabric of Maryland life. 
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97) Eid Festivals and Carnivals in Maryland (The Joy After the Takbir) 

For Maryland’s Muslims, Eid prayers in convention centers (Story #96) were moments of awe and unity. 

But after the prayer and khutbah ended, families wanted something more: a chance to celebrate 

together with laughter, food, and fun. Out of that longing grew the tradition of Eid festivals and 

carnivals. 

The earliest Eid festivals were simple picnics in parks. Families spread blankets, grilled kebabs, and 

played soccer while children chased balloons. But as communities grew in the 1990s and 2000s, these 

gatherings expanded into large, organized carnivals. 

In Montgomery County, Baltimore, and Prince George’s County, masjids and community organizations 

rented fairgrounds or school fields. The spaces transformed into lively carnivals, rows of food vendors 

selling biryani, kebabs, ice cream, and cotton candy. Stalls offered toys, books, and Islamic calligraphy. 

Bouncy castles and carnival rides drew children in colorful Eid clothes, their laughter filled the grounds. 

The atmosphere was electric. Takbirs gave way to drumbeats, games, and Eid chants. Stages featured 

poetry, nasheeds, and youth performances. Henna tents overflowed with sisters waiting their turn, 

while fathers huddled around food stalls reminiscing about Eids “back home.” 

What made these festivals unique was their openness. Non-Muslim neighbors often attended, invited 

by Muslim friends or curious about the celebration. They sampled samosas, watched children play, and 

marveled at the vibrancy of a holiday they had never experienced before. Eid carnivals became not only 

community celebrations but also cultural showcases, breaking stereotypes through joy and hospitality. 

For Muslim children, the carnivals created unforgettable memories. They grew up associating Eid with 

rides, prizes, and ice cream trucks, a holiday that felt as magical as Christmas for their classmates. For 

parents, it was a relief and pride to see their children celebrating their faith in such a public, joyous way. 

Over time, Eid festivals in Maryland became massive affairs. Entire fairgrounds filled with thousands. 

Cars lined up for miles, Families planned for weeks in advance. Social media buzzed with photos of 

friends in new clothes, carnival rides in the background, and plates of food shared under summer skies. 

The story of Eid festivals and carnivals in Maryland is a story of celebration made visible. It shows how 

Muslims claimed public space not only for prayer but also for joy, turning Eid into a symbol of belonging. 

These carnivals transformed Eid into what it was always meant to be: not just a ritual, but a day of 

festivity, where faith and fun walked together. 
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98) Maryland’s Ramadan Nights & Community Iftars (Breaking Fast, Building Community) 

Ramadan in Maryland has always been a month of prayer, fasting, and family gatherings. But by the 

2000s and 2010s, a new tradition emerged, night markets and community iftars. These events changed 

Ramadan from private family meals into large public celebrations. 

The earliest community iftars took place in mosque basements. Volunteers placed mats on the floor, 

served dates and samosas, and poured soup into paper bowls. Families brought trays of food to share, 

making each night a potluck of cultures. For many immigrants far from home, these iftars filled the 

loneliness of Ramadan with warmth and fellowship. 

Soon, these gatherings grew. Mosques like ISB in Baltimore and PGMA in Lanham began hosting iftars 

for hundreds each weekend. Volunteers served long lines of fasting families, while youth ran from table 

to table carrying water jugs and trays. Imams reminded congregants that feeding a fasting person 

brought immense reward. 

By the 2010s, the tradition expanded into Ramadan night markets. Parking lots outside mosques and 

community centers turned into bustling bazaars after taraweeh prayers. Vendors sold kebabs, 

shawarma, mango lassi, and sweets. Children ran between stalls, clutching cotton candy and ice cream 

cones, while parents browsed clothing, jewelry, and Islamic books. The air buzzed with conversation in 

Arabic, Urdu, Somali, and English. 

These night markets were more than food, they were community showcases. Henna tents, cultural 

performances, Qur’an recitation competitions, and charity booths filled the spaces. Youth volunteered 

to collect donations for refugee aid, while local businesses found new customers among their neighbors. 

Interfaith guests also began attending. Churches and synagogues partnered with mosques to host open 

iftars, where non-Muslims fasted for a day in solidarity and broke bread side by side with Muslim 

families. City officials often attended, too, offering greetings and celebrating the diversity of Maryland’s 

communities. 

The symbolism was profound. Ramadan was no longer hidden behind closed doors, it was alive in the 

streets, markets, and public halls of Maryland. For children, these nights created memories of joy and 

belonging. For parents, they were proof that Islam’s traditions could thrive proudly in America. 

The story of Maryland’s Ramadan night markets and community iftars highlights visibility and joy. They 

turned the act of breaking fast into a public expression of unity. This shows that Islam involves not just 

abstaining during the day but also gathering, celebrating, and sharing after sunset. 
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99) Maryland’s Qur’an Competitions and Hifz Programs (Hearts That Carry the Book) 

From the earliest days of Maryland’s Muslim community, parents dreamed of one thing for their 

children: to grow up with the Qur’an in their hearts. In the 1970s and 1980s, this meant small halaqas in 

living rooms, where elders gathered children to recite short surahs. But by the 1990s, something much 

bigger began to take shape: formal hifz (memorization) programs and Qur’an competitions. 

The first hifz programs were run in mosque basements. A handful of dedicated teachers guided students 

patiently, drilling tajweed and repetition day after day. Children sat cross-legged with mushafs open, 

reciting ayahs over and over until they flowed like second nature. Parents drove from across counties, 

eager to give their children what many had not been able to complete themselves. 

Soon, Maryland mosques developed structured hifz schools, some full-time, others after-school or 

weekend programs. Dar-us-Salaam in College Park, ISB in Baltimore, and smaller centers across Prince 

George’s County and Montgomery County became known for producing young hafidh and hafidha. 

Certificates were awarded at graduations where students, barely teenagers, stood and recited surahs 

with confidence before packed halls. 

Parallel to this came the rise of Qur’an competitions. Organized annually, often during Ramadan, these 

events drew participants from across the state. Children and adults alike took the stage, reciting 

passages with beauty and precision. Judges scored tajweed, tone, and memorization accuracy. Families 

filled auditoriums with quiet pride, and the air often carried tears as verses echoed, reminding all of the 

Qur’an’s power. 

For many youth, these competitions became defining moments. Standing on stage, they felt connected 

not only to their community but to centuries of tradition. Winners received trophies, scholarships, or 

trips to national competitions, but every participant left with renewed love for the Qur’an. 

These programs also created bridges of unity. African American, South Asian, Arab, Somali, and Bosnian 

children sat side by side, reciting the same verses. Accents differed, but the Qur’an was shared. It 

became a unifying force, transcending culture and reminding Maryland Muslims of their shared 

heritage. 

By the 2010s, Maryland had produced dozens of huffadh who went on to lead taraweeh in local 

mosques, inspiring younger generations to follow. Qur’an competitions grew into multi-day festivals 

with hundreds of participants, drawing families from neighboring states. 

The story of Maryland’s Qur’an competitions and hifz programs is one of love and legacy. It shows how a 

community, that once struggled to find halal meat or prayer space, became strong enough to raise 

children who held the Qur’an in their hearts. In those children, Maryland Muslims saw both their past 

and their future, firmly anchored in the Book of Allah. 
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100) Maryland’s Islamic Schools and Academies (Building Classrooms of Faith) 

In the 1970s and 1980s, Muslim parents in Maryland faced a tough choice. Public schools offered a good 

education but they offered little room for Islamic identity. Children learned math and science, but prayer 

was squeezed into corners, Ramadan went unrecognized, and peer pressure weighed heavily. Parents 

longed for schools where faith and academics could stand side by side. Out of that longing came 

Maryland’s Islamic schools and academies. 

The earliest schools were small, weekend madrasas run out of mosque basements. Children learned to 

recite Qur’an, memorize surahs, and study basic fiqh while sitting on the carpet. Teachers used 

chalkboards and worn flashcards. These classes built pride but they could not replace daily schooling. 

Parents dreamed bigger. 

By the 1990s, Maryland saw the birth of full-time Islamic schools. Among the first was Al-Rahmah 

School at ISB in Baltimore, which grew from modest classrooms into one of the largest Islamic schools in 

the region. Soon, Dar-us-Salaam’s Al-Huda School in College Park followed, quickly becoming nationally 

known for its rigorous academics and Qur’an memorization programs. Other schools emerged in 

Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, and beyond, each responding to the growing demand. 

These schools combined faith and excellence. Students prayed dhuhr together in congregational halls, 

studied Arabic and Islamic studies alongside math and literature, and memorized Qur’an as part of their 

daily schedule. Teachers, many trained abroad, worked tirelessly to adapt curricula for American 

classrooms. 

The impact was profound. Children grew up without having to hide their identity, they wore hijab with 

pride, took breaks for Jummah, and celebrated Eid with classmates who shared their joy. For parents, it 

was reassurance that their children could succeed academically while remaining firmly rooted in Islam. 

Islamic schools also became community centers. They hosted science fairs, Qur’an competitions, and 

annual fundraisers that brought hundreds together. Graduates went on to prestigious universities, 

becoming doctors, engineers, teachers, and imams, proof that Islamic schooling was not a limitation but 

a foundation for success. 

Challenges remained: funding, teacher training, and balancing academic rigor with Islamic content. But 

parents sacrificed, donating generously and volunteering countless hours to sustain these schools. The 

schools became a living example of community commitment, built brick by brick through prayer, sweat, 

and generosity. 

Today, Maryland’s Islamic schools stand as pillars of identity. They have produced generations of 

confident Muslims who know their deen and excel in their careers. They embody the vision of parents 

who once dreamed that their children could grow up fully American and fully Muslim, without 

compromise. 

The story of Maryland’s Islamic schools shows a vision fulfilled. In these classrooms the Qur’an is recited 

at dawn, science is studied by noon, and young Muslims leave each day carrying both knowledge and 

faith in their hearts. 
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101) Maryland’s Future Muslim Leaders (Carrying the Torch Forward) 

Every story in this book, about pioneers, families, institutions, and movements, leads to this moment: 

the question of what comes next. Maryland’s Muslims have gone from small basement gatherings to 

convention centers filled with worshippers, from scattered families to schools, clinics, and businesses. 

The legacy is rich. But the true test of any community is how it prepares its future leaders. 

That future is already visible. In masjids across Maryland, children line up to lead taraweeh, their young 

voices carrying Qur’an with confidence. High school students run MSA chapters, organizing food drives 

and Islam Awareness Weeks. University students not only demand halal food and prayer spaces but also 

organize interfaith iftars and advocate on Capitol Hill. 

Maryland has begun to see the fruits of these seeds. Young Muslims are entering law, medicine, 

business, and education while carrying their identity with pride. Some run for political office, others 

build nonprofits, while many more simply live as upright professionals whose integrity reflects their 

faith. They are the heirs of the pioneers who built Maryland’s first mosques and schools. 

But leadership is not only about titles. It is about service. The next generation is being raised with an 

understanding that Islam is lived through action: serving neighbors, defending justice, and representing 

their faith with confidence. In this way, Maryland’s future Muslim leaders include not just imams and 

politicians, but also teachers, artists, scientists, and parents who live out Islam in their everyday lives.  

The challenges ahead are real. Rising Islamophobia, cultural pressures, and global crises impact local 

communities. But Maryland’s Muslims have already proven resilience. Their history shows that they 

have grown from a few immigrants to tens of thousands of families. They have built institutions, carved 

out space, and shaped their identity with dignity. 

The future leaders will stand on this foundation. They will inherit masjids built by sacrifice, schools 

sustained by community donations, and a reputation of service earned through decades of feeding the 

hungry, sheltering the vulnerable, and standing for justice. 

The story of Maryland’s future Muslim leaders is ultimately one of hope. It is a reminder that history is 

not fixed. Just as those who came before created legacies with faith and determination, the next 

generation will carry the torch forward. They will light new paths, build new bridges, and write the next 

chapters of Muslim history in Maryland.  
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Epilogue: A Living Legacy (From Roots to Branches) 

The stories in this book began in basements, borrowed classrooms, and whispered du‘as of immigrants 

and converts. They end in convention centers filled with tens of thousands, schools shaping the next 

generation, and young leaders stepping confidently into the halls of power. This journey, from fragile 

beginnings to flourishing institutions, captures not only the history of Muslims in Maryland but the 

essence of Islam itself: planting seeds of faith, nurturing them with sacrifice, and watching them bear 

fruit across generations. 

Yet, this is not the end. History is not a museum of memories; it is a torch passed forward. Each story 

here, whether about an elder who led prayer in a rented room, a child who memorized Qur’an, a family 

who opened a halal store, or a student who spoke truth on Capitol Hill, is part of an unfinished chapter. 

The next pages will be written by those who read these words, who walk into masjids built by sacrifice, 

who inherit both blessings and responsibilities. 

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The most beloved of people to Allah are those who are most beneficial to others.” 

Maryland’s Muslims have embodied this in countless ways, feeding neighbors, healing the sick, teaching 

children, and serving in civic life. Their legacy is not defined only by what they built for themselves, but 

by what they gave to others. 

The task now is to carry that spirit into the future. The challenges ahead, faith identity, justice, unity, 

and belonging, will test the community just as earlier generations were tested. But if the past 101 stories 

teach us anything, it is that resilience is written into the DNA of this community. With Qur’an in hearts, 

service in hands, and trust in Allah, Maryland’s Muslims will continue to write new stories of hope, 

strength, and leadership. 

This book ends, but the story continues. It is carried in every child walking into an Islamic school, every 

doctor treating a patient with compassion, every activist raising their voice for justice, and every family 

gathering at the iftar table. The legacy of Islam in Maryland is alive. It is not only history, it is destiny. 

And so, the final prayer of this book is simple: May Allah bless those who came before, guide those who 

stand today, and inspire those who will carry this trust tomorrow. Ameen. 
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Closing Du‘a 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate 

O Allah, 

We thank You for guiding the first footsteps of Muslims in Maryland— 

for the elders who prayed in basements, 

for the mothers who built homes of faith, 

for the youth who carried Qur’an in their hearts, 

and for the leaders who stood for justice. 

O Allah, 

Bless those who came before us, forgive their shortcomings, 

and record their efforts as sadaqah jariyah, 

a continuous charity that lives on through every prayer, every school, every act of service they left 

behind. 

O Allah, 

Protect this community and its future generations. 

Grant our children confidence in faith, strength in service, and wisdom in leadership. 

Let them be people of Qur’an, people of justice, people of mercy. 

O Allah, 

Make Maryland’s Muslims a source of light for their neighbors, 

a community that feeds the hungry, shelters the vulnerable, 

and stands firmly for truth with humility and grace. 

O Allah, 

Accept this history as a testimony of Your mercy, 

and let our story be written among those who strove sincerely in Your path. 

Ameen. 
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عل تاريخَنا هذا شاهدًا لنا لَ علينا،اللههُمه اج  
 واجعل أبناءَنا وبناتِنا حَمَلَةَ القرآن،

امًا بالحق، رُحَماءَ بين الناس  .قوُه

 اللههُمه بارك في ماضينا، واحفظ حاضرَنا، واهدِ مستقبلنَا،

 .واجعلنا من الذين يَنصرون دينَك ويرَفعون كلمتكَ بالقول والعمل

ى طاعتِك في الدنيا،اللههُمه اجمعنا عل  

في الآخرةصلى الله عليه وسلم واجمعنا في الفردوس الأعلى مع نبيك محمد  . 

 .آمــــين

 

O Allah, make this history a testimony for us, not against us. 

Make our sons and daughters carriers of the Qur’an, 

upholders of truth, and merciful among people. 

O Allah, bless our past, protect our present, and guide our future. 

Make us among those who support Your deen and raise Your word through speech and action. 

O Allah, unite us in Your obedience in this world, 

and reunite us in the highest gardens of Paradise with Your Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم in the Hereafter. 

Ameen. 

  



 

127 
 

Muslim History in Maryland       101 Short Stories 

Publisher’s Note 

This book is humbly dedicated to Allah’s mercy, 

and to the generations who will carry this story forward. 

May it serve as a reminder, an inspiration, and a trust (Amanah) 

for all who walk the path of faith and service in Maryland and beyond. 
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Lessons from Our Journey 

Muslim History in Maryland: 101 Stories is the first comprehensive collection of its kind, preserving the 

voices, struggles, and triumphs of Maryland’s Muslim community across generations. 

From enslaved Africans who carried the Qur’an in their hearts, to immigrants who prayed in basements, 

to children filling convention centers for Eid, these stories weave together a tapestry of faith, resilience, 

and belonging. 

Through memoir and history, this book brings to life the pioneers who built mosques and schools, the 

women who created safe havens, the youth who raised their voices on campuses, and the leaders who 

now shape civic life. It is a journey through prayer halls, classrooms, marketplaces, and city streets, 

showing how Islam grew roots in Maryland soil. 

This is not only a history of a community, but a testimony of America itself: a story of neighbors, citizens, 

and believers striving to serve God and society. 

Muslim History in Maryland is more than a record of the past. It is a gift to the present and a legacy for 

the future. 
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